Sl _
: ..'3;;i:+,made, t0 my knowlodge. My father's father, a blacksmith by r
dtrade, was a moody individual swbject to fits of despondency and .

_sometimes took to his bed: for days together;
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" Viritton Primarily for my owa enterteinmont end
‘employmont It dedicated to my dutiful two sons
end o dagghterss.--3. Robert Rondall,
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3 teoedégts:

I cane of respectable middle-oclass English families, dy

" father end mother wvere born, reared and married in old Englend,
* .My father, Charles Rendall, was born in Somersctshire on MHarch
. the 18, 1817. His mother's malden name was Elizabeth Chuxrchill,

2 straig upright character who lived to a good old oge within my

‘momry. One might suspsot from the name that there ves some con~
.mection vith the English aristoecracy, tut no such olaim was evor

was glvon to decided

. ups and dovmse. He died before I can remomber. Charlos ves ona - . L
‘of a fomily of several boys and girls and ot the gge of twelve. .
.yoars vas apprenticed to a tailor for a seven-year period to- f
~learn the trades At the sge of seventsen he vas "eonverted™ and

Joined the Mothodists; and at the sge of nineteen graduated from - . -
his pprenticeship & full-fledged tailor. L

| Hy'mother'efmaiden name was Ann .:’ipsey and she was borm in -

.Do‘vomhire adjoinlng Somerset July 2l, 1821. Her mother's miden‘-'
name was Hainah Keetch and her father, Job Apsey, was a former by

occupdt lone There were three children in the fomily, of vhich my
mot her vag the eldest; followed by & brother, Villiem, who later

-marrled and emigrated to imerican, ord a sister, Mary, who merried

& man by the name of Connibiors, WLhen my mother was nine yecrs old
her father, Job Apsey, dled of casumption; and five ycars later

g . hor mother married one George Clark, who sad to say was, or be-
.. came, serlously addicted to "drink", Of this marriage one °

' daughter was bom, named Anna, who merried Jomes Hoare, a bro- . .

" ther of John Hoare who married Eli zabeth Keotch, daughter of

_—

. Thomas Xeetch, & brother of my mother's mother., Both the Hoares

and the Keetches were to came into my 1ife later from cnote » angles

"ufter her mothex's socond marrlage my mother, boling fatherless and

rot enemored of her stepfather, lived for sane of the time vi th
this Uncle Thomas Keetch and his wife, Aunt Selly, wiogse miden
neme was Vhite and who wag, I understend, from among the aristo-

"~ eorata,.. - .

1t may bo moted in regard to the drink that at thet time the
drinking of mild alecholio beverages was & ¢ommon practics amo

. a2ll clasgess The crusade for total abstainance was in its inoi-

plency; and my father was omns who, in early life, signed a pledge

. .-~ -of total abstanance wl;ich_he koptd to his dylng day. He alm nover

..
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used tobacco in any fom, nor profone lenzuage: althowgzh he uged
poms rather nosty warde sometimes vhen exasperated,.

My father and mother met, I believe, in & hayfield as "on &
gsummer day thoy raked the mecadow sweet with hay"; and wore
married on July 30, 1839; my father being 22 and mother 18 yeara
of age., They went to live &t a place cellcd Stoke; where on July
18, 1840 thelr first ciild was bornes Thoy nmmed him Jobo Apsey
efter hle deceased grandfather, &nd called him Apsey. The follow=
ing year my father decided %o omigrate to /merica and though my
mother vas very loathe to leave her peoplo, my father's decision
prevalled, In those days the wife vas expeoted to cleave to hex
husband for better or worse; and -my father being decidedly "the
head of the house", in his own estimation, and rether headstrong
end solf-willed, I don'’t think my mothor's wishes in the matter
had any groat conslideration. At my rate, in tho swamer or fall
cf 1841 they embarked from Bristol, England, on & sailing ves-
sel, arriving in New York around Chrisimas after a voyege, I hew
- lieve, of eleven weeks, - ‘ S

oo Here my father found wirk at his trade and remalned for about
- elght months; then moved with his family out’ on Lonz Island to a
place knowvn as Graves IEnd; vheroe he follawed his trade for a
period of aboul eight yearse During this time thioo deughters
were added to the family: Hannah, Elizabeth Churchill and Haxry.
mile here my mother's grandfather Apsey, vho with other mombors
-of his family hod emigrated  Virginia some years previce, ceme
- to live with them for & time but roturned vhen the family left
Iong leland; and if any of his doscondants survive, all troce of
them hes been lost. He laft a emall hammer which I have, and

. will pass on as a rellos He probably browht it from England
‘more than 100 years ago. - : -

.~ Business must have been fair at Graves End and a gosd dogree
of economy and thrifi practiced, for vhen the call of the Vest :
. came ogaln my father decided to obey and undertook a Journey into
the intorior of tho continent. Accordingly we find the famlly of
8ix making thelr way up tho Erie canal on & tow=-loat to Buf falo,
The cholera was reging-at--the time, dbut they esceped it and :
+ keeping on westward by boat and train, landed in Milvaukes,
"Wisoansin, about the year 1850. Uy father had Jolned tho Inde=
pondent Order of 0dd Fellows (I.0.0.F.) to vhich he always gave
- orodlt for hls success im finding work at his tradeo in llvaukee,

He also supplomented his earnings by serving as janitor, or sexe
-ton of the church. . S

4After sboul & year and a half in Mileukee they moved out -
about ithirty miles ferther west to Summit, Wisconsin. Sumnit was
a sort of country centre; vith a pas t-office, a Presbyterian
church and, I belleve, a store; also a school not far cat, Here
my father set up for himself vith a tailor shop of his own; and
I have preserved as a reriic one of his business cards. He bought
& house and parcel of ...uad, his shop being in one room of the '

H . ';':
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housaees He also worked on the adjoining farms some at harvest
time, and securcd appointmrnt o8 post-mastor ond mail-ocarrierx
from the' railroad town of Oconomowoo about three miles distent.
This daily trip for the mail he made mostly on foot aftor his
duy's work at tho talloring, The stay here of somo thirteen
years or untll 1864, was probably the most piosperous and satig-
factory of any so far, slnce they arrived in the nmow world. The
famlily Joinecd the Presbyterian church which was presidei over by .
en exceoll ent peator, the Rev. Z. J. lontague. The gocaty in
gencral vas of a superior character and the schools good for the
times. Iy father was active in the 0dd Fellovs lodge; the home
was pald for and lmproved. Uy mothor always referred to theiy
1ife ot Summit with high appreciations Her brother, VWilliam
spsey, and his wife had arrived in imorica, landing at New Orlecas
and coming from there to Sumnit, He was a ocabinotmakor by trade
but soon moved to a farm at Cnalaska morth of LaCrosse, Wiscon=-
sln, later living at Sparta east of that oity, They had no
childrens Vhile af Summit the Rendell family was augmonted by
the birth of anotha daughter, Susan inn, then four boys in
suceesaiond Charles William, John Fletcher, George Whitfield
and Joseph Benson; also one dawhter, Ellen Anna, the youngest
of the family at that time and the last of the girls, The oys
were namod for their father.and uncles and throe famous men:
Fletcher, VWhitfleld.and Benson, |, : , -

‘1 .
Before the birth of Ellen tho family wes to moet its first
great trial and grief in the dsath of little George at tho age K
of three years. He was buried in the cemetery there and o 1ittle

headstona ocreoted.. I had the opportunity of visliting tho place
some soventy years later and found the grave vith the inscrip=-

Vlon on the otons as I had heard my mother desoribe it,

1t was at this time that the szitation over slevery broaight
on the great civil war; and another great gorrow vwas in store
for the family. The oldest son, Job Apsey, vho had grown to
munhood, had attended & highexr imstitution of learning for a short
time at Appleton, Wisconsin, and had taught school, onlisted :
as & volunteer and vent south as a soldier in the army. He soon
took sick of the southern fever and died at Helena, irkansas,
vhere hoe vias buried vithout cver 8eeing any of the family cgain,
Travel was a different moposition in.those days from vwhat it is
today; &ud to go away for a few hundrad miles or more vas often.
to say goodbye for all time; ag 1t was with my perents on 1caye-
ing lngland., 48 far a3 I lnow none of the family have ever
vislted the spot vhers he wag lald to rest; but the army officer
wrote comforting and sympathatio lettors to my mother and fether,

Soon afier these calamitles were overpast, my fother dacidad
fo make yet ano ther move to the vost; this time t obtain a farm
on the frontler in Mimesoia. fgain my mother waa loathe to .
leave their home and aasocl etes; but my father as usual mde the
decisicn and had his vay; which as it turned out ws probably for’



* four t ten years, eznd Ellen two years old.

. and from there they came to sustin, Minnesota, :

4o

’ .tha best, all things comidereds Thore were soveral oom idera-

tions which prompted the decision: The homestoed lay grant ing
160 acres of unimproved govermment lend aftor five y-&rs rosi-
donoce had just beon enacted. Ho wes gotting along in yecars with
& large family including three growing boys; also tho seving
machine had been lnvented and ready-made clothing from tho fao-
tories was beginning to appear on the mrket, threatening com-
petition with his tailoring businoss. By the way, 1 believe hea
bought one of the first sewing machines, vhich he never used
extomsively In his work but more as an exporiment. So tho home
&t Summit was s0ld for $300 vhich may have been & fair price at
that tmes Thlis modest amount in cash, wiih their hounsehold
goods which thoy decided to take along, appears to have boen all
the rosources they had with which to make the move and establish
a newv home on a farm vhich asg yet had not veen seen or selected,

. It was a bold and hazardous if mot a foolhardy undertoking, Uy

fathor leter received same ald from William Apasecy and om of his

~ brothers-in-law in England,

The family npw conddsted of the fouwr older daughters, two of
then grova to young womanhood, three saons ranging in agefrom
The older girls hed
completed vhat vas knova as a commnon school education, ahout the
equivalent of the eighth grade; which qualified them to tsaoh in

~the country schools in Mimaesota. My kno ledge of the details of

the trek to Minnesota is rather meagre; but it vas the early
spring of 1864 that they left Summit for my uncle's at LuCrosso;

Hore they halted vhile my father went farther west about

-elghty miles to the Winnebego land agency looatod &t or near

vhoere Vinnebago City now is. I believe he made this trip alone
and on £0oot. From Preeborn mear what is now Albert Leu, for 18
or 20 miles in Faridbault Co. 1t was mostly neked prairle i th no

sottlors. It appears Faribault county was Pfirst settlead along
-, the Blue Earth river from Mankato to Blue &=

.- end at this dete eastward as far as the prosent site of Delavan,
.. Hext eastward Pfrom Delavan township, then knovmn as Guthrie, is

. Lura; end my father "filed” on the northeast quarter of the

southwest section; that is, section 31 JLura Township, Sverything
to the west as far as the river was taken and the other three .
qurters of this section in Lura. The seleotion of this farm was
probably due more to circwmstence snd the desire to get as oclose
as possible to nelghbors on the west than to anything else. It
wag, hovever, a good aversge piece of land in as fine a farming
section as could dbe found anyvheres This particular farm was
rather flat, and low in places vhich was somo disadvantage at
he tize and for many years to follow. There was no timber withe
in five or six miles and no stream or surface water in a dry
times The nearest store wes at Viinnebago,
Bass Lake. There were mo railioads and Tow
other than beaten peths across the prairies.
course no tuildinzs wu the plase, no trees,

the pot-office g
roads or bridges
There vere of
end no lumbor at

arth oity end beyond, .

-
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hands I think my father rather got cold feet, for when he ro-
turnod to Lustin he for once left to my mother the doeistion .
vhaother they wonld undertake the farm or take up sagaln his taile
oring buaineos in Austin. Her decislion waas for the farm and so
on to the farm they cumo. By what means of iransportation thoy
made the journsy I cannot say; but they wrived at thelr dsg-
tination in June. . The bulk of their household goods had beon
shipped by rall to 3t. Charles; not sc far beyond LaCrosse; and
vhich appears to have been the rallroad tominug at that tine.
Thoy wiore brought from thoxs by teem by the ncerest nelghbor, a
Mr. Meade The Mead family livod onc-half mile west where the
Vhite Bros. now live. The other chief neighbors were the irdrevs,
& good lethodist famly one and ono-half miles or more to the
northwest, and an Iemes famlly, Bapiisis, about the pame dig-
tance southweste } - : .
t“ : .

. The two older girls had secured schools at Austin and stayed
behind, Joining the famlly later. The first shelter was made by
piling up the boxes and furniture, and I think they must havev

lived most of that pumner in the open or a rude shack, Ny
fathor's £1ixst move was to start on foot for my uncle's st -
LiuCrogsse, & meore 160 miles vhich he made, I belicve, in sbart
five days, walking onractically all the way, There he obtalned a
pir -or yoke of young oxen, a wagon and tvio cowBe With these ho
made his way back; to the farm and the fomlly had mlilk. Thore was
unlimited wild grass for feeds ..Thers could have beon 1ittle if
anything raised that summer. By fall some lunber had been Obw
talned and a house buill; that is, its-building vas sufficlently
advanced so thet they maneged to live in it. There was only a
single board wall, no plastering. Vhen the very cold weather came
my fother plasfered up the inside somewhat with clay, vhich he dug
Trom a shallow cellar reached by 2 trap door in the floon This
froze o the wall and of course at the first thawing weather, fell.
%o the floor. 1I% must have been & trying winter. There was no
coal and fuel had to bo hauld by ox team from the woods five or
8ix miles distant, and was not always dry enouzh to burn readily.
Sometimes the snow drifted in at night and covered the beds, v

I imsgine spring and the summer sun was' nover mre § pro=
ciated. That summer Dad and the boys broke up about ‘ten acres,
where the east grove later oacupied the grounde From ell reports
ihis vas some Job with & single yoke of oxen and & plow none t oo
goods lot much crop could have boeen raised that year; aome corn
perhaps and beans; and I presume some ground near the house wag -
brought undercul tivation for a garden, )

The older girls also were teaching school.- Uy fsher no
douwbt lald claim to their wages, as he did with all of us until
ve werc 2l years old. I am notg saying this to cast any refl cce
tiona. I think considering the timee and ciroumstances he wasg
probably fully Jjustified in doing so, He hed %o scour the whole
country with his ox team to find the sohools for them; and it
helps %o explain how the family managed to live through tiocge
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Before another winter some lumber had becn obitoined and &
carponter by the name of Ballard anployed to plous the boards,
tongue end groove them and eelil the vhole house, making 1t more
habitable ; and the stage vwas set for my advent.

There vas something "phoney™ about my coming into the vorld;
some four years had elapsed since the last baby, Ellon, was born
and my parents doubtless thoughi, =nd probubly hoped, that nature
hed called & halt., I can recollect my mother remarxing on various
occasions that sho thouzht it vas a strange providence. But I was
not to be deprived of my bilrthright, and on thol6th of Fobruary
1866 I was duly born in the old, or new, farmhouse, vithout the
pid of a dootore The older Urs. Iams (ihe mother, not the vife,
of Zd Icms) attended successfully to the obstetriocal details, Xy
fathor's yomgost brother was my Uncle Simon; ao that was choson

for my first name; and Robert for my second name from Robert More,
the rocent addition to the family. -

Less than three weoks before the date of ny birth my slister.
Eli zabeth, or Libbie, who had taught school at Pilot Grove was
married to Robert liore at the parental home, the first of the

fomlily to enter matrimony. Hannah, the oldest, continued teaching ‘

for cpout teon yoars before marrying. Hary, the third of the

famlly now living, and vho also taught school, was married & yoar .

or two later to Jemes W. Young, and located on land adjoining ar v
own on the southeast. They scon moved about o mile farther south
and ecst to the othar slde of vhat we always called the blg
slough; vhich lay to the east of our farm and extonled for m dige
tance of a mile and a holf from north to south, Beyond the big
slough wos whet we knew &s the big hill. .Robert lore and Xibbie
cCumenced thelir married life on a farm at Pilot Grove some five

miles southwest of Blue Earth ¢ity, where they lived and ;roapcfed
for many ycars. . ‘

Before oclosing this sccownt which, as will be Oobserved, I
must have gotten as rslated by my parents or other mcmbers of the
family, I willgive a descriptlon of the house where I wes born amd
which I remember distinctly from living in it later. It was, I
should say, about 16x20 ft. and a scant 1% stories high: whish
provided a rather low upstairs and a large room dovnatairs. There
weres no partitions upstairs or down. ‘The longer dimension was
from north to south with the door at the engt. There ves a staire
way at the souih end running up from eust to west. Later as I
remeber there was 8 sort of dugout storeroom or coller on the

was located on the north side of the farm where the bullding site
rome ins to this day. This house vas stiruck by lightning at ons
time but no one was hurt seriously, and at another time 4t caught

fire in the roof which was oxtinguished without causing any great
dam&ge. P oL . ’
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This completes the first section of my story and I will mow

. come to tho story of my life proper, in which I will relate 0y ox=-
poriences and' reactions, together vith the connected persons and
ovents "much of which I sow and part of which I wea". Also,it nay
be, I will indulge in some furthexr camments and philosophizing as
tho panorama of my 1ife sceone proceeds. The span Of my 1life fells
naturally Into threo periods of approximately thirty years each:
the first, my infancy, youth and young manhood up to thirty years
of &ge; the seomd, my married life of approximately thirty years,
thirty-one years, seven months and seven days, to dbe exact; and )
ihird, the following thirty years, more or loss, not yotl completed.

- In recounting my experiences I shalltreat oach Of those mriods by
itself, vhile not confining myself to the excot chronologicel se-
quonce within the limits of the periods The £allibility of memory
will probably render that impossible; elso I may f£ind it expediont
to corry some aspects of my cxperience through to the end of the
period before following out othors of equal significence,

Infamy, Youth and Young Uanhood
: 1866 to 1896
- .
hs far as I oan Judge, I was a nomal child.e I was said to be
a very good baby; and I have m doubt that I rocoived the best of
cerc possible under the circumstances. I developod a hend of
curly hair, & mass of goldon ringlets; & samplé of vhich is pra=-
sorved &mong the relica I shall leave to my pogterity. lNcthing to
boast of otherwise Judging from my earliest "likenegs", also among
ihe relics. The .outstanding evenis during the first three years

of my lirfe wore the marriasge of my sister dary to James Yoing, a‘-"j'_'_"

alreudy montioned, and the birth of & youngor brother on Juno 6th,
1868+ He was named Enos Jemes, after James Young, and

Be Jo Montague, the greatly beloved pastor of the churehr at Sumait.
Thls may be considered an event of first inmportance to me as 1t
supplied me with a playmate ncar my ovwa 8ge, mmd naturally an in-
timate relationship developed between us which has lasted for

— OVver more than seventy years; not thot ve were always harmonious

for we had plenty of soraps vhile groving up, for which I em wille
ing to accept the major share of guilt, -

"y brother Jim, my brother Jim, . -
How well I do remcmber him.
He was my Junior by two years,
+nd I his senior nearly ten,

How much supsrior I was then,"

Shortly after my third birthday I sustained the loss of a part -
of the index finger of my right hand, Jjust misaing the secomad .

Jolnt. I have no recollection of tho eccident ana have m ver felt

it % Dbe zny great handicap; but no doubt it seemed serlaxs euough
at the tiw to my parents, brothers and sistorss It must have
boen the spring of 1869 and as told to me later, happoned in this
way: My older brothers were engaged in oaring for some of the
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stock and neoded the ax for some purpose. I don't suppose they
asked moe to fetch 1%, but evidently I attempted to do so, tripped
and fell over & log, the sherp ax cming down on my finger.e I
think it was completely severed and a gash was cut in my next
finger, the soer of which ocan s8till be plainly seen. I was not
rushed to a dootor but a neighbor from across the 1oad, a
Urs. Stockley, was called and dressed the vound, apparently mek-
ing a good Job of it. Howsver the family must have been pentc-
stricken for my fether borrowed a mule from a neighbor, a '
Ur, Cornish, and rode twolve milos to Blue Earth to soe a dootor;
but bringing back nothing but advice and directions in the caso,
I can treat the matter 1ightly now but it can be rendily under-
stood that my folks did not at the time. Thoy buried the severed
membor in the good earth, not for from the house, and marked the
8pot by pleating live-for-cver on it; ard while 1t is now ob-
literated I think I could locate it very closely. I can point to

w3

vearing & covering or cap, a cleen one for Sunday, on this finger _

before it was fully healsd, us my earliest roecollection.

A% this tims the surrownding territory wes largely oceupied
by settlers; much of the vacant land to the eacst having beon
teken up tho same year my folks moved in; so that they soon had
neighbors on all sidess 1In the ycar 1872 the railrosad camg
through from LaCrosse, missing Austin by about three milos to the
north and the south line of our farm by tem to fowrteen rods, and
terminating at lilnnebago. It was promoted by H. Vi. Holly and was
known as the S+ M. R. R (Southern Minnesota Rail Road), A 5tfe
tion and town was established one and onc=half miles southwost
from owr bullding sito and nomed Dolavan. I was ot tils time
cbout six years old and can remember running aad getting up on the
cow stable to "see the cars go by."

I will at this point give somo account of our neighbors and
the conditions surrounding my lifo on the farm duriny these carly
years as I remember them. The road from tho east through to
lilnnebago followed the northern bowndary of the farm, ond across
the road a 1lttle 1t the west lived owr néarest neighbors, the
Stockloys. This place was proviously occupied by
name of Cliff; but that was bofore I can remembor. The Stockley
fenlly comsisted of the parents and three children: Darwin, Jene
pnd Will; the latter aboul my age, and the most intimate of ny
ploymates outside of the family. The Stockleys lived there 111l
I was twenty years old or more, then sold the place to & Ur,

Johnscn,. who lived in Delavan. The Bdward Iames family scitled on

the place directly west of ours. There vere two girlas, the oldex
near ny age, and they lived there omtinuously, their son or
grendson ocoupying the plece to this day, - There were no near
-neighbors t the souths To the sast lived the Coxnish family for
nany years, &nd adjoining ow ferm to the northeast a fonmily by
the name of Frost, at £irst less than & half mile away but early
moving %o the narthern boundary of their famm near where a log
school house wes built bofore my school days began. 4t a farther
distance the neighbors vith whom I came mosut in cantact in school

a fenily dy the



e

or church were the Vioods, the Zvans'es, the Chestnuts, and the
/ndrevs already mentioned. . .

iy early years voere spent in this t,plcal frontier country
enviramment and I 1iterally grew up with the country. At first
there was mugh unbrdken prairie which only graduslly ceame under
the plow and my earlicest important occupation, aside from a few
chaes, wes herding or watching the cattle, This I worked into
gradually with my oldexr brother, Ben, ond it cantinued vell into
my 'teens. I cannot say that I think it was idesl empléoyment for

- & boy. Two or three hours forenoon and afternoon day in mmd day

out, alone on the prairie in enforced seml-idleness, boczmo very
borssane and uninteresting. However I survived it and probably
profited by 1t In sane ways. :

inother of my Jobs that stick in my memory was peddling .
asparagus, of vhich we had a surplus. This I used to take up
tovm as a barefoot boy and I cen distinctly remember some of my
custamers. Hol 2 bad Job &nd I usueally received a nickel of
the procecods for'spending momy, & very scarce item in my boy- .
hood experience, ’ .

For some ten yoars my father stuck t the oxen for all farm
work end for lorg itrips which he took to mill or to market. I
can remomber his huaving & box which was £illed with wovisions
to lasi several days on trips to Mankato or Viaseca, thirty or
forty miles distant, with 1ittle more than trails ceross the -
proirie to follow, Occaslonally too some of the family would
make the eighteen or twenty mile ¥rip Yo Pilot Grove to vislt the
Hore's over the week ends This was an all day Jowrney behind the -
slov-going oxon in a springless farm-wagon.

tlost of our neighbors soon swiiched from oxean to horses; .
but my fether was one of the last to make the chango. I was, I
think, seven or eight yecars old when he traded two yoke of oxen
for a team of horses named Fan ami Doll; nclther of vhich vere
perfectly sound and normal, Dollwas a hizh-spirited sorrel
with a rinzbone on a front foot that lamed hor so that she went
with a limp, and Fan was a bay mare that had the uncanny trick
of kicking over the tongue of the wagon or cher fernm implement,
sitting on 1t with all her weight till she broke it down. She
weg, though, & good brood mare and produced & half -dozen good
oolts in succeeding years; every one of which I oan name and
describe in detall till they were disposed of, so fixed in
memo Iy are the incidents and circumstances of our youthful days,.
I can well remember riding aocross the prairie to churoh at
Delavan with the horses and wegon, which the older boys at first-
hed some difficulty in gettinz hi iched up roperly. Ve surely
thought 11 vas swell. This horse geneology is of interest to

me. They were our daily companias in work and Play, and ei ther
v .
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Y our mride or our exbarrassments

The other farm animalsg, especlally the cattle, verc also in-

toresting in lesser degree and I can rocall mmy of thom indivie
dually from my earliest recollections. Ve developod a medium
slzed herd through the years, having usually I should say from ton 1
to twenty . heads These were cared for through the winter mostly in :
etraw sheds during thec earliest years. Ve never hecd any shoep, !
and only comparetively few pigs. There were always chickens, end ‘
at different times, ducks, geese and'turkeys. 4le soveral dogs '
that I con remember. _ :
. ne {

* But it wos the horses spparontly that interested me most, and - |
I wvill indulge in tracing oul the line % the end of the period, .
Pirst ceanme three bay colis:’ Kit, iolly and Billy; then a sorrel, %
Fred, a rother large, lumbering creature, followed by a trim, ‘
sloek black namod Nell, @nd amother sorrel, Bess. Vhen I was P EX-
haos gbout thirteen yoars 014 my father traded old Doll and Xit
for & very good yoke of oxen; which left uws with old Fan, and _
lolly braken In at tvo years, the oxen taking the heavy farm woxks
Vie must have kept this ox team for several years for I did conp-
siderable plowing with them. lolly and Billy were of modium
welght and would have made a nice feam for us; but the vinter I
vag fifteen my fother sold them to my brother J. Fe who had
bought a farm of his ovm and vho traded them for e heavy work %oam
thet were vory high-life and laber came near being the cause of my °
undoing. ' ' - ' SRR

It was the gummer of 188l .at harvest-time, tho first day of
Augugt, thet I mot with a serious accident on my brother's farm,

gold soon after to W. I, McNeil, I pause here to recount this X
exporience and the circumstancos conneoted 'with it. 4t tris tims -
the.grain wes harvested vith a machine drawn, usually, by three
horses and carrying a driver and two men who bound the grein in
bundlos by hand, with bands of straw fran the grain as it vag
elovated to a table on the machine. This was follced a fow yoors
later by the self binder; at first uslng wire for bands, which was
not very satisfactory and wds soon superceded by the twine binder, .

a rother intricate plece of machinery for the time and vhich ig ‘
8411l in common uses On this particular occasion my two oldey o
brothers were binding the groin and & neighbox boy, Pearl Core

nish, was driving the three-horse team; the big pair Just men=-
tlonsd, and owr old Fan, My father and I were shoe king the grain

on the vest side of tho field and as the harvesting machine

turned the northwest corner a short distsnce from us, the horses

took fright and staged & run-away. This waos dangerous, for the
driver espeolally; end vith the idea of stopping them I ran di-
rectly in front of them, holding up & bundle of grein, and wasg

grouwnd under their hoofs and the heavy machine. '

This would appear like a senseloss and foolhardy performance
on my part but there was a reason for it which I will explain
later. The cheances of my stopping that team, 28 I see it now,

were just about zero agd it might easily have emled Ly young lifé;
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but that wes not to be my fates I camo out of it vwdth only ‘a broe-
ken leg and an ugly gash. One naturally wndors vhat sensations of
foar or pain a porson oxperiences in an acecident of thet kind, I
suppas e thoy vary a good doel but in my case there was not much of
either. 1t all happened so quickly therc was not much time to
think. I was knocked senseless for one thing, es I have been on
two or three other occgsions that I can recall; tut I wes con-
scious for a split seconl et lezsi, as that ouffit .went over mnoe
There vas no sense of pain in any perticwar pert of my body;
Just a dull general sense:of beinz mauvled and a conscious thought
for a moment of vhat vas hagpening. The noxt thing I Xmew I vias
lying on the ground with the men arownd me and saw that my xright
leg wvas broken between the hip and knee. The next I remcubor:
distinctly is rlding home a mile or more in the lumber Vagone o
neighbor, Walt Chestnut, vho was working neaxr by, had gone to towm
for a doctor, who arrived in due time a%t our home., Lo ons elbe
waa injured and the team was stopped slortly, after running into
somp shocuzs of grain, Heither the ride home nor having my log set
el bandeged caused me any severe pain. Sewing up the wund was:
warse but I grinned and bore'it and so fur as I can remember shed’
no tears that day. ' : :
. In order to enable them to dress my vowmd my father made a
wooden framo with cross stripsof strong cloth on which I lay and .
could be lifted from the bed; but lying quletly and continuously
on my back vag tiresome and gave me a fiérce backache for o while
which was hard to bear. Zveryone vas kind aand sympathotliec and no
one reproached me for my folly. 4s I have said, thore was a
rotson for 1t: Some time previous my brother Ben had socn a rua-
away teom stopped up town in some sueh menner and vaig telling
about it, I remarked that I thought it vould be & danzorous .
thing to do; or somethirg to that effoct, andhe replied to the
effect that they were very likely to stop if a person blocked
tholr ways Thut thought, and the danger the driver vas in, .
flashed into my mind whon I saw that team start to mn end I acted
on it. I thought over that as I lay there ani how my brothor
would be blomed and would feel if 1% wes known what prompt ed my
foolish act, and I decidsed to say nothing cbout 1t out 0f o 4=

deration for himne ‘I have folt sl nge that for a fifteen year old
ki1d that was a bit chivalrous,.

It was three or four weoks before I was allowed t0. 8it up in
bed &nd sbout soven veeks before I got on my feet. I was sapplied
with some good and interesting recding, including a copy of
Robinson Crusoce sent me by my uncle at LeCrosse. The doctor on
mexsuring my leg found it an ineh or more too sbort vhich has given
me & distinctive limp through the yearss I came out, too, with a
very Stlff knee which took some time to limbor upe

However in the next five to ten years 1 developsd into s
tolerably well-aprearing young man or er six foet tall with heavy
heir ond & sandy mustache, then in style. \hile recove ring from
my accident, on crutches, I went to stay for a few days in Delavan
&t the home of my sister Susan (irs. Henry Harding); and while

KX
1

' .
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there visited at the ifethodist preacher's, a Rov. . Y. Sri th, '
They hed two children, Jessie Pronces,.about eight yours old, and
Zlliot, six, .This wes my first mecting with Ke girl I bocamo cne
goged to merry some oight or ton yeers latere But that is

endiier story, The fithor died the folloving spring. He vas a
fine man cnd greatly beloved by the church bedples The family
the n moved and were awey from our cormuni ty for several yecers,

I algso went to 2ilot Grove for & visit and by the following
sprinz was able to take upn work again; and during the following
threoe or four years gained cxperienco with the heavier farm work,

: To corry the horses along in my story, after dls posing of

the first three colts we verc left at this time with the next
tvo; Fred, the big sorrel, and Nell, the high-spirited black,
which formed the main Ffeem teom for several yo&trse They vore not
well mated and wore very disagreceble %o drivo; especizlly on the
road wherc Holl fretted end fumed and tricd to Xoeep helf her
length chead of her glover-going matece I vwould tis her back to
him on one side and hang on to her with the linc from ithe other,
but she would prunce and fret and sweat to the end of tho trip.
They vere a trial to drive but I went with them on nany a irip;

sometimes tweniy miles or more for wood, teking two days for the
trip. Tho horses-were individually all zight but were badly
mated. :

The other sarrel, Bess, which might have made & gosd mate fory
Fred, my father sold for e good price as scoon as che was £EToTM .
Ilo also sold old Fan somewhere  along sbout this tines Nell, .the
highspirited black, wes nov used fox breeding, and raissd two fine
colts; one of which I gan only faintly Temember, except tlet she
was cheatnut in color. The othor was e bay which we numed Pen ang
kept for many years. ‘It wes sboud this tise that I bought a sor-
rel with & white, or light, mane ani tall; and called her Doll; a
sorvicable animal but with no style. She roised ons colt which
I traded at two years old for a buggye. ZLater Nell raised four
blackg: Xit, Jennie, Don and Ruth. Kit I traded for a Plano
binder (hervesting machine)s Ve had proviously traded old ¥red
for a second hand Champion binder and Hell died in the offort to
bPxoduice andher colt. The horses left on the farm at the end of
this period wexe.Fan end Doll, Jennie, Dan and Ruth.

The Family: I will retwrn now in point of time to my capr-
lior recollections and give soms nccount of the family and my
relation to them during thiec Pirst thirty year poriod. iy
mo ther and father were forty-five and forty-nine years o0ld rege-
pactively, the yoar I wags born; so my memory of them has. to do
with the years after they had pessed the half-century mark.

Hy father was an austore person who maintained a strong autherity
over his family but wes never ebusive. This authority he heilg
till we were twenty~one years or ageo, and none of us avor stazod

© & revolt agalnst 1t; at any rato not a successful one;which I
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4o ug thet I do not conolder &8 {deal, Still, he vics rospected
and respoctobles Ho was morally upright end I bolieve genuinoly
conscientouws; @d he scrupulously observed the conventional xo-
1igious formalities of the time. He wes & loyel church momber
while being in & moosure critical and jndependent in hio thinking.
L a matter of course Sunday meent chureh end Sunday School for
the entire family unleso thore wes oome good roason for omission,
and in the home he conincted famlly warship every morning by
peoding 2 chaptor frad the Bible, kneeling with tho family and
offering & prayor of atanderd form and length. The prayoer nat-
urally becane o aaevwnat stercotyped snd 1 think I could rcpeat
mach of it from memoXy even todays slso asking a blessing ot ithe
‘tgble wes 8un invariaeble rule. In these formelities my father
officlated cxelusively unt il we werc well grown UDe

The velue of such Observances may be debatebles I think it
i1g true that they do not ropresent the essencse of true religlon
snd may, and sanetimes do, degenerate {nto mere fora withoul any
rcal substionce. Hevertheless it 1is saquelly truc that something
of the kind is often, and probably generally'helpful and even _
necessory &8 & mecns to an end; and I camot help but fecl that in
abendoning the forxmalities to the extent to which they have been
cpandoned, thore is a definite roral ond spiritual loss. I do 0ot
ndvocato a return exactly {0 the old forms and practices, but
rather the developmont of something better and more suitod to
present-day canditions and modern cultureés As fexr as the daily
Bible reading is con cerned, and my fother did miuich of it for
hiwself &t odd tilmes, reading aloud vhether anyone was listening
or not, I attribute much of my knovledge of tho book to being cox~
posed to it in that way all during oy early Yysarse

iy mo ther possessed all of the virtues and few if any of the
faults and shoricamings of wy father. In contrast, her relations
to her children Was cles o andintimates AL the samo tine we were
kept in our place. io must have been taught obedlcence by s ce
sort of soul-force &8 neither my father or mohar resorfcd to phy=-
aical punishments dwing my 11 fot ime, although I think they prace-
ticod 11 to some extent in their early married life. Al my enI-
liest roecollcotion my mother's healith was badly shattered ani my
most poignant momory. is of hor suffering sevorely with her baock
and I think it was dwe o this that my cere was delegated
largely to my ststers. Loter there wes same improvement in her
health but I always knew her as more or less of an invalid. She
. was I bolieve an ideel Hoiher, absolutely devoted to her famlly .

and practically immnune from eriticism by any of us. 48 far as

hor health would pormit she was the bread-baker and butter-maker,
along those yearse 411 of our bread was home-made anl the milk
from our cows wae set in pous for the cream %o raise, to be
churned end made into butter for use or sale, lost of 1t vics
taken 1o the store %o exchange for groceries Or dry-goods at
prices renging Prom six io pexrheps twelve or £ifteen conta a
pound. During the swamer when the price was low my mother used
to pack it in throo and fowr gallon Jars, cover it with a layexr -
oF belt and keep 1t till fall to realize a higher price. This '
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wes tho early dairying practice; end I might hore give & briof ac-
count of the dpvelopment of the modern croeamory or buttor-fectorye.

Phe Pirst one neer us wes at Winnebego and the croom wis .
gathered by mén ond toem from the surrounding comtiry within a ro-
dins of ten miles or more; the milx boing set in welor in deep
cens vith a gloess gouge in one slde to me2sure the creenm by the
inch, The skimming was done by the man vho collocted the cream and
nanled it to the cresmery. Afior a few yeors the cregm sepira- .

tors came into use and were installed ol the croeamericss The

milk wes thon hanled to the creamery by the formcers to bo sopar-
atod znd the skim-milk roturned for use on tho ferms Later, honde
geparators camo into general use and the sepzratinzy vas done at
the farme By these mcthods tho ounality of the product was steadily

improved to reach the present high standaxrds.

To return tg the family, my eldest sister Hennah, vho toughi
school for scvorzl years, was not much at home and I remember little
of her before hor merriage in 1872 to Silas Cookse I remember the
weddiny, belng six years old al the time. Thoy located on & farm
throe miles south-wost of Blue Eerth City, where they rosided for
mony years and reared a famly of six,

My next sister, Elizabetlh, Libbie or Lib, alreﬁdy mentioned as
married just_previotazto my birth, was the mo ther of 2Zive boyse.

Uary, the next, married soon afior, had o children of their
ova but they adopted & boy, Ed, and his sister Fanny, both neer nmy
azo; tnd later cnother girl, Pearl, and & nephew, Charles Harding..
they resided during 21l of this pearlod about o mile and a half
southeast of us &t the souwthorn extremity of the big hill. :

Pollowving Mary cuome Susan snn, my sister Susie or Sue; and
well I rememboer her for she was like & mother to me, my own mother
beinz o much of en invalid, She was at home when not teaching
school, untlil 1874 vhen she was merried to Honry Herding. Iwo ox
three yecrs provious to this the family had o severe siegoe of ty~
phoid fevers It began with brother Charlle who contracted it,I
believe, from & neighbor, the Moadss Flve othors of tho fanily
contracted iLt, only my father, brother Jim and myself escaping.

Most of them were down with it at the same timeo but they pgot along
. saueway without much outside helpe Brother Jim and I werc small
and - probably more trouble then help. Sister Libbie came for a
while and they were attonded by & Dre liinch from Blue rerth, cud

a}ll recovered; but it was the warst siege of sickness in the family
I can remembere ~

~ .

tmile on the subject I will record In regard to my ovn health
.that I was none toorobust &s a child or young boy or even &g an
cdolcscent. I think I had allthe stanmdard ailments, from belly-
ache %o moasles, with headaches, fevers and so forth. Fover of
some kind was a frequent occurronce. One occasion in particular
vihen I wag quite young stands out in my memory. I was throwvm into
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some ort 0f a spasm, due Lt was thowght to sdministerinz a dose of
scnna tcea vihile at the seame timo giving wme a vierm foo! ~bath. That
was a harrowingz expericence; like a bzd dream; but utterly beyond my
paver t deseribo even nows, Tho effcet of 1t £followed ond herrassed
mo at times for yeers, especlally in the dark. Fortunately I oute
grow it, alongy with my other ills, into the ‘cnjoyment of normally
gocl healthe : .

. To retwrn; the Hardings lived for a few ycors in the country
ncer his father's farm home, then moved into Delavan. They were the
porents of a son, Will, two deughters, Lettis and Hlasie, and
Cherles, adopted by the Youngs after his mother's death which oo
curred in the fall of 1889.

I do not remember my drother, Charles William, or Charlie, be=-
ing at home much before he started teaching school. He taught suc-
cessfully in the ¢ountry schools both before and after his marriage,
et the age of twenty~three, to -Agnss C. -0gilvie, in the year 1876,

I was not prosent at thelr wedding, At that time and for = year or
so ofter he was teaching twelve or fourtsen milesa, directly south of
our home in a Norweglan neighborhood, MMy memory of him at this
period centers around his more or less Zrequont journeylng beok and
forth %o his school vork, A wmon means of travel wes on horsoback;
usually vithout a saddle as we had none of ow own., I must have
covered many hundred miles in that way duoring ny *tecens; somctimaes
going part way with my brothers to their boarding places whon toache-
inz to bring the horses baek, Vhen brother Charlie acgquired & horse
ond buggy of his ova 1t was qulte an event. Not all of thoe fammers
hod buggies at that time. £ springless farm wagon with perhops

one sgring-seat was our usual conveyance. Charlie end Agsie,

after o yoaxr or so of tecching in the Norwegian districts, scttled
permanently on a farm scme fivo milc s sowthoest of Vilnnebogo and
reared & family of fivo boys.

Uy next brother, John Fletcher or Plet, as he.was called, was
at home until he too started tocaching, and of? and on thorocaftor
until he married in 1882. Ho it was vho bought the farm whore I head
my leg broken the proviows year. He married sdaline or Addle Lewis
whoso family lived near Vernon Centre some cighteen miles north-
vicst, I did not attend their wedding, They lived onc year at Vor-
non on the Grannis farm, then moved to their ovn, built a smll
house and soon sold out to the McNoils, They then bought out a stora
in Delavan, ran it & short time and thon moved to Ashland, Vig,
After @ few yeoars they returned and had a store at Ledyerd, Iows,
whore Addie died in 1893. He thoen went to Duluth for a year, re=~
turned in poor health and hired out to Robert More. At this time he

had three daughters: Minnie, Esther and Paith, distributed among
thelr awmts and uncles. : .

1 wes much with my brother Ben on the ferm. He was 8lx yoars
- older then I, was quite a hend to trade (jock-knives, atc.), get
hold of a litile money now and then, anl beforse he vas twenty-ona
" —migaged 10 clrcumvent the strict discipline and gejout at night
.~ once in a while whero the two older boys had faile o« He wag a 100%
" good brother and I could relate many things connceted with cay boy-
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hood dayi, Onco wlken we were out with the cattle same distance from
the house a femily of Indims came riding by across the prairie on
their poniss, hecded for somsvherse That was the only time I evor
saw Indliens in the open; but thoy paid little if any attntion to us
end vent on their way. On another occasion we started with a few head

of stook for the lores at Pilot Grove sabout twonty miles distent, The ..

idea wes to got them into a herd a few miles beyond there forthe sum-
mers Two or threc parties made a business of herding large droves of
cottle through the summer on unsettled prairies at the Iowa stato
line znd beyond, at a very low charge per hesd; endthey wero gent
thore from fer ond ncers I was some tea or tuelvo years old, and we
gtartod ous on a Saturday morning vith ons horse, old Doll, so as to

take furns yiding, drivinzg the cattle vofore us, Some distence on the -

way wo fell in with one of thoe herdsmon driving a large herd, and
turned our fow in and went along with thems Vhen we ot to the Blus
Darth river tho thole herd were allowed to go over iha bridge at onco,
vwnich vias cntrary to the law, snd the old bridge rocked and sweyod and
I imegine came ncar collapsing: but happily 4t held up., 4t Blue Zarth
we found 2 chance for ms 10 roturn to my alster's home, tho Hardings,
by teem and wegon, and brother Ben went on with old Doll to the herde
grouads ten or twelve milcs boyond, I staid at my sister's thst
night and msde the trip home, threc mils or more, the next morning
on foot, Brother Ben staid at the herdsmzn's over night and returned
aftor a day or so bringing & hand corn~plenter which he bought at
Blue Zaerth; the Zirst we ever had, Freviasly our guite larzge ficlds
of corn wore plentcd with the hoe, dronping the scod by hand. low it
is done with a team or twzactor. But thuot handplanter wes a good one
end 1 gtill have it and may lsave it es g rellic, :

Ko '

On recching maturity Bon also taught school. It was gotting to
bo a family tradition. HNeaawhile I think he vas lookirg uround for a
vife; and became engogod to one of our neighborhood giris. 9Tho sunaer
of 1882 he went to vork with ‘brother Fletcher at Vernon and fell so
decply in love vith the younger Lewis 8izl, Zva, that he cancelod any
cngagements he had and vaited three years for her %o grow up., They
were married im 1885 and I astionded their wedding, driving over I
think with my sister BElld. I was ninetcen years of age and at the
weddiny dinner we vere paired, my partner being Effiec Sowor whom I had
not met beforce I was Supposed to escort her to the table, which I
did with much trepidation. I thought "“then, and I think %111, she -
wag the nicest of the Sower 8irlse I believe this ig the first ofrfoir
I over attended with a pariner of the Opposite sex. It vas something
of an ordeal for me and, for better op worze, LEffie died not vary
long after. 4is for brother Ben, thoy vent to 4dshland, Wise for zbout
8 year, then returned to Vernon whore a son, Orrin, was born,; ani
afterward they lired at Ledyard, Iova, for a nwaher of yoars,

iy sister Ellen, Ella or El, being more neerly ny own agae, wag of
course & constant compunion during ry boyhood and asg it turned out
Wo were together in the old home to the end of this period ond be-
yond. iffer teaching u term or two of school, in the fall of 1886
when I wes twenty yeers 0ld, she was married to 4dndrew Lewis; thig
being the third wedding in the sams %two families, a ruther unusual
occurrenco. Thers was s&il;ﬁratha: possidility or two and I vaa next
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-(?‘ in line, but fallod to follow suit. leither did ny brothor Ji:,
Hoviever omr two familics appear to have beon vVary caipatible and I

" think we have always folt more involved end at home than is the case
with zay of the other cawnections by narrlcges Uy siztor's marrl sge
followed a ruther turbulent courtship enl the engcgemcnt was broken
off the previoas winter. To P11l the aching void she bought a perloyr
orgen, quite a luxury ot that time and less common then planoa =are *
today, although not es expensive. After the vedding in Septomba
they vient to South Dzkota bui returned the following sprirng, indrew
being in very poor health, They stoyed & shoxt tino at Vernon, then
with her sister, tho Youngs, vhere the husbond gradually ?2i{kd and
died in September, ono yesr and one weox after thoir norriazo. after
the funeral Ella ceme to live with us egedin aml in January her
deushier, Samantha, was born. This was my first 8Zporionce of having
& buby born in the house and they continucd to live with us from

~that time one ;

ify brother James, Jamle or Jame, We never called ‘hia Jim until
after he left home, trailed along with me through tho yecrs, iy '
nother called us her two little Hinnesotans; end nothing pearticulsarly
eventful havpensed to him that I can remembers Ho cut off no fiazers
énd broke ro bones. He was more quick-tompersd than I, viticeh I took
advantege of, ocecasionally at lesssi, to stir up & freeas, In whiech I
usuelly had to act on the defensive and became quite adept in warde
ing of attacks boing as I was two years the older. But we nloyed
. . together, worked tozcthor, slept togethor and went to cohool tow
" pother, In schoul he kept well zbreast of me for hig 2ge und was, I
think, & 1iftle quicter at figures. We had few rlaythings oxcept
-~ 8uch a8 vc devised ourselves ard wers Just as wellbetisficd so far as
1 con sec. Our play horses verec broomsticks or oflicr sultable
stlcks, astride of which we roamod the Fferm up into our 'tcens I
guosa, Com-cobs, whito and red, served for cattle, and broken into
shori pieces were pigs,. Latar, of course, we had the real animals to
- care for, and we eorly had our regular chores to attond tos. I 8till
‘contend thet the farm, large Or small, is the best plagcs to 8Tov up,
The winter of 1889, to keep up the family tradition, Jim taught
school in the Lang distriet. . This wes befors bs was twenty-one years
old and I have to record that he failed to complete the tomm by a few
vWeekse. I wes at home that winter ana OB one occasion scme of the
Lewwis'’s ani Adra Sowers came to visit s and a bunch of us went over
to visit Jim at the school four or five miles northeast. About al I
can reuosmber of that trip is fhet Adra-wes my riding partner. The
folloviny swamer Jim remined on the farm with me and clfter that tool
Scue business schooling ot Blue Earthand Des Moiass, Iovm. 'He aid
~ BOlw chanvassing as & book agent, worked at Ledyard & short time maq
from there went to Duluth vith brother Flet, vhere he toolk up steno-
graphy end secured a position with 2 law am realzestato firm mY -
bdghlend, Wise which he held for several Yyears.

- The Farm Buildimgs: I have given a description of tho first
" house built =ond it was sbout nine or ton years later, vhen I was goeven
or eight years old, that my fatiew undortook the building of a new
bouse, doing tho work himself, The fivst pary of this was 16x22 7t
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with 12 £t. pocts. The fowdation was oak blocks or posts end thore was
e busement ccller with & depth or height of six foet or more, with e
window et the south end, The first floor wes divided into & front room,
at the north 12x16 f£t. with a door in the eeast; o bodrocom 8x9 ft. to

tho southwest, a stulrwey and pentry to the southecst; the stairs running
up from cast to wests 4t the fool of the stairs was e door which at :
first opensd out into a lean~to on the east, suiteble for & sumuer
kitchon onlye. & few years later on,an L. 14xl4 £t,, one story high,

waes built in place of the lezn-to 10 soerve as & zitchen, leavinz the

medin front room for a sitting-room or parlore. There viere tvo wp-

eteir rooms in tho main seection, one large ono i the north and & nare
ro7 ons to the south, each with a closet. This house vhen completed

was & cresditable oms for the ti es, but it's building progreassed by
stages. Vhen wo first moved into it there wes no siding or olap-

boards ocutside, and only back-plastering belween the studdings inside.
Lator & mason by the nems of Toler way employed to cauplete the nlag-
tering end vith a smell lean-to at the roesr of the kitchen and a small
porch over tho front dooxrs, it did good service to the end of thi

period in 1896, ‘ ' | )

The first outbulldings werc straw gheds and a log granery with a
corn-crid on the east; the bullding of which I cannot rcmombor. I do
romembor & log-chain swuing at the south end of the corn-erib whieh we
used a lot., This building had a thatched roof of swamp-grass bound in
bundles, #nd did good sorvide for a nuwber of yvers. In the sprins or
sunmer of 1881 my father sold four steors for sixty dollars and startoed
the ercetion of a frome building for & grancry. This was connleted

vhile I was laid up with my broken leg in Lugust and September, 1t
vwag 14x20 Lt. vith 10 or 18 £4, posts and a ten foot leoan~to onthe.
viest and gouth for cattle and horses. Tvio years latcr ondher bullde

ing waz bullt 16x24 £, with 12 fi{. posts wnd used mainly for a
horse and hay bam. There vwas & com-crib on the north side and the
0ld log-granary diseppeared about ithis ti . These two farm bulldings
sufficed for barn and grantry uniil after the c¢lose of this thirty-
year perlod. ' o

School Duys: Before proceeding vwith my story from the ‘tacn ege
on, I willgive some account of my school days. I cannot remembor when
the log schoocl-house was bullt; which was situated midway on the
north side of the farm to the northeast of us neur the farm~fpouseo,. -
There wes & small grove there too, some of the tress remaining loag
aftor both school-house and farm-stead vere gone. This wos about
three-fourths of a mile from our home, &8 the crow flies; owr wual
route; & 1little over a mile by the roads The school yoar wos usually
& four months term in winter, beginning in lovemyer, and a threo
wonths term in the spring and snnmer; more often than not with &
chéngo ol teachers. This was scmetimes abridged to three months in
winter or two in swmmer, and frequently the pupils missed & part or
all of either one teram or the other. There vies no compulsor& school
law, e ‘

About tho best that could be daone under these circumstances vag
to coaplote the common branches, about egquivalent to the elghth grade,
vy the time we wars eightcpn or nineleén years old. lany failed to do
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- . that., Those of us who succceded werc oligible to teke &n examination
and 1f wo stood woll, rcceive u tcacher's certificuics Thore was 1lit-
tle formel groding in this school. Zach of us went Forvward as fust
an vie could,-or did depcndent of course on our naturel c«bility, how

vell vie an>lied ourselvos cnd how regulcyr we were in attendancoe The
corrioulum coneistod of the three proverbial R's: readiny, writing and
erithmetic, along with spelling, geogra gy eald gramner, end lattorly
Ue Se hiﬂtowy. The first schools, I presumc, wers ccnducted by oxl-
vate individuals or by voluntary cooporetion of the settlers; but
gschool districts vworec soon crgenized under state laws &nd functioned
under & school becard ccnsisting of a Diroctor, 8 Clerk and a Troosu-
rer, elncted 2t en annual school-neceting. They were thon suporvised
by a county Suserintcndent of schools who vislted the schosl once . or
twice durin? cach term, ror moay ycoers our Sudcerintendent vas

R, V., Richards and aftor him ons of my former toachers, John Geddis,
who died &nd was succceded by his vife.

¢

Corporal punishaent was permitted but there was not a groect deal
"of it in our school, The usual penelty for infraction of the ruloes
or fcilure in studies was to "stand on the floor" for a certain
length of tiae or =¢ay In at rcecess or wficr schools I was naver
vhi*ned in school and incurred few of the milder punishmentis; being a
good student, rather timid and not given to mischief or violqtinp
the rules; but I oncoe gav two 1little boys zbout my ovn apge and MPOSG
- pemes I could give, rcecelve o good svitching on thelr bare legn, and
later ano ther was punlished severely with a flat ruler on the puln of
:_.nis hind. Later stillvl vitnessed a lively scufile between tho
teacher, el Veay, und & grown up girl. DBut on the vihole our school
vics cuite waenable to discipline and there were no roal tongh guya.
Thero viore, however, two or thres bullies among owr neighbor boys
from whom, as I ssec it now, I suffercd &ll too mee}.ly. I sure was
an ultr&—pucillpt .due pgrtly I suppose to notural timidity border=-
ing on cowardico but mre I think to home training cnd my mother's
influcences I am s8tlll & pacifist but I think there s a 1imit bo-
yond whilch i % ceases to be a virtue.

—  iost of my schooling wes in the aforchentioncd log school-houses
It was, of course, & sinzle roomes The setts for sone yﬂars wero
home-rade benches; the moet of them provided with & desk of some
kind, also homo~-nade. Vhen vo wore called up to recite it vas to sit
on & lom backless beachs I rememboer my father once nmaking a new boench
for this purpose. There was & blackboard, also homu-mada, anl a small
table ond chair for the teachors The room wes huated in wintor with
a wood-burning box stove ‘placed s:mevhere ncar the centrma I think,
hovever, before a new schovl-houso vias built, some putent sects wi th
desks were installed cnd & f£ew other inmprovements mades Two Or three

 yeers before I finished my schooling, a new freme building vas built
nearly & helf mile farther northeast nsar the iicHeil home. This build=-
ing wos more commodious but I think it was luter that a vestibule angd

"belfry were added to it. ) ®

e I was started in school the sumaer term of 1872 or perhaps '73
end my flrst teachor's nemo was Ellen Trevere I donot think thet I
can meke & couplete ilst of my succeeding tcachers or the oxast ordor
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in vhich they came; but I can remexboer tho most of them. Thore wag
smelie Lellog, & iiss Shenwon, Jane Stockley our neighbor, Kinnie
thi tney, Juaes Young my brother-in-law, my brother Cherlioc AZM B
Ogllvie afterwords married to brother Charlie, Charles M, zmaj) uoy,
John Geddis end Jim Geddis, the lest on the list. It was customery :
at e closo of oach term for the tcacher to prosent oach junil with 4
a curd usually lmovn as & "reward of merit"; and I have & numnbsr of -
these to leavd as relics slong with a diplome and my teacher's coriie p
Plcateg. . \

I always liked school end wes proficient 'in my studies, Iy fa= :
vorite subjeect, I would say, was arithmetic and I completed the 1list
rether chead of the usual time. Our teescher, Maj Ly, introduced us
to elewentery ilgebra, und Physiology =nd Hyziene, two high-sehool
subjects which I mastered before my school days came to & closc.
«~lzcbra especially fascinated ma end I heve never forgotton it's
fundemontel prinelples, The solving of mathematical problems i‘f-? I
bcelieve, & good preparation for solving the prectical and philoso=
phical problems with which owr humen lives cnfront us. One 1little
imident whlch I havensvor forgotten I msy mention., iy nelighbor
playmite and achool~-mate, Will Stockley, who had mide himself rathery
disagreetble to mo, Vas mlvays poges shesd of the class in his arith-
mtic. One dey we were putting same woark on the blackboard end I saw
clearly that he was copying mine, That troubled me but I gaid nothe
ing end only thought thet time would tell who would come out boat in
the end. Iy thought was vindicated for in the noxt few yecars he
turned oul rether badly and finally skipped the country,

dy schooling was completed at 1Y yeors of ese end in the £2ll of
1885, hxving cecwrod & teacher's certificate, I started out to find o
school for the winter. iounting old Pred I rode to beyond Blue iarth
vlere my sisters lived end where they had tewzht in the eurly days;
aad after scouting aroand a bit, secured & three months torm in a
district some ecizht nilces southwest of Blue Barih; three or four miles
beyond the :iores. There was a 1ittle red school house in a section
of tho country rather sparsely settled, end I registered 15 or 16
pupils with an average attendance of perhaps 12 or 13. It vas not a
difficult school fo handle and I got along feirly vell, although I
never conglderoed that I made much of e sucecss of it, and I certainly

didn't enjoy it as I should. I guestion whether I Teally gave siat ig-
faction or could have gotten the job for another term if I haj tried,
which I did not.

Perheps, though, I earned my mney. The wages were 325 a month
.out of which I had to pay board and room. I vent first to & very good
boarding place nserby, with a family by the name of Stewert who had
one small child; but when I found they were going to charge mo 42,50
& waeck, I thought it vas too muche I planned on spending the week-
¢nds from Friday night till lMonday morning at my sisters homes without
charge, which I dids So I looked for amther boarding plece end .
found & good one about & mile distant, This wes with & newly marridd
couple end they wero very nice to me. The men's name was Wwill Dunn,
Thoy were Irish Catholics and they charged mo 2.25 only, vhich

helped a 2ittis, aithough I thought I owghi to g9t 1% for 32 or less.

-
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Such were the conditions of those esarlytines.

X'y othor exponseg vore very litile. Ly only timoploce was a small
clock which I carried with me a good deal. One wveck-end during the
winter I wvent vl th lUr., Dunn twelve or fourtcen miles west to East Chain
Lalzein Mortin County vhere rs. Dunn'’s people lived. Thoy were nice
cppecring poople, Doyle by name, and there vwere tvo or throe fine looke-
—-ing girls at home. This trip ve made with team andfsligh across much
© open pralrics It was, I think, tho first time I hed becen outside of
Pariboult Co. unless possibly I hod becn to "The CobLb" in Blue Ecrth
County for wood boforo this. Thers wore three or Zour grova up girls
in the school with vhom I pot along &ll right and there viere no growm
up boyse. I cén remember most of my pupils very welle I vent home for
Christmas end 1t was a peculiar dreany ezperiocnce as thouzh I had beoen
gone for ozces. It wag my £irst stay away from home for any lenzth of
time and, as it happensd, ny lonzest for many, many ysarses I beliove
1 made  the trip homs on the roilroed, my first train ride. After pay-
ing my bourd and deducting a few othor ocxpenses, including a couple of
books which I presented to my sisters, I had about 545 left. This I
took home to my fathor, asking only to buy a viatch for myself, which
vag alloved cnd I bought a VWaelthem at about $156. I was still & minor
&t 20 and was congldered, and comsidered myself, completoly under
parental controls But the day of deliverance was noi far off for at 21
vie were Ziven our freedom. '

During tho summer I stayed at home and worked on tho farm, unde-~
cided vhothor I vantcd to follow teeching or not, but'decided to havs
another try at 1t, so enguged a four moaths school zbout tvwo or t wo and
one half miles southeast of home in the Claude district. This vies a
more diflicult amsignment.  Tho schwol-house was small but wag equlp od
with about thirty Individuel seuat-desks, whieh wore £illed to egpselity
with puplls of all eges and grades; and I might say, of all doscrip-
tions, Tho previous winfter's experience probubly helped me soms; but
I don't think I did a very satisfactory Job. Howover I stuck to it and
completed the four months, I do think I exhibited, and probubly
developed, courages and persevorance. But I look back to that four
months as about the longest and hardest I ever waded through., It socmed

— t0o me any kind of rough work was preferable and I looked at mqﬁe-haul- '
ing wood twenty miles or more through the snow and cold, with envy. It
- was npot that I lacked in education, but I was weak on the technique of
koeping that heterogemous mass of humanitiy interested and busy, and
along with that, maintaining proper order and discipline. Vihat I
might have done with more experience and some teacher~training such ag
ls requircd nmow I cannot sey; but by the end of that winter I was
thoroughly fed up on teaching schools To be honest I have to reckon my
—school teaching as pretty muclbh? a failure, LT

That winter I boarded af homg, walking the two mliles and more eoach’
UGy every day, only stopping al my sister llary Young's in cases of too
severeo & blizzard. 4lso 1 went early enough in the mo ming to build
; the firec and did the swoeping out in the evening s«fter school hours.,

.. Honthly weges vere the same, 25, and incidental expenses vore but
little; so at the end of the term I had practically 5100 clsar moneye.
Teachers salerics atv that tiae usually vere not ‘paid till the end of .
the terme I was 821 on Pe. 18th of thet winsr of '87; and as my father
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‘nade & prootice of giving the older members of the fenily & yoke of
steers or something cquivalent on reoching their majority, I was ale
lowed the £100 I recoived from the school with which 16 start aut on my
QVWl,. )

Soclel Life Etce - I will now glve some ceccommt of vhet .y be
broadly designcoted as my social 1ife during my early years, including
wy training cnd exporienco in relipgion as vell as my relctions with the
opsosite gox «nd tho romence conneeted vith it, 211 o2 which is wore oy
1ess interrelated and caa well bs corricd clong tozether. Social 1ife
in ouxr fanily was o a very restricted neture, due in part to fLnancial
end fronticr conditiors but more espececially to my father’s siriet dis-
cipline, There was of counrse the family at hormo znd near by, enl we
made yearly or semiyecrly visits to those beyond Blue Iurth 28 &a rule,
Thon there was the school which brought us into contact vith other
children and yonng people; but there vere few extra~-curriculsr aotivi-
ties and such as thexrs Were we vierc denied for the most part. Lny on-
tertuinment or soclal affairs at night were suspect; and an occasionni
spelling-match or a debate was a bone of contention between my fathor
sand older brothers, in vhich my father invarisbly won. The eemo hold
true in regerd to tho church; and there vas little outside of school -

. end church at all within the range of the society in which ve moved.

Dancing end card-playing, the theatre or circus vere utterly
benned as imuoral and wicked by the church people vi th whom we wore
connecteds There was in my later youth a temperanco organi zetion,
‘known ag the Independent Order of Good Templars, vhich had quite &
vogue Vvith chapters in almost every tovm. It was orgenized on: the pat-
tern of the 0dd FPellows and other secret Frateornel orders, and held
woekly sesslona. Thig furnishod an opnortunity for young pcoplo and
others to gzet togethor of ea evening wunder very goud ausplioes. Bul
this also was frovmed on 80 far as we werc concernod wnt il we were
"grown up". Having ceen the issue threshed out with the older boys,
brother Jim and I made little attempt to break over the line,

dy social life then up to Bl.years of sge was confined pretty
clogely to the daily school sessions «nd weokly ettcndance at the Sun-

day School and church services I do not comsider this ideal, I think

.sonething of real value was missed in being denied the wider social
contacts all through tho formative years. Hevertheless in this parti-

cular case i1 worked out fairly wellend the gein may outblance the
losges, : . .

.

iy religious training was on the vhole very goods The morsl and
religious influence of my mo ther wag especially effective, and I arew.
up in tho atmosphere of the church and:Sunday School. Some of the
things I was taught I have discardod or revised but the real funda-
mentals of true Christian religion were not lacking, and I absorbed it
28 naturelly 2s tae air I breatheds In the toaching of the chwmrah
auch emphaslis was placed on an experience of conversion; not so much
Jy my parents, and &s a mattor of fect, there vas and is nothing in nmy
oxperience that I cam point to and honestly call by that name, Uy
parents hod joined the Methodists on coming to ilinnesota, md air

D2 LA Q

riroy Sunday School exmd sexvices that I can remembor dlstinctly were
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held in tho school-house in Delavan, vith Joseph Gallovoy as my Sunday
Scehool -toteher and L. Davis ag proachers The Frse Beptisits cnd Proe
Methodists e2lso had preaching in the school howse for a time. iyZathexr -
vans S. S. Suporintendent for a nunber of yoarse DBefore I was 12 yoars
old a lfethodizt church had becn built on the present site, @md Lt ves
at this agze that I bocame a member in fullstanding. llow I got. in
without beiny "comnverted"” I den't lmow, es it wasn't as easy then ag it
is nowe FHovever I have been an agceptod and epporently acceptable
menboy ever since, end I was an enthusiastic supporter of the organiza-
tion ell throvzh these eorly yeorse I accepled in thoe main what vas
tanght, but grodually developed considerabdle indopendent thinking and
idoes of my otm. With 1iiile expericnco 0f life outside of the farm,
the school and the church I grew up vith the idea thet I would bo a

nrececher, This idea persistsd zlmost without guestion until I was
about 20 yoars old, Publlc spedking end oratory fascinaied me and 1
think I alweys had a falr apprccilation and Judgment of that consii-
tuted good porformence along that line. IHHovsover I doubt that I head
nciurally, or could have devoloped, eny great obility for it. is to
ecroed and doctrine, that is a subject Uy 1tself outside the scope of
this story; cad I have only to record here thal my early teaching was
ulireconservative, on the order of what ia now Imowm 23 fudenmento-
licm, : ) : . : :

The subject of sex and the ethics of sox 1g likewise outside the
scope of this story., I may say, hovwever, that Yo my mind it always
vas o perplezing problem; but that my reletions with the girls end
younz ladles was alvuays il thin the bounds of the ccaventionel code of
morals, JDluring my school days I always had & perticular girl that I
cclled ny own, although I doubt 4f ary of them wero evor made aware of
Lte Ny restrictcd opportunities for sociel contacts were such that I
goldom or naver wenl anywhere in coapeny with a girl friend pntil -ofter
my 2lst yoare Thers was once brother Jim and I ftook the two Izmes
girls to & Christmas ive program at the church with the team and bobe
sloighe One girl thetl attracted me greatly in my later "toons vas a
ilinnie Stevart, daughier of the depot szent, who I met rostly ok
Sunday Schools .Her mother was our S.S. teacher and I was at their
howe one Sunday practicing scme music for & Christmas program, & bright
spot thut stamped .1iself on my memory.  The family moved to anct hor
town and I leerned lejer that Uinnie died before marrying. Seems that

-my early cholces werc 1too good for this mundane spherc.

To begin now with the year 1886, I will from this point on ®Hllow
out ths years consecutively for the moat part, taking in, so for as
poag sibls or expedient, all aspects of my 1life as I proceed., In
February of this yecar I was 20 and vas a.ay from home. teaching my
first torm of school at Pilot Groves It was at this time that I
seriously cecllied in question my idea of being & proacher. Preachers .
were gupposed to have & spocial ¢all vhich they refused at their peril.
But so fer as I could see I had no such calls My big idea appoared 4o
me more like a childish fancy and that I hed now reached the practical
roclities of mature lifes I do not think there was any rebellion or -
desire to escapc from plaln duty in this reaction. HNor did I abaonden
the idea criirely ot thig tiwe. Therc was no other career or life-vwork

deden gy,

— tast especlalliy Slirccted me or toward vhich I benymy ambitions. I
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hed another year before 1t was ncoessary to make decisions on ny own
responslbllity anyvay. _

I have 2lrecdy relatod tho main historfcal events of that ywar amd
the vinter of 1887, that being the winter my sister 2lla vas in Darota
end I tcaching in the Claude districtse I hed passed my 21st birthday
in Februery ond vas now free to chert and follow my own course, gtand-
ing at ihe thwechold of ny own independent life. I suppose the great
majority of youny poople fail Yo rcelize the importonce of the deolie
sions nade ot et tine, and that I was no exception to the rule,

But, conseclously or uncancelouwsly, I believe I mede the most important
declgion of all, to maintain and develop true Christlan character md
ecrn aa honest livings I had no overweening ambition to gain ox
eccumulate wealth; In feet as I see it mow I wes lecking, if enything,
in thet respcete OFf coawrss I wanled to bo & success, have a good time
and onjoy life. I would have enjoyed .more schoolirg and a college edus
cation I am sure; vhether 11 led i the ninistry or some other rofos~
gion or line of vork. I was aware that I hed not made & real succoss
of tezchinz, end I felt some urge to overcome my weaknessos end wring
success out of Zallurc theres. DBut tho lure of domestie life vag
strony &d with four yoars of high-school ahead of mo, and srothor
four yoars of college, 10 gain waich I would have to work my vicy , it
looked lile a lonz, hard rosd. So when my father made me en offer to
take over the farm on & parinership basis I docided on that, Zor the
time being at least. Porhaps I followed the line of lecst resistence,
but 1f so Il did it with a clear conscience, ' I fortune hai Laovored \
me in the succeeding ten yeurs and I had achieved & sufficlont finan-
cial succoss, I might ai any time have turned in the direction of some N
more intclloctual pursuii; for I never lost my love of study nox
uhandoned ontirely for some yoors uy hope of beinz & student in the
higher instiiutions of learning. I was, hoviever, being controlled
end guided largely by circumstances which I toolk s the leoedinz of
Providence, & positioa I have never had recason %o renounce or discard,

Thet sumacr my brother Jim was ot11l at home ana workad with mo
on the furme. About the first thing I did vith my $100 was to pey the
preacher, J. A, Darnard, fowr dollars on his salury. Then I got a
“top-buggy from Robi. lore which he was ready to discard, ot a caat of
. ¥25. I nezde some repeirs on Lt and drove old Fred on it cingle. The

buggy, of course, was 10 provide 2 more acceptable way of gotting
ground or takze out a girl if I had a good opporiunity snd wanted %o,..

“heo balange of the $100 I must heve used for cuwrrent exponses or put
into the "business', . . ..

In this partnership business, the deteils of which my fathor had
worked out, I £illed the role of "secrotary™ and kept the accounts;
end nmy father, vho Lfurnished the cquimnent ox vorking cadtal 4o
start with, acted as tYreasurer. The arrangement was reesonchble and
worked out =11 right for a number of years. I had my living, a con- :
fortable homo and wvhat moncy I wanted to gapend, vhich was nevor extrge
vagant; but I didn't accumnlate savings vory rapidly. Iy father lcoft
the conduct of affairs on the Parm qui te freely to o, as well as ny

T own pargonal cczdvil. Vo usually hal sone differoncegdver the ag-
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conting, but 1f I excreised potience, he alweys came cround to my g
point of vicw or betlers

It wos ebout this time that wy father and mother male a visit o
her hrother, Uncle Vm. Apsey, ai LeCrosse, golnz by trzdine They wvere
royally catortained there and wvalited on by & young lady, Lellle
Ploviers, & relativo of junt Apsey's.e Ly mother wes gresily takon up
with hoe znd I think had some wish that I might meot her ond verhaps
develop a romance, bui I never did, bub I admit I had some inclingw
tlion to do 0. I havo her photo end she vas & swell locking girl
£ll righte I mot the laldy, afler merriage, meny yoars leter when 1n
LuCrosgo on HRusineseS. ‘

fnat fall of 1887 brother Jim ani I drove to Vinnebego in the
busgy, wWita old Froed, ani viincssed the leyinz of the corner-sions of
Parxer Colloge. The wintor of 1888, if I have it straight, Jim con-
tinucd attending district school with Corrie Bachtle as teachor. it
so5 that wirsr that Scmonthe was born, sistgy Elle having returned to
“ho homa to live. Ier scervices as housekeeglng'as viell as her cowmpany
vero neaded anl cccopteble. My mother was old and feoble and my -
fathor had boen doing most of the house-vork and gooking. Yrecvias to
hor marrisze sho hed been receiving one dollar a week. Uy fatherts
propogsal was that now, with ths boby, she chould stay without ay
ohipulated woges; but I took the ground thal she should havo the dlley
a voek, which wag agreed o, and she continncd on that basis as long
ag our pesrtnecrship lastods In the g ping I took them to the church
for tho buby's baptisme. I &of not remembor whether I stood wp vith
them, Wt I coatinucd to £ill a father's plece as far ag I could, 1
toink I enjoyed havinz a baby in the Lamily. '

Brother Jim ecatinued with us on the ferm that summer and holped
with the work, belng still under &zo. 11 must have bacn that 4th of
July or the previous one that I plcked up my Pirast girl at o celebre-
tion in Delavan, This wes Sugie Davis, & relative of tho Hardings,
lio rodo around together and I took her home torard eveninge. She uds
quite younsg ard I never folloved up thot lead any ferther. BSheo bocams
a nurse end & Tine young lady end narricd woell & good many years laler,
"ho Parker College building vas completed that swuacr and 1 believe
school opened there in the falle I do not think I gave any serias
consideration to goinzg there. It would have m ant giving up the fam,
and ‘I felt I was where I was needed and should he.

I was thinking, seriouwsly, tco, of gotting marriod 2s soon as I
found a suitable purtner; end t put that off for eight or ton yoarxs
scemed oo much of a sacrifice. As it turned out, I came near doing
that anyway. 4bout this time I was elected Sunday School Superinten-
dent; a position I held without-inierrupiion to the end of this
poricd zad boyond. I was also elected to the school board, and 1
joined the Good Templaor lodge which I attended regularly, thus gete
ting out into socisely to quite on extent.

This being my Zirst year for voiing in & presidentlal eloction,
I had to decide oun =y politicel affillation. There did not & pear to
Lo to be mwth to shocse belween e two mejor pariies. Lboul the only
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sasuw bobvwoen them vwas tho tarif?; the Republicens favoring o highox
cud the Democrats a lowér schedule; cnd on that cuestion I was inclinoed
to 8ido with theo Democraots., Bui national prohibition of the ligquor
trafric wos being czltatced intensively ond that neturally onlisted oy
intorest and gyaszthys Thoe Republicans were more favworeble, or I
ghould soy less hostile, to the idea than the Domoerats but foiled to
tcko eny definito stond on it. The temporonee forcos, thel ia to
&y, thoge vwho conridersd it the most importent politieal issue, were :
divideds %The mojority belicving it the best policy to vork through :
one or both of ithe old political narilies, vere organized undorx the
sntli-Scloon Leazues Tho others supnorted a third party definitely
comuitted to prohibvition ag the major issue, This Erohidition party
nevey polled only & very gmall Prection of the total vote; but Lt was
me.king some ropld gains at the Yime, and socmed to mo the best o
—most logical way to vin and meko a success of it; and I 8311)think we
had the right idca i¥ szitation for metional prohibition wes ' the
visest wey to attack tho evil of the traffic, vhich I now sor lously
question but which at that time made a strons eppeal to mse. Congoe
auenily my first'vote was cast for the Prohibition party caniidate,
John 2, 5t. John, for President; and I continued voting that %icket
and suppoxriing that party for mmny years, altho I alveys 'cors Ldorod
nmyself protiy much of an Independent in politics, !

The winter of 1889 brother Jim teught school, ss I havo related;
end in the spriag, or it may have been the provious one, I or we
bought the threc~yeor-old ‘white mape and talled gorrel, Doll, of Phil
Cornish for ¥50 ond Jim and'I broke her 1o drive sinzlo on the buggye

She was not os heavy and clumsy as old Fred but she hadn't much siyle
or spoede : '

Jeso Scoville wag teaching in our district thot winter and I
went to visit the school, or perhaps 'the toecher. inyvay I nmede a .
dete with her to go same five miles to a chureh socicl. But vhon the _
time came 11 vied a very stormy night, ‘Undawated I went to her = ‘
boarding place, tho Chestmts, but wo dceided not to go go ‘spent the ™
eveniny visiting. I liked her physical form and eppearanco and che
— war vory atiraciive and I oam sure I could have fallerin love vi th
her, - Buty I think she would have becn rether fast fof me. I nevor. o
got to tako her out and she %ot'to goinz with the Cornich boys vho had :
' foster horses and mors dash {or nerve) thanm I. But thoy faild to bag ' | E
their game, She was a very successful teacher and was there for two or . .
three years, ' : ‘
Ihe proacher Smith's fomily, whom I have mentioned, hed returncd o
Lo our comaunity, the mo ther having marricd & Mr. Joweit who lived in :
the noxt school district to the north of us; and who hed three f
davghters of his ovan; the oldest ono of vhich took my fanoy hut was
merricd about this times The youngest of the thres vies nemed Jessle; !
S0 the Jessie Frances Smith thereafter went by the nome of Frances.
' That spring the family moved to Delavan end 1Lived in the first house
on the north side of the street coning into town from ouwr farm, Thoy .
. vere ilethodists but had %alon exceptions to a cerisin party in the - o
church and joins? the Buptists on movins 4o towd. But the Smiths e
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cuvianded soio ol oWt churel services end 1%

+% wi3 there 'that I ggeln
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occme In coninet with Frences. She was then not quite sixtea end I
veg psst tuentiy-throes liothing vas more natural thun for me  ask to
sec hor homo ong cvening, vhich I did; and that wes.the boginning of a
rathor romintic but disconcerting experience, oad I suppose my first
love effeire From that tise on I had a "steady™s She wes quite an
tecomplishad ponict end govn bogan giving nusic lescons end acting ag
orgérdst ot the churches, She also sany Tairly we!l. So I alveys
gaw her hozo Zron church or whorever vo happenad to be out togcthor
and soon got to calllrg for her ond taking her to sbout everything
thut wes golrg one That 4th of July I took her with Doll ani the
bugzy to a colcbrution at Bass Leke. fThese.4th of July celebrations
wero onc of tho outsianding cvenis of the year at that tine and wewms
attonded b practically overyone within driving distence, which was
thon epproximately ten miles,

Broe Jin wes 21 in June but stayed with mo, I bolieve, until af-
ter tho harvest for veges. I think my fethor's idea wos for hin to0
gtcy with us in portnership; but ho was not disposed %o that and I &
not think that I nrged it either. This year Bro, Ben was living ut
Vernon end J.F. @d femlly were at Ledyard, Iova, Ledyard wag the
firet tom in Iovo south of the state lins at 21lmore, vhiclis ten
milcs gpouth from Blue Zarths It wos at that time a new totn, tho sur-
rounding prairie Jjust iu process of being setilod,. )

July 30th of this year was the fiftieth anniversary of my par-
enis marriage and vas celebrated al the farm, all of the ton living .
children belng proesont, &as well cs the numorous grend-childven and
in-laws, end & very few others from outside tho famllys There vere,
thoe iethodlst preacher another Reve Smith and his vife, and ifr. @d
Urg. Jowotts I don't think Pronces was invited although I am quite
swo it vas suggested to me. But I hud only been out wiih her & fow
times end-I think I vas not over-enthusiestic about here There was
a progron end a variety of gifts by :the guests, my own being a large,
plush-covercd photogragh album vwhich lcter returned to me end vhieh I
st%1l1l have. ' -

It was thot some £all that my sister Susie {irs. Herding) aied;
leaving & family of four smell childrens It was on g Sundey end I
. was zt the home in Dolaven but not at the bedsido at the last. The
next yeer, 1890, I hondled the Perm work alone, only hiring by the day
ot harvest or vhen necessary, and overything vent along quite nor-
mellye 1 vas at this time going out a good doal evenings; atte rd ing
church services on Sunday, officizal meotings of the church and Sunday
School, the Good Templers lodgs every week, entertainments, leotures,
socials and partless Also I attended and took part in some debates
that verc held in connection vith the sclwols, both in our ovn dig- ¢
trict snd &t Delavan. Thon a 1iftle latser the Epvorth League vis
organized ln owr church and I was active in that, a3 w1l =g boing .
mainly responsible for tho church choir. I wes at¥arious timeshcad
of tho lodge and the Zpworth League, as well as tho Sundsy School,
I think my farming operations must have suffored sSome on acoount of
these variocd aciivitles. Hovever a yowg rellow secms to bo able to
5tay up the first hol? of the night and still get alonz pretiy viell
with the day’s work, It was clong about this tiwe that I wn the
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zold heodod ccno in a spesking contest with a numbor of local mon and
women, using the Demoreut lfedel Contest colectionas Ve were beyond
tho ago for the mcdale gso chipped in mmd bought the canc for e prizo.
I had no occaslon to use it so It was finally wrecked for the gold
head I puess and dlgsppoarcd. :

Yoanwhile I was faithfully continuing my assocciatlion with Pron-
ceo Smiths I don't think I had beon going with her more thon six k
months, before I got to thinking seriously of marriage; walting t111
ghe was grova up %o 18 yesrs of age; and I boetme involved in e sort .
of engugement. L do not think she over satisfied me very vell, howvse
over, and my dissatlslaction increased rather then diminished. She
seemed to me to lack both mental and emotional depth. 3But Cuplad,
having done a parfect job, I wes unable to give hor up elther to or
for enyone olses This second July 4th we wont to a celobration at
Vinnebago with horse and bduggy. In the yoar 1891 there was 1ittloe 1
chonge on the forme I had zceunulated less than $200 property intere
est in tho four yocars I had beon o crating, but I wog my ovn boss ond |
was £illing a place whero I thought I was needed and vhoere circunsatances
seegmed to have placed me, I was not making a great success finane- N
cizlly but neither was I moking & fallurec. 8o I never gave any serie :
oug consldexrctlion to lecaving the farm or trying ny fortunc anyvhere
else ot this time. I was 25 that year and Frances was 18; the timo I
kad calculated wo could marry. But my dissatisfoction was such that
1 proposcd,%g decided to postpone it at least another yoar,

o ‘ :

41 that time Edno Iewls from Vernon wes in owr community znd she
and Frances bocame fest friends and chums, She wes keeping company
with a youny man at Vernon by the nams of Mori Robinson, whom ghe
atterword w arrieds 5o that Fourth, or a day or two before, I drove
with Prences to Vernon and the four of us weni to Menketo by trsin,
stayed ovor night at & hotol to spond the FPourth there the following
day. I 4o not remember much what kind of a celebration they were '
putting on, dbut it vas all right vith as. We had our plctures taken
together, one of vhich I still have; then in the afternocn took the
trein and rode &3 fir as Blue Karth &nd back agaln to Vernon., So I
nust have been away from homa for three or four deyse In such casas :
I vould get a ncighbor boy to attend to the necessary cehores on ths '
farme So the year rolled arcund and in 1892 ny total situction re-
‘mained much the sames I had braken in Fen the bay mare, anl come=

times drove a doubls team on the bugry and usually & throe horse teanm
at farm work. Fan also made a good single driver.

Svidently I did not force the issue with Frances for her 19th =
birthday passed in June and I was undecided vhat I should do or ) o
wanted to do. Tofieke a long story short, or as short as it well can '
ba, after spending the Fourth at Ledyard vwhere we went by truin ang ﬂ
stayed over for a day or two, we soon after set a date for owm wed- "
ding in Octobeor. But about three wecks before the time arrived and '
after some turmoil, she deliberately cancelled it and broke off our
onxegoment i & thing I hsod attempted & few timos unguceeasfully. iy
reaction to this turn of events wag poculiar to the point of beinz . :
paredoxical. I had & glorious sanse of Presdom and releagse, and ot b
“he same time of bitvter frustration, But the latter was rnot wholly
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- lowed suit; but fortunctoly ncl ther of us suffoered any injury.
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now end I weat aloanz as thouzh nothing had happened, vithout much if
any outward demonsiration. However I think my family ond fricnds
wastcd cae il eroble syapathy on me. I rocsoned theat I woald haovoe sane
one more sculefectory or thet Proncos would £ind hersel? as unhapny

@3 1 had been unde simllar condltions, cnd that she mizht roverss her-

solf fd be different; a consunation I must admit I forvently wvished
and hoped fore So I ocnterizincd thet hope for sabout a yoar until
forocd to zivoe It ups I wrots her vhat I heve alwiays coms ldered a good
Chrietian letter, lcaving the door open i1f she should change her .
mind, but not urging her to do so., Some tine oefter, she came to my
bomo one Sunday aftermon with the Ians girlse, vith what motives, if
any, I cannot say, Anothor younz fellow was viegiting me nnd they so
crranged it thet 1 took one 02 the other girls and Froncos to churoh
vith mc end back to the Iems home. So I dropped the Ieme girl znd
ool ¥rances for a ride to soce Lf she had anythinz to soye. But
nothiny new developed and that ride ves short and =y last privade
contaet vith here In the spring of the mxt year, 1893, she moved
with the family to Fairmont, sbout 25 miles avay, but returned to
Dslavaa for the Fourth whore a celebration was being held. I made no
. advences nor did she, but I picked up enother very acceptabla vart-
ner, va Love to be spceific; cnd Prances .accepted the attontions of
one Gunder Gundorsen vho was, or had beecn, publishing a banor called
the Doloavan Herxald. That oveninz tho fow of ms attended an ontore
—Yalamen? at Iolf’s hall and that wes the last I saw of her t1114he
beceme the bride of ‘this same Gunderson, I think they must have come
to Delavan on their roneymoon for it happened they wvere pPrceaent at a -
meeting, I think 1t wag a proyer-moeting at owr church.  Did I got
ouwt of there in & hurry? I did not. I stedid to the close of the
meeting, went up md greeted them 2nd wished ihem much joy. Thoey went
~ %o live a% Zlmore vhereich had transferrod his nowspapor business gnd
I dld not sco hor azuin for méay yoarzs.  Thus cended my first love
affeir and romsnce. . .

"

I believe that it wes in the foll of this yoar of 1893 that I
vent %o the World's Fair, the Columbien Ex osition, at Chicago, 1
wend In company with ny brothor-in-law, Jemes Younz, end it being the
Lirst timo I had seen a largs ¢ity or besn far from homo, 1t vwas
quite a thrilling oxperience. Tho oxposliicn was in Jackson Park and
w8 found our wey out thore snd stayed at the Epworth-Hotel, & tompo=
rvary liathodist headquerters nocr the graandss I had got hold of a
guide fo the city with meps, and mancged to Xeep my boerinzs pretty
well, Ly brother-in-law, who I expocted would Jnow how to f£ind the
way sround in the oity, pwoved to be no good at all. We took in the
fair for several days ani were up in the vicinity of the "loop" only
onee or twice; once at least to see and hear the fered evangel igt),

D, L, Hoody. Also I got the chance to see and Lhear Prof. Honry
Drummond, who spoke at the Univorsity nearby. -I know of no two nmsn
then or sinde that I would prefer having hed the priviloge of seoeing
end hearings. I think we took ons of the trains on the lako shore from
the vicinity of Grant Park to Jacksan; but whore we went to hear

lioody we took & strect-car, I Suppose my worst brsak was Jumping ofe
ths car before it came to 2 stop; ard I think ny brother-in-law fol-

There
vere, 1 bellovo, a fow olectrie “rolloy cars opexating in the coit Ty
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put I scw none., The ones vie rode on wore run by some egort of ocablej
ond were tho roxt thing, I think, in esdvence from horsce=-droavn CArS.
Folophones vore in uso but lonz dictonce lines were rarce. One place
ot the rair a line to lew York vas opcratcd as a novelly for & fee;
end I seld hello and talked 2 fow vordss That Too was quite a thrill.
Wleciric lights too were in use and our hotel was equipped vith them.
I hed peard of gas lights bul nover hod soen either gas or elcetiric
snd fOT SOmC ICLSOIl nover thought of the oleciric. So we wero puzzled
how to get 1light in our room. Vie tried lighting it with o motch but
had to givo 1t up, and I went down to the office to find out cbout it.
But tho fair was great end 1 hevae no doubt thet I got my moncy's vworih
out of the trip. ' '

Hothing else of importonce oceurred during that yeer, excopt it
boing tho yesr that broiher Flotcher's vife Addie dled at Lodyord.
Brother Bon and family had settlod there and Jim was &lso thore; and I
do not think that I gol away from nome even to the funcral, She ves
puried &t Mankato and shortly ofter J.Fe. and Jim went to Dulnth and
coiducted & conmission vusinoss for & short itlme.

Tho yeers 1894 end '95 wore much alike so far as 1 was concornode
They were good yoors on the farm and by the close of '95 1 hod-accu-
mulated obout 1000, The most of this was reprosonted by stock ond
equipment on tho farm; but I think I had some Y200 in surnlus cosh
which I lont to my brothers at aifferent times. OSometime previous %o
this my father had mode a will giving me an interest in the farm wiich
gould pllow me the increase in value from the time I entercd the pari-
norship, vhich value was glowly but steadlly inoreasing., But up'to
this tine and until leter I took little stock or intereost in it. oo
one thing there was not much incroano . up to this timo, -and I figured
thot I wos gotting a square doal in the pavtnership, so did not con-

corn myself groatly about the other. It was a bird in tho buch 2ot tho
beste

I wes kesplng up my church and other outside interest end acti-
vitios, which brought me in contact with the public to. & considcrabla O
extent. 4% Christmas the Sunday-School always had & progranm and '
tree Yo vhich & lot of poople both in and outside of the church brought
most of their famlly and presenise There was usually a pocked house &t
vhich as Superintendent I had to proside. On one occasion durinzy these
two years I was on the program at a 4th of July celebration &t Bass
Leke proading the Declaration of Independence; fad oither at thet timo
or tnother sang in a quartot,. Lt snother time I was electod and went
as delegate to the District Lodze meeting of the Good Templors at
Zagle Lake, vhere I was ontertained vory egreeably by a family end
thelr young lady daughtere. &t another time I went as delegate ¥ &
place way beyond Manketo called Cordova. It was & country centreo soma
iay from tho railroad ead it took me allday to locato it and get thorce
It yos winter and I went first by trein to Munkato vhers I made in-
guirics and f£inally located it: and the only vay to get there ves
northeast by train to Viaterville, then north and got off at a cross-
ing which I did, and wallked =omo miles through the woods arriving i
my dostinetion aftcr derk. I was warmly welccned by the lodze mon-
bers end ofter snother day and night returned with some ol them by
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tcem and sleigh twolve milea or more to Elysian, vwhere I got tho irain
eguin for home. One thing I remember wos soelng o coal fire in the
depot at Ilysion. Coal for fuel was rare up to that tiuc. I remenbor
vhen a boy pickling up a small chunk along the railroand snd toking it
homo as & ocuriosity to see if it would burn. On returning Trom uhiS
trip, of coursc, I had quite a repoxrt to moke at our local lodge
sension.

1 think I enjoyed ny tvio or three years of frecdom protty vell

end I woent out with a girl or young lcdy only ocetcsionally. I had no

"gtecdys”. After my cxperience with Fronces I wes wery and didn't
propose to f£all deeply in love until I lnew vhat I wanted and vhere I
vag goinz to land, It wag the fall of 1894 that J.F. roturncd from
Duluth bedly broken in health, Ho stayed with us for a month or two,
helpcd moe husk corn, ate chiclken broth end got to feclinr so much
bettor thet he vent to work for Robt. lore at Pllot Grove. So the
4time wont by tillthe fell of 1895 vhen I wag nearing 30 ycars of &Jgo
2nd decidod I had better get busy. Thers were several nlco girls
sbout my aze or scmevherse ncer in ow camnunity, that I had bocn out
with & time or two, three In particular that I thouzht highly of tad
within ranzgo, tut nuither of thom suited ms exactly.  For one thing I;/.
wanted o good musloian; and neither of them could £ill that require-"-
mat, Two of thom wero Baptistis and rather pleln in suppcursnce and
_ the-third, Yva Lowve, heppened 1o De teaching in ow school thut £all
cnd wintere So I hed my mind made up 1o try and keop her ateady com=
peny with a view to ma:rriage.

But for =omoe reason or cther 1 hesit&ted and postponed it ell tho
£21l and at Christmas. It may be the fact my sccond cousin Lroa
Clovoland, Ohlo, was staying with my uncle at Spoarta, VWis. and hod
beon, invitcd to visit us, had sanecthing to do with it but 1f = it
must have been almo ot unconacio:sly. £or I hed no reacson to think ,

that hor coming would affect me in that rospect; and if I thought of it
&g a yomote poscibility I am sure I gave it little sorious o' idero-
tion, Hovever we got word that she wounld arrive by train on llew Yecars
moraning and as a matter of course I wenl with Fan and tho buggy to mcet
her. I dam't think it was exactly love at first sight, dbut I liked hor
hpaoarance all right as I met hor on the station phltform. sgon, 10
multo & long. story short, zalthough'in polnt of time it was not vely
long, we viero having a family Hew Yeors gatherinz at my sister lary
Young's and my fathor and mother not being sble to attend, I took the.
nsvwcomer homo vhoere shoe was served with & cup of tea anl 2 light -
lunch, then to my sister's where, of course, she vas the centor of
interost and attrection. - It is well within the truth to say that she
made & favorable impression all around. ,

| Lftex returning home ve just naturally went out tooethor sang
together at the pleno and had a gloricus time; finally decxdod to make
3 trip by team andl buzagy to Pilot Grove and Ledyard to wvisit thao
other members of the family; -~ and I suppose, fell in love. I hardly
dared hope but detormined to £ind out bofore taking the trip, not
with aay idos of cancelling the trip however, in any event. Aftor
some hes;uution I got an affirmﬁuive azswer with full comuitmsnt; and
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from that timo on thirgs moved repldly to o conoummction. It could not
woll be otherwise so fur as I was concerneds ZEvoryihinz I had Pelt to
be laocking in ny othsr case, or in aay case thet I had connidorcd, wos
fully met tnd =atisfiods The only thinz that gave me "pouse" wis tho
state of hor hoalthe. I had amplo woarning in the oxporicnce of the two
ron ths «fter wolaet, of vhet might bo involveds, But I decidod that if
any speclual ciro was needed I wanted the job: a docision I em
honcetly s&y I nevor rogretied., I hod oxpected that she would wont to
roturn to hor homo at Cleveland and have me come thore momotime Tior
for hers But as sho was not much disposed to that wo sct the deteo

for our wedding on Iurch 1lth, 1896; which toolk place 2t the ola

- firm home, ~nna Flizabeth Zeetch loare becoming irs, Robort Rendal 1.
The officiating clergymin was tho lcthodict pastor, Rov. L. U Hulaye
wy folks ianslisted on heving a partgﬂith the rolatives prosent ©
cclobruto the ovent, The only wedding trip we took wag e buggy rido
vith %11l Ilarding's horse and dbuggy,.about & half mile and back und

we honeymooned and were &t home vithout further ado,

This complotes my socount to tho close of thoe first thirty-yoar
-period of my life and I will go on from here, beginning with the year
1896, I suppose that those early yoars are the most vivid in my
memory, dbut I think I can meke a fairly accurate record of the loude
ing events of the sucoecding years.

y :

Ay Hoarried Iife
1896 =~ 1927

The onistanding event of the yeor 1896 was of course ny-marriage;
with which I wag porfeotly satisfiod and havo romoined so to tho
prosent day. This is not to sey that things were always cs I vould
have chosen to have theme Thero was sunshine, with shadows a'plenty;
but on the whole and broadly speeking, I concider uy married life o
huppy and succeasful ono. - .

‘Following our wedding by about ono month, my dbrother J.¥. was
merricd to idra Sowers and went to farming at PLlot Grovs, getting

his family of three girls together again., Brother Ben wesa settlecd at
Ledyerd end Jim was at Ashland, Vis. '

I do not recollect that we made any vory definite plms previes
to our wedding as to what we would do, but by common consent we re-
moined on the form and in the home, living all together as on: fuemily;
and I procceded vidth the farming, vhich vas expanding scamewhat, withe
out any matorlal change in our poartnership arronzement. Uy sister
took the chlef rosponsibility of the housework and we planned to cn-
large the houss to provide more room. This my father did during
the sugmer &t his ovm perscmal expense, hiring carpentcrs to & most
of the work, although I helped soms vith it too. 1In tho. spring I
bouzht a tvo-seated buggy or light wagon, an old one at an auction,
hich I remodelled and which served us well for several yoars, dlong
viith the singlo top buzgye. On account of tho oextra demand on my
timo, I decided to hixo some help by the month, and securod Aga
Androws for the summer at $17 per momth, with of course room cnd
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boord, This mede us quite a large famlly and 1t is a vonder anl per-
heps & credit thet ve got along ss well as we dids. I kopt on vwith ny
activitios in conncction with the church, happy to heve a first-
cleen musiclen smd good singer of my own to help out when needed..
But I dropped oul of the lodge, &3 my bride and vife, whom I gholl
speak of from now on as wother, was not & menber, and we hed plenly
of othor intorests to absorb our time anl energieg,

The howe was enlarged and romodoled by extending the ocast wing
12 feot and roising the whole o half siory, with two dormer winiovia
in the north, cn 8 £o0t loan on the muth and a lergor poreh ia front,
This gove us a dova~-sitirs room 12xl14 and two good upstalr rooma,.
Tho stolirvay was taxzen out of the leoan, rwining up Zrom ecst to wost
to a landing thon turning north to recach the rooms on oither cide.
These three viore our private rooms which we furnished to our liking;
while the dining~room ard kitchen was used in common. Vhon finichod
znd painted the house prescnted an improved eppearance and fhe old.
homostcad st thlis time was about at the bost of its first 2ifty years
of historye. . .

‘e were having a'run of dry seacons and- the crops wvere gencr-
ally goods I had most of the farm undor the plow and I ronied o mo
serece from James Young that spring. We had the five horaos, Doll,
fon, Jennie, Dan and Ruth., Jonnie raised a finc alt that year which
vo n&ned Nancy. .Ruth and Dan vore three and four yecars old, and ono
doy in the spring when 1 was using them on a Strob?idge grein scoder,
they:started to run.  For some roason the secder tongue broke aml
the xesult might have been serious; but luckily they broke loose
from the truck md I was only thrown or dragged out onto the soft
field; one of my meny narrow escapes Liom an obviously dmgorous po=
slition. '

along ebout mid-gummer wo attended anm Epworth Loague convention.
et Winnebogo for two or three doys, belng entortainsed there.
Hother mad done some aolo singing in the ohureh at Delavan, provious
to our wedding, vhioch was groatly appreciated ospecially by the
pastor, himself a good judge of music; and sho vas put on the pro-
gran at this convention for several solo selections, and accomponioed
on tho piano by Mrs,. Haight, then Ella Humes. I was of course
groatly delighted as she alvways did herself oredit in that role, or
for that matier in almost any performance in public.

A presidential election campaign was on that fall, with the :
free coinage of silver issue injected into it by the democretic cane .
didate, Villlam Jennings Bryan. - On that issue I sided with leKinley
and the Republicans, vho stood for the £ ngle gold standard.

eKinley was electod, but I didn't consider the issue of paramount

importance 80 caniinued to vote for the Prohibition party candidatae.
I had been given a hint before our marriage that probably we
vould not bBe blessed with any bables, due to me supposed physical
disabllity; but 1t oon became asparent thet such was not the case;
and it romelned for the other owlstanding ovent of the year © ogcur
on Degc. 26th vhen our £first baby was born. This happened in the
night in our dowm~stairs room. Thexe was no hospital to go to ag i3z .
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the common practice to~deay, and no toelephonse So I muast needs mount
0ld Doll and gallop to tom for the doctor which happencd to bo

Dr. Broborge. I hod scuo misgivings that due toe the rather abnormal
state of wothor's hoalth all would nmot be vell; but in a short time
there v2s o baby's lusty oxy which proved to be that of o girl baby,
porfoect 1n every rospects I shall nevor forget the thrill of that
first bedby's first ory. Iy sister wes st hand to teke charge tom-
porerily vhile I went wilth horsze and buggy about six or seven miles for
the nurse, Susle Davis, who had beon spoken for, arriving homo before
noring., I don't rocolloot whether we had & nume in recdinoss, bug
we decided on Effaretis Allce; Effaretta bveing my cholce. Itook a
fancy to Effie, probably Trom my meting with Effle Sowers; bu}
thought to dignify 1€ by mekinz the real neome Effaretta, I% is o
good name all right anyway. Thers bsing no serious complications
in the case, we were soon golng along happily in the wintcr of 1897, .

’

In the sprin% I hired on older and more cxperienced hand for
the sunmer at $20°a month. This wes Sorm Petersom, a Dane, vho
proved quitc agreeable and satisfactory. OldJennio raisod ernother
colt that spring vhich we nemed Hell, It was onother good year on
the farm and & busy one for me. I wes puliling in some acres again
for Jumes Young and with one baby to help toke care of end amthor
in prospect, I had my hands full enough. , .

Hovertheless:I was enjoying it and 1 got away along in Muy,
for two or three days, to attond a swmday-school convention at liolls,
Having the baby, mother did not caro to go, so I tok alonz Pearl
Young, then twoelve ox thirteen ycars 0ld, driving ovor with Fen m d
Doll. I was ontertained at a home there in company with John
Rorman from Vinnebago vho was not married at thag time, and ho bor=
rowed my teem eand buggy to take his girl, who-oon became his vi ife,
for a rides I had on enjoyable timo on that brief vecatlan, and
especially appreciated rooming with my friond Rorman. We hed beon
young fellows together at Delavan.. Ho was highly rospocted .and I -
always liked him although our ways diverged considerably in many
rospects 1n the ensuing years. ‘. T

I% vas this year, I -think, that brother Jim was merried to .
Jessie Lamb al Ashlend. I do not rcmember them paying us a vieit
at the time, but I think 11 likely that they did. Vith a heavy har-
vest and the demands my increesing family mado on me, it was fore
tunate that I had No. 1 farm help. In the early £all Sorn decided
o got married and go to farming for himself; but I secixred anocther

Dane, Gerhard Nelson, equily as good or bettoer, for the balence of
the season. : ' . T '

It was hecoming apparent, though, that living all together as
we were, was not satlsfactory and was constantly beconing less go. .
Our partnership srrangement wes especially distasteful and a trial
to Xothore Vie were doing well enough from & purely business etande
point but the large scale farming I was oengaged in, even with hired
help, was a heavy burden; snd the situation otherwise was becoming
80 impossible that I was fast coming to the conclusion that = chenge
would havo o be made. But my father. was strongly opposed to making

-~ "
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any ohange; @md vhat we wore to do vas a problems I proposod to him
that ho doed me tho north-cast forty acres In lieu of my interest in
the will, end I would build and live thore by owrselves, and ront the
forty acres south of 1%, and he could rent the west eighty %o onoe-
ono olse, Butl he rejected the proposal as he vould have any other 1
might have modeoe Ly ldoa waa that veo should get away by onrselves on
o anall pleaeco that I oould handle without hired help wnd sink or swvim
as the caso might be.

In socrching for a solution 1o my problem I began to wnder if I
had missed ny oglling: if after all I should be preaching the gmpel
instzad of followirg the course I had tekons I vag deoply interested
in church and religion and I had some definite idecas and ideals as %o
vhat a preacher should be and do, I had a wife with fine capabili-
tios, in some respects at least, for a preacher's wifse; and it wnunld
have besn possible, if I had beon given a local proacher's license as
had begn once and recoently suggesticd, had secured an appoiniment cs
& supply end succedded, and had followed out a course of study, to
have become & full-fledged Mothodist proacher without any further

schooling, I do mot think that I took the 1doa vory seriocusly, but
I decided to leave the question, If qusstion it vas, to the decision
.of circumetances, If the way had soemaed providentially to open in
that direotion I think I would have becn disposed %o entor it; and I
mizht have mede an average success, or at least done a&s wll &s somo
I have met with, :Howevor 1 saw no open door and have becsn satisfied
ever since that 'my desiiny did not lie in that dixrection; in fact, I
have cane o be rether glad that 1t didn't, -

. The other alternative, and which I considored seriously, was.go-
ing up north somovhere, where land was cheap, getting a forty acre
form with somo timbor on it and moving up thore aftor amothor yelr,

The ycer 1898 was now ushered in and on Jan, 27th our s coond
beby wag born, & boy who we named LoVerne Valter, The clrcum tances
of this event were much the same o3 the previous ome, excopt that
it appoared a little premature and I was called on to got up in the
night end move the bed dovamstairs, There was the seme doctor m d
nurse end everything proceeded normally. LoVerne wes rather &
fretful baby and required conslderable care and attontion. This was
the year of the Spanish Var and I have wondered if that hed aything
to do with his natural beligerency., However wo wore, happy to have a

son and as it turned out, have beon well repaid for any extra
trouble he caused, :

LI had declided quite definitely on making the move to the Horth
and planned to go about in Juns and try and locate and arrange for
- & place, and move there the following fall, or as soon as possible
efter the year's orop was harvested, It was & rshor bold adventure
undor the clrcumstances, but I was bent on doing a 1ittle real pion~

coring if necessary. I would have had beiter than $1000 to go vitn,
and I planned to %ake a team and a few cows, some farming equlpment
and our household goods and meke the venture. ViLith all this lother
was in agreement, or rather we were boih 1n agreement, as we mantgoed
{o be on practically everythings That spring I hired the samo g od
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farm hand, Goerhard MNelson, for the summer, and I could get away aad
know that everything would be looked aftor and taken carc of &g well
aa vhen 1 was theroe,. . : :

I think some proessure was exerted by my mother snd other mem-
bors of the family, and vhon my father was convincoed that I wos
roally propering 1o go, ho came cround vdth a proposal of his own
which materielly chenged the situation. This was to divide the
house, glving us the whole east wing, dissolve our partnership ar-
roengement and rent ma the farm for a share of tho crop. This nut a
difleront face on matters and we docided to give up our idea of
moving and stay by the old place as being the safest and bost, It
was saucething of a disappointment toco. There vas something fascinate
ing about our scheme to move Horth, and to compensatoe we decided on
a month’s vacatlon and a trip to Cleveland, which we took in June,

Ve of course hed to take along the %o Dbabies and wantod to,
which made 1t quite an undertaking 2s well as an enjoyable and
thrilling experlence. I had never been far from home excopt the one
trip to Chicago, and Mother had not seen any of her folks since- -
loaving, ainglc and alone, sans” throe years before. Vishing to tako
alony sanething for her family, we had some views taken of the farme
stead showing itho house, the horses cnd the cattle; three vicws,.
Also one of Bass Lakee The three views I still have and value vexy
highly. ' | , , »

Ve wont first 4o LaCrosse and stopped for a visit with Unole
Viilllam Apsey who came there from Sparta to meet us. ¥e also
visited with V%ill Harding, who was newly married and living in
LaCrosse at that time, -After a couple of days there we tok the
train for Chicago, transforred there in thohight and arrived at
Cleveland the following day. -VWe spent mesat of tho month thore and
were present at the marriggo of Mother's sister Nellle to Herbert
Clares 1 do not remembor distinctly of owr return trip, but we came
through without siopping and I think took the sleeper af night, It
was a very enjoyable Ocousion in spite of a rather worrisome baby.
The trip cost mo about $200, $100 for railrocad fare and 5100 for
other expenses, including some purchases Mother mude in view of our

goirg to housekeeping by ourselves, - .

That harvest was a heavy one; I hal about 100 acres of wheat
bosldes osts and I think barley or flax, or both, I had some mae
chine trouble and got badly behind with it, which gave me plenty of
worry. But the grain turned out well so that I raisod thst year

some 2000 bushels of wheat, some 0f which went to Jemos Yowg for -
the lmmd I rented of him, - :

. I think it was in July of that same year thet Uncle Wm. Lpsey
died and my fat her and mother, slsters Ella and Mary Young went to -
Sparta, Viis, to the funoral. He left pro erty to my mother which

Robert More handled and which netted her glOOO in ocash, &200 of

which was uased 10 buy & phaoton and a fow other things for use, md

gho balonoe loft with Rob lUore to go to sister Ella on ny moher's
eceds@e : R R :
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My fathexr moade & 1ibderel setileoment of our partnorship that fall
whi ch gave mo all of the farm stock and machinory excopt old Do}l end
tho ohickens, anl I calculntod my assots at that time at about U140,
Ly fathor had built & smell addition on the gouth-wast for aso as a
kitchen, tho dcor between us was bozrded up meking the house into a
dupleox; my fathor, mother and sister ocoupyling tho west side ond mysolf
and family the east. This was o greal lmprovementi over the previous
arrongement and proved guite satisfactory for a number of yoarse I
plannod now to farm only what I gould handle without hiring much help
and subrent & good share of the plowed land to my nelghbors end so
lighton my burdons vwhich vere becoming too heavy %o be bornoc. Conses
quently I sold Jennie end the two colie and Den, loaving ug a throoe
horse toam, Fen, Doll end Ruth, I also .o5old off some of tho cowva
kecping four of the best ones with somo young stock and the pigs,

I was abridging or dropping some of my activiiles in the church
but kecping on wiih most of them; the Sunday School, the offiocfinl board
and tho church musid for the most party H. P. Ackernard was the
Xetho disy proacher and was there for a ferm of two yesrse I think it
was this yoar that the churoh building was remodelod, 4 good job vas
done and it has stood without much change to ithe present, I think we
put 3100 or more into thats’

I planned, to, on building en addition on ths barmn which I did
the folloving year of 1899, In the spring of that yecr the Youngs
sold part of thelr farm to Diok Evans and moved to 5t. Paul at Hzmlino,.
Sprinz wos unusually late in coming that year and when thoy had their
anction on April lst tho winter's snov had not yet started to melt,
Thet year I rented part of tho ocxop-land. o Henry Trembley snd at haxre
vest brother Bon came from Ledyard and hslped me with my own work. I
also hireddiin to do most of tha work of builldlng the additlon to the
bornes THis vas an extonsion to the south 16x24 feet foi hay; with a
12 foot lean on the west for cattle, four tlic-stalls for the cowa sand
three stunchals at the south end. I1If was equipped with a {frack and
pulleys for unloading and taking in the hay by horse power with slings.
1 o .

It was about this time or soon after that I relinquiched the supoer-
intondency of the Sunday School 10 Amy Burnham Zvense I hedl dropped
out of the Epworth Leagus for the mogt part, so ithat my ohurch work
was confined mainly to tho official hoard and church finmces; al-
though we boih continuesd t0 be an important factor in the musie for
some yearse The new sel-up in the home and farm was proving quite

2§tisfactory and the oclosing year of the century, 1900, omiinucd much
¢ S8llogs - i . ) .

_ The outstanding event of the ysar was the birth of ano thor dboy,
who we named Harveard John after his granifather Hoare amd the stireot
on which the old home In Cleveland was locateds DIr. Broberg had moved
to Blue Bartli so a new doctor, I thinik it was Replogle, was in attcn-
dance. Yo persuaded Mother's sister Blanche to come out that mmmex
and between her and my sister Ella got along without a rogular nurse:
or other hired help., Harvard John was & good baby which helped some
eand asg 1% had been tvwo years and seven months since the previous one.
we gave him & royal welocmes . 5. = . S
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. Rove Kemerer was the Methodist preschor thet year and deKinley
woeg re-olectcd president and eoon after agsassinatloed, It ves, I bo-
liove, this yo&r that Zion City was founded by Dr. Iowie and brother -
Een moved there from Ledysrd, having bocome a fullfledgod Dovdelte,

1 gove them & falr hesring ond a careful consideration of thelr con-
tontiong; but failwd to be omvinced of the mundncess of tho premises
on vhich thoy based thelr faith, But things like ihat kopt mo study-
ing and oxamining tho foundutions of my own bellefs, vhich vero in a
rethor fluid stato at that period of my religious eéxperienco., But I
was inclined 1o move away from the treditional and ¢stablishod order,
glovly and with due dellberation, if at all, ' . :

Lrorything went along quite normally the following year of 1901 -
and without @y materiel chaongos, I wes, of ocourse, kopt very busgy
with ny form work and coring for Hother anl the bables; but it vas
vhat I wanted to do and I got a good measwe of enjoyment from 1t,
After caring for the three all day lother had %o have her roat at
night; so for maény months I used to take Harvard John with mo in the
other room, get him his bottle in the night and see him through till
mornings Bul he was not hard to take care of end vhen momling came
I was rcady for a fwrmer's long hard day of work, ’

1 . I think 1t was that year that brother 'Jim and wife came from
Ashland 1o'visit us with their two small children, Edith ani Rex, and
I borrowed a swrrey (two-seated top buggy) ani the nine of us wont

for & trip sround, to visit the various fanily rolatives, Also we

wore beginninz to have wetier seasona sand by tha folloving yoar, 1902,
it rained so coadtlnuocusly asto interfere seriously with farming the
land; much of which was low end flet; but I waded through tho mud end
water and hoped and thought the next yesr would Yo bettore fTho samo
was true through the llowing siogo of wet seasons which cont inued for
about elight yeezrse : ‘

It wes this summer of 1902 that granimo ther Hoarepald us a vinit
of several weeks, She seemed much intcrested in everything about the
farm; &ad there' are & number of incidents I remember in connectionivith
*hor being theres One iime she wont with me in the form wegon while I
vas making somo fence through water & foot or two deep; and ot another
timo to Faston to the mill. Ve had the threshers while she was there,
and she weal vith my own mother out to watch them at work., Grande
mother Rcndall being past 80, was bocoming quite feeble angd had to be
helped back %o tho houses Befors grandmother Hoare roturned home,
Mother went wiih her to visit the folks at Pilot Grove and saround;
driving Fan on the single buggye I d0 not remember whoether or not
they took any of the three childron along. If so I think it wag
LoVorne. In either case their junt Ella helped to look after them at
home, as she did on many ogocaslong, . . . ‘ .

Yihile speaking of threshing end having ihe threshers, or -
‘thrashers as ve always called them, I must go beeck in polint of time an

dive some account of this imporiant event in our farnm life and the evoe

+ution of Lit. It called Tor a crew generally of {en to a dozan Or more.

won, about three of whom were required to operato the machine and went
aloxng from farm 1o farm with it. The balance of the orew wore got tow

L]
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- gother by the farmors "changing work"; altho in laler yeors it be-
came tho practice for several extra honds to follow .tho wechines The
men wore fod and sometimes slept at the farm where the work was baing
dong, which mede a busy end exciting time for the houscwife; and it
wag usually & stremous time for the farmer, lasting for from one day
to perhaps & week according to the aslze of the crop, the succossful
opcration of the nochine and the woathere The Ffirst machines werc
comparatively crude affairs, run by five and laler six hoxse tcams
hitchod to an epperittus at first moved around by trussing up under a
wagon, but lator mounied on whoels, This wes called thce horso-pover;
the teams golny round and round with a driver standing in the contraes
The power was treonsmittied to tho main machine, e¢alled tho soparator,
by means of & heovy iron rod mown as the tumbling rod; =md the hum of
the outfit vhen in operation could be heard for milogs around., Tlhe
grain was del fvered near the ground into half bushel messures and put
into bags to be ocarried or hauled to the grancry or marlkot. The straw
vicg delivered at the roar end of the machine by a.short straw-carrier
and taken care of by one or more men, who often had to work in choke
ing ohuff end duste In fact & day or.two of work around a threshing
rig alueys nearly ugedms up; aliho some seemed to be adle to stand it
dpy after day. . L : : - '
The first important improvemenis were mounting the horse-pover
on vheels, installi:g an elevater which messured and tallied the gruin
. and delivered 1t directly into the grain bags, end & mechaniocal siraw
. stecker which helped & lot in taking care of the straw. .Then came the
- stoam tractor engine to replace the horse~pover and which required a .
tenk man vith team to haul wator and coal; but sometimes siraw wag
used to fuol the engine. Thore was elso a self-feedinpg apparatus to
- recliove two or three men at  the mouth of the machine, and a blowor
. which would taks care of the straw and plle 4% up without any other
stacking, 4if desired. Later gasoling engines have becn subsiiitutod
for steam power and ithe graln is usually del ivered into wagons orx
trucks without being put -inito bags; and tho very latest is sumell out-
fits run by ordinsry farm tractors, or canbines, thot do the throshe
ing in the field as the carop 1s harvesteds All of which simplifios
the Job and makes it less of a headeche for the farmer. Bui the older
threshing time wag a holidaybf entertainment and excitemont for the
younger members of the famlly. -"Once, perhaps this'yoar of 1202, when
the steam owifit was pulling in to owr place, ¥ffie ani Verne ran out
pretty close to watoh it, when the engincer let out a blast from the
steam whistle; and it was laugheble to see thoss youngsters vhceel.
"around and.beat it.for the house. R C

It 'was somowhere alout this tine that brother J.P. becoms "oon
verted" to Dovieism and clogsed out his farming noar Elmore and moved 1o
2ion Cilty. . Thero he built & houso.but soon became dirsatlisfied and re-
turncd to Vernon for a year, then started farming cgain at Pilot
Groves.- Brother Ben end family remainsd at Zion. Ho was ordained g
.. Deacon and was very positive of the soundness of their bellefs for
% .12ny yesrs.  In oconsequence I was kept in alose touch wdth the move-
c.aat and with thelr arguments for it; but I nover got to vislt there

during Dovie's time so ncver saw or heard him porsonally. I always



belicved Dovie to be an honesot,
ond ‘doluded on somo of hls ldeas
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sincere Christian bul montally confused
» 68pocially in his later yonrs. Hig

gunent for rejecting pork as an article of diet, hovover, eppoared
%cl;ome loglcul from the standpoint of biblical authority and also

from the fact that in zlmost eve

ry other respcct we follow oloésely

tho rogulations of the Jewish law as to the animals it for food, I

had proviously cbandoned the eat

ing of pork, as a rule, for reonsons

that appoaled to me personally; but I was engaged in raising pigs
for market with considoreble success and profit. Vhile I was not ,
fully convinced on the subject, the agitstion from this new quartoy -

had the effcct of making the whole business questionsable,

30 whan

my hoxd became threatencd vith an apldemic of hog~cholera, I dooilded o
to sell them all off and gquit the hog bLusiness until or unless I
oxporionced & change of mind; and I never wont into it &zain,

I told granimo ther Hoare that we would try end arrange it for

Mother 10 visit Cleveland sgain the following Yyeaxr,

outstending ovent of 1903, She

Hervard John, nearly 3, leaving LeVerno with his Aunt
and I dan't recolleot that he mede any objection to st

_ fad that 'was the
took vd th her Fffie, past 6, end
Ella and ne;
aying orxr

caused any particular trouble, Vhile they wore at Cleveland lNothor's
sistor Ida was married to Leoo Veboxr; Iffie acting as flowor girl at

the cercmony. The trip md visit was attended with

good succeus;

the family, and especially Harvard John with his bear storiea, at-
~ traoting cmsiderable attention on the train, : ’

The wot weather was Xoeoping

up unabated and orops were poor so

that I was unodble to mcet oxponses and began to moke sorious inroads
on my capitales Thils continuocd the followd 18 yo&r of 1904 and in ade

dition amthor baby'waes born on Sept.

11lth, a girl vho we named Vora

Blanchoe The name Vera I not from Plorence Vera Opilvie who was

marrled to Geos Lore; and Blanche, of course
This event took plece in our east upstairs r
atindance by the name of Rudolph. ' I% had be
Harvard was born and anot her girl was a welcome add
the family., It was, however, a trying time for us,
the dootor was out of town and for & tinm

» Was from Blanche Hoare,

oom vith & new doctor in

en four years sinac ,

ition to complete
To begin with,

¢ I was at my wits end. ie

hed no regular nuraae, having decided to get alorg with a Mrs. Crosge
lond from town and my sister Ella, snd later a young girl by the nome -
of Rose Yeekel. But I finally got hold

save the day but Mother underwent the mo

and vith thres other youngsters to teke care of
mud and slosh frow spring till fall wi

state of Uother's health in general, I hal just sbout

CEXY Je

of the dootor in time to
st severe strain she had had;

These wvet years from 1902 to 1910 wera about the most discour-

aging from the economie standpoint of any in my history.

.Bacded most of the farm %o gras

6 & change and thé next year be
Linally, I was fortunate in not

for the neighé ors who rented a part of th

If I haa

8 at the start and vent in 2or more
"ivestock, I might have done better. Bu

t I kept thinking thers would
better; md 1t d1d cone of ®uraeg

trying to farm tho whole nyself;
6 land, took a ‘share of the -
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punishnent. Zvery yeur my caital was being degleled so that 11 wis bo-
oauing difficult to carry on &t all. Sometims durdng tho carly part

" of these years Herbert Claro, roturning from & business trip to
Mimoeanolis, stoppod off to sooc us &nd offered to lend mc some uoney;
end I pot a loan of $300 from him; and later I borrowed $200 from
Uncle John FKeetch in Cleveland; &1l of which I paid beck with Intorest,
¥inclly I got ocomo loans on my perswnal notes at the Delavon Bank. So
by hook or by crook I pulled through whai was for me the worst busi-
ness depression I was ever to experience. It was along thoso yeors too
that I had o siego of iho smallpox, It was not the mos,t virulent

typo but wes bad enoughe I also had the mumps, vhich I must have

mi esod when youngzore ‘

But there woro bright spots also to roliove thie secemingly dark
pic ture. iUy family of four vere about ideal and thoy wore woll
mo thored and we viere justly proud of theam. Vie managed to maintain a
reapectable stondard of living =d enjoy & good degrse of the c¢om-
forts and Joys of home and family lifo, LAbout twlce o your we would
drive to Vinnebego where Hother would do the famlly {trading ‘at
Demon's stores I had to figure 10 meet the bills but my oredit al-
woys cecmed 1o be good. COur sociml life wag mostly in connection
with tho church and thore were many happy times at home and among
rolatives and .frionds. One thing camoil be forgotien: Ior many years
&g Christmas approached o barrel would arrive from Cleveland £illoed
with camed frult, Jjams and Jellies, candy, nuts and whatnot from
grondfather's grocery store in Claveland, to moke & merry Chrisinmas
lazt a long iime, : T '

Some inclidents in ocmnection with the kiddies are worth recordw
ing and aro still & pleagsant momorys., This one, vhioh hepponed pro-
bably when the chief actors were two tnd three years old, I mde a note
of ot the time; Lllother usumlly put Effle and Verne togother in one
bed; but one night Verne wanted to go in the other bLed in the noxt
room., This 1s the dislogue sho heard after she came down: ' :
Vernio: "Effie, Iffice" Iffie: "What is it 1littlo Vernie Broverp"
Vernie: "Vernie in LEffioe's bed." ULffio: "Uwtn't det out, your
tooiies det cold; Papa come offor & file. Tut your paddies in undexr
tho coes so Jat Frost won't bite um." Vernie: "No sah!"™ 5iffie:
"Shut up you wittle eyes and go to fweep like good wittls Vernie .
brovor. =ffie. . shut Effie’s eyes and go to fweep". (After a while):
Effio: "Are you afweep Vernle?" Veornie: ®Yosah"., Rffie: "All
wight.” Then llother went up and put them in tozether and swn they
vere both "afwoop. At another time whon Vera was playing up
in the hay-loft'she foll through the opcning dowa into tho mongor,

I expected to heear & terrible wall; but she got up, shook off the hay
and simp%y romrked in a disgusted tone: "What's the mattie wi' me
anyvaYye - - -

To relurn to the year 1904: Vera was a rostlesz biby from the
starts She would“gigsle anl fuss aweks or asloep, and I spent meay
hours of the day end night trying to keep her pacified. Vithal she
weg not very vigorous bul with expert mstemal care she developed ine
to a fairly healthy youngster: anil at iwo or three years old wos cone
sidersd & very beautiful child, a8 her sister had been bofors her,
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giving somo conaldoration to ¢
attemot to discuss that debate
this time I vams fully persuade
The state of mother's health,
onvinced me that at any rate
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paces betwoen our fowr thet wo were

he matter of birth control, I shzll not
ble ond much debated subjcet; dbut by

d of the necessity of it in our caga,
our financial and othor circumstences

1% was the least of two evils, This is

not saying anything as to mothod; but the principle appecrs to mo to

be sound and entirely justifia
por sense of obligation for th

It was probably this year
in school, thelr toacher being

ble, provided there goes with it g Pro=-
@ propagation of the xace,

1904 that vo started Effie and LeVerna
& Miss llontana Viest znd not very sate-

iz factory., 4t any rate the two startsd in together and opt parnllel

in the grades, LeVerne finally
district school by this tima v

outdistanoing hils gister samwhat. Our
a3 considerably improved, Thers vas a

librury, free text books and ©ther ‘ecquipment, Ve were maintaining a
nine months’® school year and there wag some attempt to follow the

regulur grades,

About this time, I think the spring of 1905, I bought & trin
groy~rogn half~-western three-year-old oolt OT mare of Tony ilcGuiggan,

" glving him my noto I think for
her 1u to drive single. I had
buggy from Sem Hodge, amd with

.now 1% is a wonder I escapd a

$100. Ve called her Daisy wnd I brake
bought a light Open second-hand single
Daigy i% made & nifty outfit, I think
sorious ecoident for Daigy,, being

— half broncho, was nover entirely trustworthy, as.I learnodiater,

I was on the school board

at this time and & young lady teacher

' by the name of Edith I1iff camo %o apply for tho sohool, I drove with
har over 10 Geo. Root's in this now outfit, taking a rathor rockloss

chance as it appears to mo now

o Howvever we returnad safely, having

hired Migs Il1iff.for the ensulng year. She xrovod vory sutisfoctory

and agreeable in every Waye The following year Lon iiood w
to teach. He wam a native of the distriect, married and 14
the old Vood homostead., He had ®nsiderable teaching CeXpo
— & f£ing fellow and ve kept himbn the job for three or four

&3 engoged
ving on

ricnce, was
yoars; and

1 was happy to have my two groving boys under his influence; this be~
ing Harvard's first year in school., In good weather they could moke
the trip to and from school alons and on foot; but in bvad weather,
which was frequent, or in the wier, I would drive wiih or for thenm

- or both, with the team ang buggy or sleigh. - .

During the ensuing_yeérs we planned quite definitely on making

Some change when Effaretta ung

LeVerns were through the grades, -Foxr

one thing there was no high-school nearer than Vinnebago., Algo
Mother was becoming rather restive and discontentod vith conditions

on the farm; and I calculated her health and owr w ell-being

& change of soms kind mvnor or

we would go we left to be decided vben the time cams

I camot dato decisively thé otﬁer'events of thes
1910; but Lee and Ida Vcber made us a short
after their marriag in 1903; perhaps in 1905

laters Just what we would do or vhere

[ ]

e years up t0
visit one sumner not long
» 2nd I am quite sure R
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that Lot her made ons or more additiomil visits to Clovcland. These
trips served as her vacatlion from the norve-sirain of our fumily
1ife, end she always returned much benefitcd. 4lso she would rctura
witnh a supply of second-hand suits, overcoats and othor goode which
helped to offsot the expense of tho tripe

4s I have already indicated, these vere poor years for farming
dune to the unfavorable wonthor. I continued renting out nart of tho
1and to ncighbors; at different yosxrs to Vill Aldrioh, the Iams
family and the Yhito brothers. Butl grain orops and evon. poi&t ces and
garden stuff was hord to raige eand of poor yield and quality. Ve did
have at different times, though, some nlce strawberrics and rasp-
berrics. OQur chief source of cash income was the few cows I kepte
¥y boys were gelting old enough to help -some with the work; even to
handle & trusty toam, shock grain, pltch bundles and help with the
hoy end the milking. And finally I got most of the lower land soocdsd
to %imothy and handled the vhole farm with the boys' helpe Outsido
of tho farm work I took on an extra job or two. My uncle, Vim. Apsey,
ned left some property in LaCrosse to relatives in Zngland, %o be
tpransferrcd on the 'death of his wife; and vhen that occurred they vwote
to me sbout Lt to see what they could get out of it. So I wvent to
LaCrosse and spent several days there. The proporty had dopreciated |
in value ond thore were other complications with Aunt Apsey's roli-
tives so that I was not sble to get much out of it for thom aftor
paying expenses; but I dald the best I could and didn't overcharge
them for my ova time but it was rather a thankless Jobs Nevertheless
1 rather enjoyed getting awey for a few days and doing sonething dif- ~
ferents. Vhile thore I went out to the cemetery and saw vhere my
wicle and aunt were buried. ‘

I think I must enjoy taking carse of other pcople's businesa, foxr
along these years I took the Job of looking after the Vetherbys.
They were sister and brother-in-law of, James Young, incompsicnta, end
under the gueardianship of Robori Moree. They were elderly and lived
£{ve or sixz miles natheast of us on a farm, which they ovmed end
rented to & youny Norwegien vho lived with thems I also ook learge .
responsibility in the business of the church, aciing as financial
secretory, and for seversl yoars did all of the soliciting, colleot-

_~— ingfnd accounting. ' I think I did a good Jjob and I took pay for my

time or donated 1t in lieu of a cash contribution I would have felt
under obligation to make othervise. . These Jjobs took me out on the
road and around the country a good deal dbut. I had Fan and Daigy, iw
good single driving horses, and rather enjoyed the change from the
form worke It was not very lucrative but I did get pay for my time.
tihen the 0ld lLir. Vetherbdy died I was notified and vent out there in
the middle of the night, Jamos Young was sent for aand after the
funeral took his sister o live vith them &t St. Paul. Their famm
wag s0ld and that piece of business wound up.

I got from there & black mare which we called Betty, and for
wbich I padd or allowod $40. She wos afflicted with the heaves but
still quite servlceable and mated well with Fan for a trusty farm
toame L think I got more satisfaction cu} of them than my toam I
had had up to that time. I then sold Ruth to EQ Halght at Vinnebugo,
leaving us atill four horses counting old Doll, who vas becoming can-
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siderably cripplod. I was refising no o 1lis along those yeors; amd I
purchaged & new two-geated opon buggy of Tony HceGuiggen which wve
uged for a famlly conveyance and light wagon, along with a single
buzgy, wntil worn out, | .

It was at this perlod, in my early forties, that I oxporienced
the most definite chunge to vhich I can point es alffecting my relie-
gion, or perhaps .more properly, my religious thinking or philosophy,
This hed to do principaily with my view of tho Bible. Up to this
time I hold und defended thoe traditional doctrine of infallible
inspiration and authority; and my whole religious 1ife ond philosow
phy was built on that presuppositions To cbandon that for the more

modorn and libeoral view, to which my honest study end roason was leod- -

ing me, Invoived a revolution the implications of vhich vould £L11 a

volume by itselfs I came definitely to the goint of decision ono day

whilc et work alone in the field, being forced to it to maintain my
intellectuel honesly and integrity. The rosult was that I had to ro-
gongtruct my theology on the more =:11d and socure foundation of
simple falth in Jesus Christ and reliance on the Holy 3pirit. This I
have succeeded in doing, I belleve, not only without disaster bug
with much proflit and satisfactlon, both mentally ond spiritually,

. Up to the year 1910 there vas liitle change on the farm or in :
tho Home, My parcnts were eging in the neighborhood of the ninoties;
my mother becoming gradually blind and very feeble, and my futher -
quite irresponsible; but with few physioal dissbilitles, Rhelxr core
devolved malnly on my sister but we vere all affected by it to some
oxtents One of my father's hobbies was an impractical schomo for
draining the big slough, whioch he warked out to his ova satisfaoction
tnd ouflined on & large chart, and' which he insistod on presenting to
the county authoritiics at Blue Farth or the township officors at
¥aston, starting off alone if w refused to take him. This caused ug
coms Lderable trouble, , .

He also got the notion of chenging the will which wes on doposlt
with the Probate Judge, Vance, at Blue Earth. My interest in the will

had come to be & matter of importance as the farm had increased maters=

d2lly in value, and with my family to support and the orop failures
for sovoral ycars, I needed vhatever there was in it end folt I wag
entitlcd to it. This seemced to ba. the foeling of the family, mo

there was general opposition o making any change and my brothoer
Charlie fricd to persuade .the Judge to refuse ny father the will on
the gromd of hils incompetence. The Judge, however, delivered it .
when he called for 1%, so my father won out on that, I think his idea
was to arrange matters 8o that I oould not or would not leave the '
farm; and he proposed to.deed the place to mo, intonding to keep it

in his possession, I suppose, as lonz &3 he lived, not delivering the
deode I did not like being tied up in that way and it would loave

the other mambers of the family out entirely. Thoe will gave them

w350 cach vith the exception of Ella, who vas 'to have 5500 I think
my mother vould have refused to sign vithout my consont. However

with the will gono I was out, 8o I conceived the idea of having or
lotting them make the doed and "if he put" it on record, signing wy .
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note to him for $3500 which would constitute his ostate; inierest onr
which would go for thelr support, and the principal, if not noeded,
vould, if divided ogually as the law provides, give the othor mom=-
bers of the family thelxr $350 as in the wills, This schemo we care
viod out and the deod was medo outl and duly signod on Lpr. lst, 1910,
and was put on record the 8the Uy father did not ask for, ond I
nevor mentioned to him sbout tho note vhich I goave into the keoning
of brother Charlie. It could have been probated and collected aftor
my fother's docotse if necessary as the farm was good' for it, boing
worth at that time at least {8000, This was feir and satisfuctory to
the family. Thoir only rccourse without the note would have boen to
contect the dned on the ground of my father's incompetence. All the
conditions wore prosent for a first class family quarrel and fight,
and that notlhing of the kind developed 1g, I think, a oredit to all
concerned including myself, '

This yoor of 1910 marked the change from extreme weil to dryer

gscacons, end it was about this iime or the following year that
" lfothor's sister Nellie, wlth her deughter Dorothy, paid us a visit,
One of tho things we did was to take them on a trip to Vinncbego one
day, ZElmer Rondall had moved into Delavan and had a bay mere neomed
Xit which I had out to ths farm off and ons She mated well vith
Doisy znd they made a swell driving teams So I borrowed Goo. Root 's
swroy aid drove them on 1t to iilnnebagos As we wore driving by the -
Baptlist church Dolsy, for sane unknown reason, kicked up her heols
ond came dovm astride the tongue, 'Then she kicked some more ani we
vierg In the midst of & fino fracas. I gucss I lost one line for

they swung around in the strcet and we were in imainent dangor of a
serious accident and runaway. But instead of upsetting the vehicle
the evenor brake, letiing the team free from it, amd no one wes
hurt but all were badly scared. I moneged to Xeep or get control of

the toom end put thom in a barn and then had to see 'to getiing the
dame:ge repaired. We 'had planned to drive out a mile or two to Will
Harding's for dinner but could not, so VWill, who had his office in
town, got someono with a car, Just then coming into use, to take
Mother, Nell and Dorothy out. ' I had en errarid at Blue Earth and vent
over by traln, about as sick from fright and worry as I have evor )
been. Vhen 1% 'came to goilng home, Nell and Dorothy preferrcd to take
the train back to "Delavan but Mother decided to stay by me and ve
reached home without any further accident. I have nevoer fnlly for-

given Daisy for that day's trouble but she never did enything so very
bad again. : : '

About this somo  time my mother became bed-ridden and totally
blind, belng nearly ninety yoers old. This added to the burden of
carc and alony with other circumstances and conditions, the long
yours of service with litile or no change, began to tox my sister
soverely; and In the spring of 1911 she came s0 nesr to o breakdown .
that I decided to take over the vhole job ourselves for the time bo~
ing and release hers. Tho girls as vell ‘as the boys were gotting
oldor and able toc be of some help and the change was agreeadble to
dother as velly for a short time was quite satisfactory. But Mothoy
was w1l equgl to the task if it was to ocontinue indefinitely and bew

AR
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fore the summer wvas over I was convinced that somcthing different
vould havo to be done before very long. IEffaretia snd LeVerne
would bo reedy for high-~solool the follovinz year; in fcet Verne
vas praciically voady in 1911 so I kept him homs to help with the
fari viork a good part of that school yoar. 48 to the faym I had _
everything in my ovn hands end I had pald Ella 150, the amount ' !
nocogsaury with hor share 1a the note, to equsl the $500 provided : .
her in the will, But I recognized that I was morally responsible
for curlng for my perents or secirg that they were cared for,

In the cizcuastances however, I decided in tho spring of 1912
that my femily, at leest must move to Winnebago or Blue Earth for
the coming school-ycar, at 2ll costs., Iy bis problem was to moke ‘
sulteble provision for my mothor and futher. Sister Ella wes in no
mood or perhaps clrcumstances, to return to the task, s0 I con- '
-vassed the family to see what could be done, Bro. Charlie was
strongly againat my carrying out my purpose; likewise Robte 2{0To,

; But 1 knew my own mind &nd what I should do. I wrote first to
i brothor Bon at 2ion City to gsee if he would consider coning to the
{ farm for & conslderation; but he would or could not and urged me to
stay on, Tho only other om of the family thet senmed to me 1o of-
—— fer any hoﬁb ves J.F, He was at this time farming at Pilot Grove
) bui wag concidering meking a move, and had been to Missouri .to look
at gaus land he hed & chance to trude his house in Zion City for,
but had decided ageinst 1t, So I went to see him. and he appeared
willing %o undertake it if I would mzke 4t a sufflcdent objcot to
' hinm financlally. . .. . . .

. The bargain we finally made after some consultsiion with bro-

thor Charlice md Robert iMore, was for me to deod him the wost 80

acres with the farm buildings, he to assume payment of the note, anmd

have the use of the cast 80 as long 28 father or mothor lived by pey-

ing tho texese. In roturn it was understood he wag to 1ive there and
_eare for the old folks as long as they lived; but that any extra= - ;
ordinary exponse might be deducted from the note, This 10ft me in E
undisputed possession of the east 80 but vith no income from it for :
en indefinite time except from morigaging it.: I cmnot say Jjust how
we arranged about the note, but it was hold against the = uthwest 40
acres and I relinguished nmy interest in it, Thig gave J.Fe clear
t1tle to the 40 with the buildings and the arrangoment was satlige |
factory to mo &nd so far as I can judge, to all concerned; and I - ’
have never regrotited it, although it is evideni that I 1laid down

Some coms iderable value, porhaps thousands of dollars. If I had

boen able and willirg 10 siay.on there ancther five or ten years ?
there would have been & material advance in value on the farm. 1In

the real-estato boom following the war it could probubly have bveoen

sold for $40,000, on paper, although it is doubtful that it would

evexr have boen paid in full. A .. o

~ We arranged to make tho change ebout Sept. 1st, and owr next
problem was to declde vhore we would move to and how. We were now
free 10 go vhere we chose, and I conld feel that ny mother and father
would be talen care of; dut having the 80 and ow re latives hero, wo

N / ;
\ o ;
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d4id not comsider moving t a distance. I was inclined to get eettlod

—somevhere end hed in mind to get a2 small farmbf 20 to 40 amcrcs neor
Blue Merth or VWinnebszo send began to look around for ecmcthing at
Loth locatlons. Ve lookod, I suppose, &t & dozen or two places in or
neay the %o towns, or clties, vithout findirg anything to sult at a
prico I was willing to paye Finally one fine day In Junc we viore
looking &t Vinnebego end drove up the north rosad past what is latcer
the Boitomley 80 td back, the view to the west across the river vale
loy boelng at iis best; and stopping et the f£irst place in town,
simply fell in love vdth 1t; at any rate llother did., I had beon
there before vhen alone and found it was for sele at 22500; but it
was not vhet I.wae looking for, belng only & houss and two lots with
a barn on %he northwest corner., MHowever I liked the locuation. It
ves on the edge of towa near the Parker College camous, at that time
lying idle, the school having been disconiinud by the Baptiats who
sterted 1t, Thore wes vacant land around 1% and the buildings were
about ften ysars old and In good condition; the house quito suitablo
for our family, having city water though not wired for light,

There was wot, of course, tho chance to continuc farming oxcept
possibly I might ront some land near by and then no sufficicnt barn-
room for- eows end horses; so thut did not appeal {0 me, but aftex
gome conusidoration I dooided to buy it and take a chance on getting
work or & Jjob to make & living. I had the 80 neres back of me valued
et five or six thousand dollars but not much besides; my faxrm stock
and oquipment belng chout offset by dobts I owedse 8o my only way to
finance the purchase wes to borrow money on the80. This I sucasded
in doing, offering the tortgage first to Robt. ilore, tho refused it
personally bul got a loan of {2000 for me through the Blue Zarth bank
wlith vhich ho wao conneoteds - I then bargained for the plaso paying
51500 cash and giving a mortgage for the balunce of $1000. This put
all 1 had under.mortgapges but it seomsd to be the best I could do
and I am not swe to thls day that I could heve done better. It
settled us in @ home that we liked and it left me vith enouzh froeo
money, after selling most of my farm stook and muchinery end paying
up my dedts, so that I would not be stranded financially for = yeeaxr
or so in any eveni. I had an attock of the "blues" I remsmbor the
day after I closed the deal; dbui I on recovered from it and vent
along happily. . :

Thet year and the previous one the veather was much more fa-
voreble end the crops falrly good, which helped some, but having
much of the farm in hay I did not profit by it to any great extent.
11 remeined to prepare for ow move to Vinnebago, andl I s0ld off the
cattle with the exception of tvwo of the best cowse I 80ld the best
of the fara machines to J.F., also most of the hay, and the comn
crop which it was t¢o early for me to harvest. I had previously
had old Doll killed and her hide made into a robse which I later guove
to Ella, 1 80ld Betty and I had bought Xit from Elmer,togother vi th

a good sinde buggy, my other single buggles being worn oute Vo atill
had the two-seated opon buggy. .

We moved 10 our new home the latter part of August. Never have
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ing moved, this was auite a thrilliig experience for mo, 23 well as
for the rost of the fomily ard was thoroushly enjoyede Ve moved by
toom and wapon, the boys meking sane trips alons. Vie took with us
the threco horses, Fan, X1t and Daisy and one of the cows, a white
one, thlis being all the stock the barn would accommodato as it was
vhen bought. Also we took about thirty dbuff-rock hens there boing
a small chicken-houge aitached to the barn. The white cow I sold
later, I think that same fell, and brought the other one, & blueish
one, Tfrom tho farme I also kept considerable of the faming i:iple-
nente, nostly old, and somoe hay and grain for the winter, Vo of
course moved our household goods and we bouzht & gasoline ranye and
heating stove from Elmer and had hin install & goasoline lighting
systems Comfortably mettled, my chicf concern was to find gome woxk,
preforably with teams I got a few days right at the start, but I
never succeeded vory well at getilng work by the day, either with or
vithout the tcam.

I noeded a steady Job, and I had nmy eye on the Janitorship of
the college which was about to reopen undor lethodist aws pioces, and
I put my apslication in for that. Hothing was doing there t1ll cbout
the first of Decembor, so owr four children started in ai{ tho pub-
lic solwol, which wus sbout & mile from owr house; Iffioc cad
LeéVerne in hipgh-school, Harvard in the soventh grade end Vera in the
third., This was a new experlonce and LeVerns especially had plenty
of werry at the first; particwlirly with his Iatine The sohool
Suporintendent at that time was a lr,. Graves; and the high-school
Prinelpal, a Hlss Pine wag raher disagreeable. But' thoy all soon got
adjusted and went through the year sucoessfully,

One -qucstion up for declsion was vhat church we would affiliate
vith. QMother had made some friends amonz the Presbyterians, the
Demong, and others, and myself not being ony too enthusicstic n .
Hoetrodist by this timo, ve com ldered sericisly cbanging to, the Pres-
byterian churchs But the fzot that the college was to bo under the
tlethodlst and of owr interest there, and the Pfurther foet that
preachor H. F. Ackerman, whom we knew welland warked with ot Delovean,

and liked, was coming %o Winnebago, declded us io stay by the
Hotiodists; so there I have remained to the present. I avoided got~-
ting deeply into church work as much as possible, having lost somo
of my oarly enthuslasm for it, and my hands full enough ot home, At
present I em very much of a cipher so far as routino churoh work is

concorneds Uy fundamental religious faith and imterest, howevor, is
ag stirong &s ever, or stronger. :

That fall of 1912 I kept busy at one thing and another as I al-
ways ‘have, and my apslication at the college wes acted on favorably.
I hed made no stipulation as to salary, and was sapethat disappointed
to £ind the board disposecd to hire as cheaply as vossidle, suzgesting
$30 a monthe. The fact was they were not planning on mush of & school
that yoar, and only had four months to fulfill scme coniition in con~-

neation with the title to the property. I finally took it for the
wi%tﬁrbfor v35 a3 belng better than nothing amd & siart on & pormans=
ont job, : ‘ S e . .

*
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During the f£oll grendfather Hoare made us & vieit which, of
course, wo &1l enjoycds In duc time the college precident, Dr. Bou-
jumin Longley, &n old Methodist proscher of soms reputation,
arrived. Two lady toachers, Joy Secor &nd Florencs Domon, wers hired V///
end school opencd about Doccmber lst. Ny work was nol oxacting bul
1t took up most of my time and Dr. longley proved to bo rethor dis-
sgrecablo and hord to work with or for,. Ilovoveor I got along with
bim end completed the four months, not Imoving vhether I vould got a
steady Job thore the following yecoxr or not.

1t was now the spring of 1913, Having to give up my original

jdoa of & smcll farm, which was snd ig one of my hobbles, 1 planned
to do & little ferming on the side zrnd tske up thojanitor work :
'again in the £all if I wes wantods I s5till had the threo horses and
nccessery equipment, s0 I looked around for & piess of land noeor towvn
$0 rcent but found none. Finally Max Inoff offercd me, vdithoul rant,
& few acres on a hill that he weated broken ups There wes one orx
two acres of lovell'ground at the top vith steep clopes on one sido.
It was about the most foolish thing I ever did in the farming line;
and I put in & lot of work on that stcep slde~hill plowing from the
top dovn, It was impossible to work with & teim in any other way
4hzn to climb the hill idling and plow dowme I planted corn on the
top and potatoes on the slde-hill and had vielons ol & bumper crop.
Vact I got was & small crop of corn and nd potatoes, At hrvest time
1 went beck to the old farm with Kit and Duisy end ‘helped J.F'e &nd
Moryl with the harvest and stecking ai ihree dollars a day. During
the suwmor tho boys worked for George Rendall on the farm at $13 a
month changing off on alternate weekse. It wag & busy sunner,

Ve wors well satigfiod with our home and surroundings wnd dg-
cided weo were there to sitgy. But I wanicd more room and decided to
sut vhet I hed into the placse. Thers were two vacent lois eust of
us, thick with the native oak trees end underbrush and six lots to
the northeast, cleér of timber, thal were going on & final tax sotle
and that I could get for $180 or less than {25 & lot. Also I was
short of money to pay interest on mg mortzuges, and other expenses,
So I got o sccond-morigage loecn of $1200 on the "80" {through the
Winncbago bank and bought the cight loise I then had the bara moved
to the rear of the two lois to the east, bought an old bern up towa,
which I and the boys vrocked, ‘and built 2 12 £ft. lean on the north
end oast of our barn at home. I put in & tile drain frcm the house
to the low land beyond the barn, and piped the ecity water to the
berne. e also did scame remodeling to the house inside ond built a
wool ~shod and wash~house 10x16 to tho northeast of its I hed laid
out almost a small farm which gave us plenty of garden room and
more rcom for horses, cows and chiekens. There viere two lote di- -
roctly north with some oek itlmber on that should go with the place
but were nof for sals at thet time and vhich I hoped to get later at
some price. There was end still is plenty of room for dGVeIOPmenf
and improvement, but the place was and 1s, well laid out.

That summer the dormitory was built at the college. I got a
small amount of worlt there and the boys helped some with holsting up
7 / '
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mortsr vith cno horse, usually old Fam; and along in tho Fall I sola
good old Fan for {25. We hated to port with hor but hod no uso forx

a third horse 1f I wes-to taike up Janitor work at tho callege againe.
br, Longley's idea, I think, was to get along with the students for
Jeni tor -work, but tho colleze bozrd thought differentlys. The dornie
tory was to be occupled with & scoperate furnace to toke care of and
thore was certoinly need for a rcguler full time janitor. 4loo I had
two or threo piospective students that'gave me & pull. I asked for
#60 2 month ead finally compromised on .50 for the fall and spring
ond' 60 for iho winter months., Spring &nd Pall was supposod not to
taéke my full tilwe, 80 I could get off some to do some work at. home

or elsevhero, and which 1 did to somo extent by putting in good long
days, iy idex was to dovelop something at homo on tho placo as &
slde line to suasplemont my salery and vwhile I never hed much ¢ash

incoms fromz it, the cows, chicikens and gorden - digd holp out matori-

elly with the family expenses. The horses never paid thoir way but
they wvere nice -and handy to have in many ways, and served us in

place of a car vhon ve wanted to go anywhere or take & rides Jiutos
“wore not so vory comzon at that time, nor conld we afrford to owvn one,

Vi preferrcd the college,.or Parker Colleze Acadomy as it was
called, to the high~school zcnd I got same reduction on tuition by
enforing threo students: Effuretta and LeVerns were sophomores,

. having passed the first year in high-school; Harvard manuged to Jump .
a grude and followsd them by only ons Year, - Vera continuod in the - .
public school, taking the fourth grade. ‘.

Our course wag .now pretty well charted and satisfactory, and -
evorything vient along according to schedule in genoral. iy blg probe-
lem wos to moke onds meet financially; in other words, to balinco ny
budgoets I had'not beon able to do this on the farm after uccumunlute
ing my femily, and I hoped to be able to do so under the chinged cone
ditionse. But I found it.impcesible in the circunstances, vith fouy
in schodl and’ the limits of .my income. Our goal was ‘to got tho four

. through high~school, or its cquivelont at tho college; znd to that

—cad poth Mother and -1 bentbur sfforts, williimg to saerifice if nocage
sary. Thero secmod nothiAg better 1o do as I could seo than fo go
ehead and do the best we could régurdless of tho omsoquences finsne
cially and let the future takes care of itself, This I docided on and
have never rcgrettod, It was no easygoing life I lived, but thero vag
duch compensation for the sacorifice and the effort put forth, I
think sohool boards and people generally have an idoa that & school
Janltor lhes a sort of soft ' jobe But I can testify from experionce '
that it is a full time men's job and no snépe. This can be said for it
though, that it is gsbeady work and sure Peye VWith a yeerly deficit to
contend vith I was constantly loosing out financially instead of 20=
cumlating -somne thing for.a rainy day or old age, as I wanted to and

alweys ailned to. 1t is not a pleasent éxperiences One feels liko a

moan on & sinking boat, balling herd to Keep the water out Fot gradu-
ally going down, down. XHowever I did not let. it upset me too groatly
gad I-41d not go under., I managed 10 pay owr way, never defaultod on
interest payments end never was dead broke or bankiupt; and I main-
fained o decent standard of living for the family,
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At the close of the school year in the gpring o 1914, my rclo-
tiong vith Dr. Longley viere such thet I would not esk to stay on
cno thor year i he vas fto continue as president; and I had no steady
work there through the summer vacuttion. There was general dissatise-
foction with hin end weo hoped for a change. 1 got socme vorlk at
Hailghts and eround, waitlng to sco vhat developeds Haxvard got a
stecdy job by the month for the summer vacation with Charlle Hall,
who was then living sans two miles north of town; and LeVerne vient
%o wrk for Ralph Johnson somo distonce southwest; canditions there
vere rot vory satisfectory and wfter a few wecks, at his mother's suge
geation or insistence, he quit the Jobs I vias inclined to insist on
his staying on thore vhich probably would have been virongs. So he gee
cured sae woxk at Heights by the month cnd at odd Jobs by the day ox
a2t home, : : '

It nust heve been the spring of that year that I dlsposed of the
80 ecres. Vith interest and expenses 1 would soon have been in
gerious financial difficulty; but luciily, or providentially, Adra

inherited some money and I sold the 80 to them for 56000; thex of

cowrse to assame the mrigrges amounting to $3200 and paying {1000
down, leaving a balcnce of $l800, But according to our agreoment

Je Fo vas entitled to the use of the 80 as long as father snd mother
lived, so I took his notew for the {1800 vi thout interast; $800 to
becano due on the death of either one of our parents and $1000 when
both were gone. I% would have beon poassible at this time to have paid
the $1000 morigoge on our Vilnnebego placo and had 1% clear; but I
conld not have kept it 50 aud gone shead with our program as we did,
S0 I deosited the notes at the bank as collateral and borrowed money
there as I hal to0 have it. -

It wes thal summer ox thoe previous one that owr one good cow got
siock, and efter lingering arcund for weeks finally died; or I hed her
Iilled. That was & sevore blow and a dsad loss of $75 to $100. I
bought eno ther one, old Bluey, from Lillo Haight for 350 whichhave us
good service for two or threo years. Also soon after, I bought a
jersey frcam Frank VWilbor as 1 was furnishing milk for tho domitory.
That spring of 1914 Dalsy ralsed a nice littlo sorrel colt sired by a
Hembletanian, which we named Don; and the year wags to witness some
ng table eventse ' .

There vas of course the outbresk of the war in Euxope about Aug.
1st ; and in our family there wvias the 75th anniversary of my fether and
mo ther's marricge with both of them still living. This rare occuy-
rence, the Dianond Vedding, we celebrated at the old farm on July 30th
with the nine living children present and a large gathering of in-laws,
grandchildren end a few groat-grandchildren; also the Broberg family,
Judge Vence, and Rev. Wiesthaver, the Uethodist prsacher, and wife., I
took cansidorable responsibility in arranging the prozram and othor
matters in cmnectlion with the event. It was a very rainy day but we
drove over from Vinnebago in the open buggy and they all got there one
way or amother, There were gifts but mostly confined to two uphol-
stered chalrs. Cmarlie Young, I believe, was the only one vho pre-
sonted a diawsond. There wore telegrams from Cleveland, Chio, and a
cablegram fronm Englond. Thors wexe speoches, and music was furnishod

~

by .tho Erobexg ginio.
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Beforo the opening of school in September a change was mode, Rev,
Je+ De UcCormick beinzy secured to take over the presldency of the col-

leges Ho piwoved to be quito agreeable ond satlsfactory and held the

position for zhout six yoars. I continued in my position as Jenitor on
the same terms cnd was kept plenty busy.

The other outstanding event of the year vas my mothor's paasing on
Hove 7the I had been to see her a day or two previous end we were got-
ting ready to drive over again, vhen ve got vord by phone that che wasg
gone, But vie drove right over and on Nov. 10th leid hor tirod body to
rest .in the Lura cemeterys. Sho was 93 yeocrs old the previous July.
Precious is her memorys A practical nurse to assist in her care, a
ilrs, Sophie Habinger fron Hanxato, had been in attendance for 80016
ponths, " I have always had a deep cppreciation of the kind ministira-
tiong of this lady, and of my sister-in-law and brother, the tw and

Tour yeers efter I felt obliged, in justice to my owm family, to lesve
the farm, - ) . :

Thus olosed the year of 1914 and I had prlanied to roise enothor
colt to mate Don in the sprinzg of 1915 but lost it; s0 Don wes the last
of my line of horses and I sold him at throe yosrs 0ld to Chester IHube
bard for $25, leaving us Xit and Daisy, & very nice team for owr pup-
pose, Xit, vhile high-lifed, vag trusty and other or any of the fam-
. 11y could drive her single with compsrotive safety,

Vie completed the school year sucaessfully, and Harvard John went %o
work again for Charlie Hall vho moved to sbout tvo miles cast of town;
and Verno continued to vork arocand by the day or hour, He did not toake
to farm work as naturally as Hervard John, and he had the misfortune of
gotling into some acoidents. At one time out at Halghta he {ipped
ovor with o load of bundles and opproined his antle seveoroly. At
eénother time I gent him with the team ani wagon 1o heul grain to town
from wherse they were thrashinz at Lesters. Through a 1ittle misjudg-
ment enother boy with a heavy load was crowded off the side-hill vhers
he tipped over and was injureds. It'looked at first like & fatal aoci-
dent; and LeVerne came back homs terribly shocked and upset, as ho had

8004 reason to be. I was at feult in sending him on that Job and have
never quite forgiven myself Lor it.

I think I vorked by the day or hour, off and on, at
through the suwaer vacation, and for at least several ye
tinued as janitor vhen school wos in session. Thet sunmer of 1915 wa
sent Effie to Vinona to make up on some of hor subjects at the State
Normal suumer school, in preparstion for gradualing the coming yoor at
Parker, She stoyed at the homs of our ncphew, Arthur Cook, who was
£illing the pastorate of the Firot Methodist Church; and helped with
the housework for her board, I think it must have Ybeen somo time -
that yoar thal wo had & bad time with the smallpox. Mother was on one
of her pariodic visita Last anag LeVerne hrd been to scme affair at

Albert Lea and, as we Bupposed, contracted the diseass from s ocmewhoro

on that tripe. "I called o0ld Dr. Durgin amd we wers quarantined, but I

#og permitied’ o continue with my janitor work at the collegos 411
of the four had 1%t more or less violently, and I vwrote lother that I
thouzht we could got alomz without her, but she could not content hoze

the ®1llego
8rs, and con-
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self end roturned at once. It Droke into the schooliny for tho four.of
them bat they mede it up one way or another. It was really not very
periovs ond efter funigating etce ve were 0.X. azain, I waos irnune,
hoving had it, I was o little concernmed for lother but she was vaoci-
noted vhen & girl ead did not eaxtract. it,

In the yetr 1916 tho big event in our family at iilnnebsgo wias the
graduat ion of our two eldest at the close of the school ysur; and ex-
.pénsed wWore hoaevy. LeVerns roquired three new suits that yvear: a
gchool suit, a Sunday suit and e graduat lon suit. But graduat fon night
brought mo 2 new thrill of rdal satigfootion. Ve ware beginning to reo-
alizo owr @bliiocas; and I had hoped that I would be able soon 10 bale
anece my budget; butl thaet hope vas long deferred. It wes evident we
cov.ld not do anything for our four in the way of schooling beyond the
high pechool course; and they vere given to understeand that after thot
they would be expocted to mako thoir ova way and go forwerd on their
owa respongibility. Instead of Lollowing my father®s program of Keop~
ing them under parental control $ill they reached their legal majority
at 21, or trying to, we practically gave them their liberty at their
graduation; or aboul at 18 yoars of gzes I caloulated, hovever, thal
if they were able to do so they might help us out in a finoneisal vay
if we nceded it A .o

LHother had spoken to Horbert Clere for a chance for LoVorns to got
a start on a Job with the Genoral Electric Co. at Chicago. So our v
plans for him, in vhich he concurred, vere well laid, Ve aid not lilke
the idca of scnding him to the big city alone; so e3 I folt myself en-
titled to a 1ittlo vacation and trip, I decided to g0 with him to
Chicago end from there to Cleveland for a wvisit with the Hoare's. So we
viorlied around tho collogo mostly until after the Fourth, and Yerne
earned erough to pgy his fare to Chicago. Vie left by train about the
middle of July and arrived in Chicago to f£ind Horbd and Nollio avay on o
viall to Clevelend. 3Brother Jim was living thers at the time, 50 I left
Verne thore end wvent on to Cleveland, Neither of us toolk alonz much
swplus money and vhea I returned to Chicago LoVerne had only two ceonts
left; but Herbert had returned and started him on the Jobe 1 could only
spare tvo dollars and told him I would send him three more Whon I got
home, vhich would last him till his first payday, and hebould pay me
back as scon as he could. To his oredit he sent mo the U5 from his Pirst
pay checlk and financed his own way from that time on, I arranged for
hia to stay et Jim's at $4 a woeek for room and board; and Horbert
started him in at $40 a month; and I guess he got alonzg on thet for same
months t1ll hs got a roise. Ho socmed to taks qui te naturally to the
city and to his work and oantinued to go up theladder.

For Effaretta we loocked to teaching. I do mot think she hod

groal enthusiasm for it or ever deve loped much; and it may not have beon
the wisest cholce for her. It was necessery for her to have a year of
noxal treining, which she sould take at Bilue Earth, in order to teach
in the country. schools, So we arranged for her to pat in the year
there; and I financed it to tho twe of §150, with the understanding she
- should pay it back her first year of teaching, which she did,.or nearly

80e ©She could got homo gui te often and our team and buggy did good ser-
. vice botween Vilnnedbago and Blus Barth.. LeVerns I think went vdth the
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resolve to stick to his Job for a year wvithout coming home. But I
thoaght he might afford to come hore far Christmes end porsuaded him
to do so., It wvag.our first separation in the frmily amd 2 yoor seomed
just too longe.

It remained at the close o« this year for my fathar todeport
this 1life. He passed eaway peacefully anil with little apparent suffore
ing on Dec. 28th, at the ripe age of 99 years, 9 months and 10 doys,
I was over to sece him a 43y or so previous but was not nresent at tho
legte The funeral was held et the houso on, I think, the Zlat end he
vas buricd by the side of my mothsr, It was a worrisome time for me,
Horvard was out ot Halls, vhore he had vorked during tbat summor, do-
iny their chores whille they were away, 11 being vacation time at the
sgbool. I had work at the college to atterd to and tho cows and
thinggs around home; and on top of that FHarvard got sick out thore clone,
and I wori out a timo or tro to ses &nl help him, It was cold wintory
and tho day of the funeral Mother and I drove over with the team end
bol~sleds Then lMother got one of her bad hsadaches mmd could not go
to the cemetery or ride homes S0 I had to leave hor there znd drive
home .alones I brought back with ms :my mother's Diamond Viedding chair,
virich I st%ill have, Hothor retnmrned the following day or soon by train,.
Iunckily Herverd's illness did mt prove to be very sorious and we all
came through alive and not much worse off to begin the new year,

The $3800 note I had drarn to my father, representing his es-
fate, and payment of which was assumed by J.F, in eccordance with our
egrognent, vas gsettled I believe by allowing for the oxtra nursing help,
the funoral expcnses and the monument, the belance belng divided among
the holrs netting them eround §275 each. As already stated, I had re-
linguishod my interest in i% to J.Ps This so fer as I know was o sai-
igfactory seltlament. Iy last note from J.F. was also due and paid,
but had been mostly used to keep up expenses; end by the apxring of 1917
my funds were running low again and ths $1000 mortgege on the place
commo due that year and would have to be paid or renewed. So either then
or the previous year, I got a mw mortgege loan throuzh tho bank, of

« B. Burnhoam, and inoreased it to 51600, VWith this I paid the orlginal
mortgage and the balame went for other purposocs.

On April 6th we declared war on Germany ard mde comron cause
with the Allies. I had followed the course of events mre closely ang
vith more sympathetlic interest, I think, thean the &vorageo Americon citle
zene lihile my sympathies were altozether with the Allics, I was no ox-
tremist either for or egalnst our goinz into the conflict, I do nmot
think I was deluded by the propagenda to any great extent, or & victinm
of hysteria; so have never repudictiod the position I took at the tims,
Of course I hoped that my own boys would not have to 80e LoVerne, I
believe, volunteered for servico, being old enocugh, but wag rejected as
not mceting the physicel roquirements,

That yeor Harvard John graduated from the high school course at
Parker and went to work for ths summer for Geo, HeKey; Charlie Hall hay-
ing moved out of the community, Whon sohool openad at Porker in Soptem-
ber ho tok some studies in ths comumsrei al department and sontinued
working part time at McKays, Later that £all he was Trecommended for a
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poglition thet was open in the benk ot Truman, which ke took and filled
wlth good success, I think he must heve gotto quite a sevore atiack
of nogtalgla; for cae night, I belicve it was at Thanksglving, he
stortd out and walked the 17 mileg to Vilnnobage arriving home long of-
tor derk; & very tired but happy boy. ifter completing the yoax of
nomal at Blus Earth, Effaretta engeged to teach the school'at IMlot
Grove, &t $50 & month end bosorded vith a femily by tho noms of Osmund-
son. Sho menaged to get home several times during the nine months
term, el I did some drlving far her back and forth. I required that
sho pey me 515 & month to liquidate the expense of her yezr at Hormal,
vhich she dide LoVerns was forging shead at Chicego and rad hig selaw
vy sdvamced to $75 & month; and as I was still uncble to moet our exw
ponses from my income, I asked him to help out $15 a month; which he
d1d with more or less regularity %11l he hal contriduted in the neigh-
borhood of $200, o :

This 4ares us into the yeor 1918. The v2r was on in full Zorce
end vwe voere expscted to buy some Liberty Bonds oven 1f we had to bor-
row the momy 2t the benk; which I did to ths amount of $200. The
tonds wore supposed 1o bo saleable later on anmli wore, at & discount,

.end I disposed of mine in that wey. What it amocunted to was & contri-

bution to th: support of the war to the amocunt of the extra interest
paid at tho bank and the discount’ on theo bondss Thal year the draft
wag in offect and our to boys were eligidble and were teken into the
Students Troining Coxrps about the first ‘of September anl stetioned at
Evanstonr, L1l. Soon LeVerne wes selected and sent ®© louisville,
Kentucky, for training &s en artillery officer. Efforetia engogod to
toach five or s8ix miles southwest in the lUichols district and boarded
with tho HFichols family. She mmaged to get home almost ovory weckond
and I usually took har back on Sundcy. The roads were fierce most of
“tho %ime and the driving was not very pleasante Vera chtered her

- Tirst year at Porker that fuoll, teking some commerciel subjects in the

high-school course. + On Hove llth to our great rellef the armistice was
signod; vhich moent that our two boys would mot have to go ferthor than
their tvwo months o treining, ard they both were hanorably discharged
soon thereafter.  The emotional release I experionced at the close of
hostilities eftor the months of tenslon, even though tho war had not af=-
fectod us very severcly, was somethirg to be remembered; aund the yeer
closed for us very happily, all bolrg together at hane for Christmas.

LeVerns returned to his job at Chicago for the folloving yoar of
1919; anl Harvard got a Jjob with a fermor end dalryman some few miles
no rthwost. In the spring he left thare anl went to work for Geo.

_UcXay againe FPrices were high and farmers were psaying around {60 a

month with board, for hired men. The real estatc boom was on and farm, -
and town propearty e&s well, vas selling at ebnormml figurcs, Money was
floving freely. . I think I could have sold our place easily for 55000
if I had put 1% on the market, and have goiten clear of all indobied-
ness, But I hessitated to do so. For ae ithing the general idea secmed
to be that prices would remain high or continus to =sdvance., Then too
e worg gatisfied wvith our homs and did not cere 1o make & change and
renting would have beecn expensive at the tlmo. Vieges amdl salaries had
also advanced greatly, but work around home was taking camsideradble of
my tme; s0 I had not aslcod or recoived any raise in woges st the col-

1353 up to this tima, congeq_uenﬂ;y I did not. galn aanything from tho
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higher pricess. I was no war profiteers On tho contrary with the high-
or cost of living I wes incurring sows additional dobte, in notes at tho
bank, store billy ard so forth, But obtout this tim I asked for a raise
in salary ond got an increase 1o {90 a mnth. At the olosa of her
school in tho lichols distri et Efferoite secured a posltion as gsalog-
lady in Demons store; which I think wes more congenial to hor, than
toaching,

, During thet sunmer vacatiom we had a disegresadblo cxperience
involving Vera and tho school at Parker. Yora woas 14 eni had been one
yoar &% the collczes. She was helping me, dusting tho beoks in the li-
broaxy, anl wes vorking there alono cne day befare I returnod eter din-
ners The prafessor who was et tho hecd of the comnerclal departmont emd
vho was ths only head man in charge at ths tims, returnsd to the build~
ing &ad procecded foreibly to toke liberties with her which to this dogy
she¢ declerss to have boen serious, and thinks would have bom mporo so 1f
someone e€lse had not come into the bullding, The office girl chenced
to roturn, upcon which tho profesmyr let Vers freo; znd she came or or
homs in a hysterical siote and reported what had token places llother of
goursc was greatly inconsed and exeltcd anl was roady fo go right over
and relse cain with the pro fossor. But I advised mre deliberction boe
fore taking any ection. She then pwoposed calling Rev, Teachout, our
Metho dlst mreechars. The pwiessor, however, wes g Preshytorien ang
naturolly aite prominent in that church. So I thought bottor to call:
Rev, Bailoy, tha Presbyterian minister, which we did. Heo Dok a sorious
view of tho case and ths question was what to do ebout ite TIf it got out
in tho town It would have created a scandal ami no end of goasip that
woul d have beaen disagrecadble to us and very bad for the school, Ve
could have let it drop and soid and done nothing; but I was not dig-
posed to do thet, end I don't think MNothor would, have consentod %o i1%;
al though ghe rathor lost hor nerve and was grootly warried not knowing
whut t0 doe That left it up to wo; md ofter considering I doeidod to
go over when tho pmfFoessor was alone, and fece him vwith it, and see what
he hal to say. IV took soms cowage for I didn 't lrow wvhat his &ttti~
tude would be. I thought hse might deny 1%, gct angry end threaten to
beat ms up; or try to meke out it was wthing and if I insisted briba
mo 1o hush it up. But he hadn't much to sey. I think he sawv I wan re-
golute, end he didn't krmow me so very well and may have been afraid of
gotting beat up himself. But I left him after letting him know that T
didn't propose to let it drope I reckon he was some worried after that,
My Irish (or.English) was up end I wasn't going to lot him think that .

. Just because it was the janitor's girl he coull get avay with anything
ho wented to; and we decided we wounld not bass 1t by and lot Vera £0 on
in gohool and tdke studies under him, President eCormiok was avay in -
the eastern part of the state; 80 I went and conferxod vith Rev, Balley
and hs comsented to go half way across the state 1o see licCormick,
KeCormick returned &t ones and I 1aid the matter before him. He than
called & meeting of tho professmr ma myself with Rev. Bailey present,

I had mode notes of what I know and wvhat Vera had roported.  She to1d
hor mther som things che declined telling me. I mwesented the

charges, slighting mihlng, @nd the professor had little to say inp hig
own defense., The sequel was thst ho resigned and a succossor
by neme, had to be secured on short notice for the opwing of
Joar., - S50 for as I Jnow no hint of vhat occurred got out. ang
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This outcome fully satlsficd us anl everything went elong hopplly vith
the ojoning of school in Septombere I have ofien wmdered since If we
took the mtter too seriously end made too muchhd? it; but with Vera's
viow of the episode aftor thuose 20 yoors, I am inclinod to think that I
acted judiciously. . : . _

That fall of '19 Hervard went to linncepolis end sceured o Jodb
wita the H. Vi Hational Bank; and roomed with Harold Talley for o timo.
Effaretta did not make any effort to engego & school; but vas asked to
teko one at Xlestler; somo distance southcast vhere & veacaney Qccurrod,
cnd the salary $110 was 100 good to be rcfused; so sho scceptod the of-
for amd had good success; boarding vith a feamily by the name of Hintz,

After colebrating Chrictmas at home with my family, I wont over
to Delaven for a visit and came in cmtact with amher religlous geat
that wag enlisting the interest anl adherence of my relatives thoro.

I was gradually becoming more and more unsatisfied, rather thend is-
satisfied, with the Uethodist and other me jor denominations,, but soon
dooided that this now out?it was oot what I vas looking for. Consie -
dercbl e pressurs was brought to besr to draw us into it dut vith no
success; although I gave them a fair hearing as I had the Dowioites.,
Both groups I belleve werc and are carnestly ead sincerely christian;
buv too norrow and canservative in' their beliofs for m3. Soon after
this in Joenuary of 1920 brother J.fe suffercd =a serious mntal o© 1- )
lapses I weni ovor to visit him andl saw that there could be no queg=
tion as to his condition; and it was docided that he vould have to g0
to-tho hospital at St. Yetor, Dlmer Rendall and Adra went with him,

coming first to Vinnebago by irain vhere they had $o walt over wost of

the day for a frain to St. Peter, I mot them with the toam end sleligh
end the three of thom stald with us till afteorno:n to got the other
irain, His troublo was afiributod to hardoning of the wrterion; anddt
is probuble thot some physical allment was the chiof cause, a8 he died
the followinz month there at the hospital. The funeral was at Hankato
and I went by train in conpony with Rev. HeElroy who preeched the funor-
- &l sermon. Reove lcElroy then living in Winnebago wag a Baptist preacher
vhom J.F, thonght much of. Burisl vwas at Henkato by the side of his
Tirst wife 4Lddie. , -

During this year Effaretta completod the school at Kiestey sug~-
cessfully. LcVerns was succeeding at Chicago and formed an ettachmont
for a young lady by the name of :Bornlce Van Vranken. Ho also boooms
interested in Christian Science, one of the nswor religious sects but
vhich by this time was well known and estublished. Harvard wag in the
bank at Hinneapolis and Vera in school. By this time lervard wos Il p-
ing us somo finanoiadlly; for e thing turning over to me his gtate
soldiors bonus of $360. During the summor a change was mrde in the
presidency of the college; BEe C. Relnske Bucceeding Presildent McCormick,
Effie took the school again at Xiester in the fall, running into the
yecr 1921, : '

Brother Ben at Zion wes at this time failing in health with vhat
was presunably tuberculosis, and died in May of this year., I was mot
in e position to be sbls %o sce him at eny time during his lingering
illness, wr go to bis frneral; hut I corresponded with him considerably
the previous sumuer while he was Vacstionizg oa & farm in Viscorm in, '
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He hed lost his strong faith in Zion end Dovielsm, bul not in God; omd
was much intorcsted in Russellism, sncther minor religious cult ard
jdea, which ourvives to ths mresent under the name of Jehovah's Vit-
necpcge’ Provious to this Dowle himself lrd died but thw oconcern he
atartod wes and atill is carrylng on under his succoscor, Volivas
Brother Ben, however, nover resorted to the doctors anl died et home
vwithout my madical attendance, and was buwwrled In the cemetory at
Zione Sister Ella wey at Zion end with him at the last,

It was ebout this time or a 1ittle before that tha real-ostate
boom blew up and mrices of ferm land declined ebruptly; town proporty
end general prices rore gradually; and wezes anl saleries least of all
for & time, Bubt even with my salary of $90, the moximum I ever drew,
and the help the boys gave m, I was still unable to balance my budgoet;
vhich wes ths goal I was castently aiming at and to thich I waa bendw
ing my best offorts. Just before the collapse I declded it might be
wige for us to sel];ﬁha place, X put a price on it of 5500 and hagd tvo
or three buysrs who came and looked i over; oo of vhom, tho Svioencys,
onsidered 1t ecriously. 3ub we falled to muke the deal and they
bought a houge uptown at an equally high pmrice. It has beon for sale
ever since at recoding prices, but I still hold it in my own nane.

Phat speing on lerch 23rd, after & sanewhet- turbulont-court- -
ghip, LeVerne was married to Bernice; and during the swmer they cama

to visit us at Vinnebago, Effaretta was being courted and was corres-f '

ponding regulearly with Alba Carrell; folloving en ascqualntence that
started with thelr school days at Parker; and that s unmer she worked in
. Alveys otore located in the Sharp blocke. She appsared to mo as quite
heppy and satisfled with her worxk In the storess 3But I could ses no
futuro worthy of her in that; and I cmfess to having advised end pore
suaded her to marry; vhich I have never had occaslon to rogret. Alba

had lecarned the butter-makers trade and was second man in the cresmery
at Fammington.

Hervard had lost or quitted his position with the N. V. Banlk,

but soon secured amther with a bank on Lake Ste Vora was entering hor'

gonior year at Parkor and vas kecping steady company with one of her
classnutes, George Smith., He and Roy Hagen roomed at our houss for a
time, Both George and Vera were young and foolish enough to form a
marriage engagement vhich neither Mother nor I fanciede Sti11 George
was a religious steady~-going boy, and we thought her safer in his oome

pany than with- whoever might happen along. They quarreled ocoasionally
but stuck togother for some tims after graduating.

That £all Alba took full charge of the oresmery at Clear Leke,
a small town nesr St. Clouvd; and ca January 10th, 1922, he and Effis
were mrried at & quiet coeremany in ocur home, Rev. Teachout officlate
ing. The s&me evening George and Vera took them to Amboy with Preai-
dent Rieneke's Ford; from where they went on by train to St. Paul end
Clear Lake, and so far as 1 can see lived happily ever aftcr.
wes not so fortwate; end scon gaveflis hints of discontent and domestie
infelicity. Harvard wes not yet scoriously threatened with love and
merriege; although I believe he was mors or less interssted in some one
Oor two of the cilty girls with which he cam in contect. Vera graduated
with honors at the close of the school yoar, having taken stanography
énd typewriting in the course, and 80 was equipped to toke a job and

LeVerne

| I ———— S
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relze sy ova way. She went to stay for a shert tims with Effic and
Alba ot Clear Leoke, end to look for work in iidnnecpolis. With Hor-
verd’s help she soon lanied an office Job vith & real-estate man by
the nama of edgorden at $60 & rmonth, which she filled sotisfactorily
and nmmaged t0 support herself in the city with Herverd's advice and a
frequent loan to bridge her over to tho noxt paydey. GCeorge vent on
to cchool Zor a year or iwo ot Hamlines It vas in Jenucry that my
gigtor Hannah died at Blue Earth; her husband, Silas Cook, having pro-
cedod hor by aboul ten yoars, :

In the sming of that year my fincnoes had reached ancher orie-
els. iy 1600 mortgege was duc and I had othor debts piling up.
Money was plentiful at high interest rates, and I succeedod in getting
ano ther mortgesge loan through the bark, of the elder Phipps; this time .
of $2000 et 8% intorest, The banker valued the place at $3000; but I
was holding it at $4000 or more at this time., This high zate of ine
terest, among other things, kept me in the red for the succoeding five
O 8lx ycaxrs. o

In mid-swnmer I had tho chance to go to the citlies =nl on to
Clear Leke with Llfred Rendall vho was driving a Ford coupe; and so I
had a few days vacation and en enjoyable trip. ¥e stopped in Mirmneae
polig going, and thought we broks a rocord making the trip home from
Clear Lake, &bout 200 miles, in me dsy, That summer Vornc and
Bernice made us another visit in VWinnebago,

Hoping to reallze some finenelal galn as well es for other cone
Siderationy we decided that fell to rent the downstalrs part of the
houge; iother to go to iMinncapolis for the winter and kgep house for
Herverd and Verpa; and thoy rented rocms on Elliott Ave. Ve socursd
2 gacd renter at home, ot 420 a mnth; md I tock my dinners of the
dormitory end boarded myself for breckfost end supper, and slept at
homs ocecupying the upstairs. This errengement worked out falrly well
end Mother was thus eble to go to Clear Lake for = week or two in
Hovember to wclecomo our first grandchild, Robert FProderio Carrell,
viho was born at the hospital in St. Cloud on Novembor 15th. A% tle
holidays I got awgy to go to Uinneapolig, and we all want by bus to . ..
spend Christnes dgy with Effie and Alba at Clear Lake; beginning .o
practice that has been followed with few oxceptlions ever since, I wes
nearly crippled, and suffering, with & very sore te ai tho time, but .
maaaged to get. around . . -

On returning to Vinnebago I fowrd that the grade build ing at
the public school had tarned to the ground vhile I was gone. During
the winter “in 1927 father Hoare died at Claveland. Because of ihe oi x-
cumstances we wore in, iother did not get to see him during his {1lness ¥
or go 10 the fweral, On Feb., 4th the lotlodist church in Vilnnobago
burned dova. It was on a Sunday morning and we were beginning the ger-

. Vices when fire broke through iks floor of the room at the reare The

preacher himself, Rev, Xushans, gsave the alarm and we 211 made owr exly
in safeily and watched the building go up in smokee. :

In the swing our sscond gramdchild wes born at.Chicago to Vorne
tnd Bernice, and noned Jome Ann. FHope wes entertalnsd that hor coming
would paciiy tke twowsled mawital Situation, but it appeared to have
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l1ittle £2 my offcct in that dircotlon. Uother roturnsd from Minnge
apolis in ilzgy and wo plamned f£or her to spend the next vinter with
Uothor IHoare &nd the folks in Cleveland. Thet gpring Alba got the
chance to take over thc menagencnt of ths crecamery at Parmington
viiere he had leurnod the trade, at a big sdvance in solary, which
locked too good to tnura down; & the family moved there ond during
tho summer I took a few dgys vecation and visited them thore; got-
ting a ride with FPrcse. Relneke vho was making a trip to the cities, ~
Alba had purclused an Overland coupe vith which he brousht the fem-
11y to Viinnecbago for a visit. LeVorne was also home for a vicit at
the same time, while Bernice and Jane Ann were in California; and the
three of them wenl out to the golf grounds for an cuting; end vhile
thore Iffie had the misfortuna-of-losing-control of the cor and go=
inz backwards down the rivor bank, She jumped or tumbled out and
rolled to the water's edge but neither che nor the car was seriously
injured; a lucky escape vwkich furnished somo merriment aficr the
SCAre Was OVET. . C

The creamery at Farmington had changed hands and the move
there d1d not turn out as well as &t first appeared, and early in
the fell the family moved to St, Paul and steyod with the Carrelils
for a short time, $t1]1 Alba secured a job on'a dairy farm at Withrow
goms 12 nilles northeast of the eity, EHervard continued in the bank
on Leke S%. in Minneapolis- and Vera at‘Medgordens. Nothor vent to
Cleveland about Seps lst and I planned to'rent the downstolrs agaln
but 41d not have as good luek renting as I had the previous yoar,

I let tho rooms %o soms of the students at the college with rather
indifforent returns, However with my $90 salary I think I maneged
to catch up some on my £inmces. AL Chrisimas that yoar, I went to
llinneapolis and stayed one night with Harverd, who wes rooming out
in ilidway, and one night at Hamline with George Smith, and went with
him Christmas mrning to Withrav, vhere with Harvard and Vora we
spent the day; and we all continusd in our rospoctive locations in
the followinz yoar of 1924, which wasg to witness some chanzes befors
is close,. S et

ha S
.
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In the 8p*ing Mothor returnsd home from Clevelend, stopping

in Chicago to visit with LeVerns and Bernice at their homs; end the
new 40 or 50 ihousand doller church which the Methodis®s had built
wes dodlcateds: This rather ambitious enterprise wag undertekan ‘on
the supposition that Parker was a permencnt and growing Institution.
It was &t this time functioning as e meparatory amd junior. college
and appearsd quito pmsperous. But it vas never s8elf-supporting
and was more or less in competition with Hzmline Univorsity at

St. Paul for support. Consequently the high authorities in the
chureh decided to close it wp vith the 1924 o mnencement s to the

great dlsappointment of the Winnebago ohurch and comiunity. The cost

of the new'church bullding wes supposed to have been providod for at
the dedication but it finally emerged with a debt of about 510,000
the greater part of which remains unpail after Tifteen years, Dure
ing the summer whilc tho college pwperty was in process of balng
liguldated or returned to the Bapiists, I was retalned ag care~
takor of the bulldings and grounds by Rev. Xnehons who had it in
charge, and was pafd my reguler salary of {50 a month; end in the
fall I sorved 23 Jamitor &b Yho chureh duxring the iethodist annual

-
-

v/

B i



Gl

conf.’eronca viiich wes held in Viinnobego. At that coanfercnce vio entorw
tained Rov. and Yre. Heloy, the prescher who had morrisd o 28 yoors
beforee Uy Job thg.t sunnor was ascanothing of a slneswre, ags thors veoa
not much o & ; the Wuildinga ond groands m% being in USe. During
that sumner Lev-.rno and Barnica with Jane Ann mede us & short visit;
"'01.30.3 on from there to ¥lthrow; this being tho only time I have evor
gepd Jane Amn, &nd which I buu feintly remsmber &f st alle I think
it/ vas at this timo that Earvord quit hisfob et the bank end soon af-.
ter went to work for a shoat t*me for the Fillsbury lilling Co. Ile
wag 2lso kaepirg caapany more or lcss steedily with one Flacence
/*G:aiager vi {n whom he syparently fell in love., Veraz quit at lledgoz-
4 dens in iWmecpolis that sgrin:? and went to & bank job &b Miles,
:'4 Tova; for what resson I canrot s2y; bul yhile there sho broke off her
engogement with George Suita, \;hich Mother eleo hed cone to disapprove
of. Also e neglccied to \zrite for a pariod of several weelks which
coused m3 & g'J.Eicat dcsl of worry. dovever we :fine.lly heard from her and
shy roetuzned homs belore wintar and veal to Effie's at Wlthrow for a
vhila,

YWith the roturn of the college property to tho Reptlsts that
foll my emple salary thore camoe to an end; but I continued on under
the Baptisis at 325 a month and head to 100& around for suane additionnl
sowee of income. I applied for a job as bookkeeper at the poultry
concorn under Dan Collette but i’e...led to lend it, so finally hired
out to Bottomley, the deiryman, at $50 & month Zor altout an 8 hour day.
This included Sundays and holidaoys but elong wiih it I was &le
hold my Jjob at Parker, I put in ebout 2 hours morning and eveaing
nilking, eand 2 hours forcncon and effer derX delivering milk; I
bcarded at home, the dalry farm being close bye. This wes not o bad job
but 1t cut my income down to $75 & month which was not omugh © koep
up expenses enl pay interest and texes on the place; . so 1 continued to
run behinde. This in spite of the fact that I borroved ermther 5100
from LeVerne intending to pgy it back which I never felt adble o
called on to doe Harvard also had helped out on ow finances to the
amoant of $200, alonf; these yoears, and I ssttled one store bill a¥

Demons of necxr g200 by glving my note at 7;0 eani which ren for & number
of yearta

Mother tooftas bocoming somewhat tired and discouraged, and
while she had outlived fto sauo extant hexr earlier troubles, particu-
larly hox sevore hesdeches, she developed other distresses that woere
a1fficult even for the doctors to dlagnose. At one time we cal led
Dr. Cooper who concluded she was suffering from gall-stones; dbut her
symptoms veried so greatly froxz time to time that it wos hard to
settle on anything with any certeinty; end as she alvays rscovercd U
quit o speedily and fully from any attack, as she slways had, we ok .,‘
ne groeat alerm and made the beat of. our situa.ti.om '

-

I sold off our cows and I had proviously sold Dalsy to 1 oryl
Rendell; so we only had & fow chickens and o0ld Kit whioh I used some
delivering milk. I ccmmenced vith the Job at Bottomleys atout Dec.
lst and having to follow the routine every day, Mothor end I spent
that Christmas & home, LeVerne and Berrica in Chicago and lHarvard and
Vera with Ilth. and 4lba at VWithrom. Ezrly in the ycar of 1925, Rev.

b
'
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Inehma socared a Jjob for Vera vwith Colletts s Poulfry Concom in
Viinnabago and tho returned to live at homs which was vory ogrecale
"{o liother and mo, Harverd's girl fricnd, Florenco, hsd gme to
Chicago 2nd got a pogition with the Gaeral Zlectric Coe. in Horbord
Clexe's offico, and he followed su 1 end sceured & job wita the came
canpfanye. Mcanwhile LoVernel!s danaestic difficultics werc tocauing a=-
cat ey and in mld-summer vhile vecatianing in Vilgomisin, Bornice and
Jenno snn returned to Chlcugo snd LeVerns cane with the cor to iiinnge
bago sad took rothar and moe for a irip of several days, golng Tirst to
Vi throw end from there northwest to Leoke Wille Loc and Brainexd;
.roturnirg homs by wey of Minnsapolice This was a very onjoyaXle oute
“'ing for us as we had nover been in norihera linnesotn; but it was
trather cool canping out ot night. -

During the school vacstlion that gummer I was orly working half
time ot Botiomlgys helping with the milking; so was gble to got ofr
for a week. 1 also had my appslication in for janitor at tho pudblic
school whora & vactuey had occurred; anml lanied the Jjob at 585 a
month; end I storted work thore in August. LoVerns returned to his
work In Chicago and in September sent Bernice and Jene inm to Callifor-
nia for an indefini te stay vith hor mother; emecluding he wauld rother
live alcae, Zor a while &t least, 4% tho school I found I hed o full-
time Job at a dlstence of o mile or more from homs vhich I made on
foot, taking my dinner or lunsh vith mo, and I was expected to be ther
c¢venings vhen anything vies going ca, t111 ten o'clock or «ter. '
£1lso the engineer, Den Nichols, with vhom I had to work more or less,
provad diseazrcoable =nd hard to vork end get slong with. However I
menuges o pat up with I end didn't la 1t vworry me too greetly. In
ortor to do a natisfactory Job wi thout ovorworking, it appooxred to me
wice and &most nocessary 10 get nearer my woxzk for tho wintr months ; 80
1 looked for somc rooms t0 rent uptorn and fourd three unfarnishcd but
hoated rooms in the Sharp block sbout two blocks fronm the gchool-house;
which I remted for thrso months for $50; and we moved thore teking only
what forniture, cooking ulensils, etce we would need and oclosing up
the house for the winters Vera was still vith us znd working at
Collette’s, and the arrangement worked out well for all of us as it
. was a change for lother too.

Ve decided we had better dispoze of old it unlar the circume
staces, It 18 & trial to paort with an o2d horse that has sorved faithe
fully for yoars but I docided that xther than soll her for a2 Bony 1o
someqi o who moet likely wauld not give her decent care, I would have
her killed. I never felt more like a criminel than when I wag arrang-

ing foxr 1t; but I knew it wes the best thing to do anl went through
with 1,

In Doc. 1925 LeVorne caws from Chicago, being too grecly upset
with his family situation to go ahesad as hs was; md from Winnsbogo he
went to Withrow and stayed vith iAlba and Effloc until after Carlstmasg.
I got off from my work long encugh to go there for the day. other
and Vora of course went and Harvard ccme fron Chicogo and we were all
together once more and hnd our picture takon, standing in single file.

~
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Returning to our soveral places, LoVerno docidod in Jenuary 1926 to
cuit his Jjob and follow Bexrnice oud Jans san to Los fngoles, Califon-
nia ond gtroizhten out the tangled situation in omy way or encthere.

vie d3d rot heuy from him for wonths and I must leaeve him 1o toll his
own story; but the oufcome was a divorce and & Job agsin with the
Gengral llectric In Sean Franciscos. Thigs epicode wag another cause folr
worry but I marveled at the foriitude with which Moihor went through
i1t, I got along quite well with my work md enjoyed it, outl it was
new and ¥cpt mo busy oarly &nd late with a posslble hour or so off 1In
the middle of the day. Uy sistor Lfary dled in Plorida in Fcb. of this
yexe, James Young having meceded her by less thon wwWo yours, '

. In tho spring we returned to the house and somstime thet sumaer

Vere quit her job in Vinnecbago ani wenti back o Withrow to look for
gork in St. Poul. Durinz thoe summer I took o three wesks veacaitlon fron
my worx =t the schoolhonse but put it in repainting our house ot home,
givinz it tvo coats; znd worked harder I think than I would hove on wy
job, Iecawhile Hervard®s couriship or engegement with Floretice was noi
pweeoding eny too smoothly; 2and there were pariocds when ne thought 1%
was all off; &21d in the fall of *26 he offored to help us sowme more on
our financese. It begen to look as ilough I would heve to let ow homs
go for the martgaze which I wes rauciant 1o do. I was alse roluciant
10 wccopt any more fineoncial help; as it memat glving up my ambiiicon
to wchiove financinl indepsndence; ond L:did not do it without = pmg,
On tho otherhend X thought that if HuJ. was destined to remain single
he night better help wmo to hold:the home then to dismese of hig swplus
money in other weys. S0 beglnning wiih Noomber of this year he oont me
2% or 50 dollars a month for several months, aggregating some $300.

That  summoer Alba cnd Effio left the doiry farm at Vithrow angd
roved into St. Paul at Hazol Park; aend Vera, after woriinz at somo tome
porary Johs, secured & positiwn in e offico of the Travelers Insurance
Co. In ithe fdl we rented two of the rooms we had previously, fron
lrse Dro Hill who had taxen them over and was occupying the sdjoining
ones. Two was all we needed nmow tat Vera was gone, so we closed up the
houzo and Mother and I moved in there ggein for the winter. Thalt year
we remained ‘In Winnebago for Chrisimzs and Vera cams from Sti. Peul 1o
spend 11t with use The doy she cam. the Florenceo lotel burned to the

ground » So the winter of-1927 found us in the Sharp blodi. Aftsr sous
months of rathar indifforeut ecoployment in the city Alba tnd Effic moved
from Mazel Pork to the upstalr amriment at Carrells and Vera ook a
room across the streei from them; anl in May LeVerns waz translerred
£rom San Franclsco to Portland, Oregen, to take the posiitlon of District
Audl tor of the Northwest district. . Whilein San Pramisco ho met 2 young
lady by the name of Frences Coiffoy and apparently they fell in love, at
any rate she followed him to Portland but kLe did not write us anything
vory definlte in rogard 1o it _. . e
dother's health that winter and smrirng was preeerious snd she
took soms treatments from Dr. dil) Zor ncuritis with apperent benefit,:
end she took up sme woxk in ithe Sunday Schools LAfter moving out %o the
house about Zdster, Hother sulfered a severe attack one Sunday at tho
chivroh of vhat, vith 1l1itle doubt, was heart trouble; Wit woe did not
rocogrizy il &5 puch o te Yims. I couldnoi got hold of a doctor end
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phe £ln2lly ralllod and scicone brouzht us out homo with & cer; oand we
wont along without &y unusual alerm. Uy wori ct the school was hoevy
end I was gome worried over Mother's comdition dbut hed no fcder that our
marricd 1llfe waa approeching the ends So in Juno I took allttle vacoe
tion and went for ubont ton doys with Effie et Cerrells. Vo alsgo are-
rarged for iarvard to arivqbut from Chicngo and teke his oot her back with
him, {rom whore sho would go on to Clevealand for snother visite He was
driving & uzed cer end they left Vilnrobazo on the 4th of dulys &nd on
the 7th ny sistcr Libble llore pessed avwey at Blue Zarth 2ad I attnded

'

her funeral, Robort liore died the followirg year.
. Ay,

| Zother was in no cmdition to make tin trip to Clévelsand I now
know; but she had clvay benefited by it and I thought it probaltle she
would egain. She could have prolonged her visit indefinitely; but
thers 18 1ittle doubt that she roalized she vms slipping md so cut it
short cad hurried horme. Sho cams by wey cof St. Peul, crriving et
Iffie's sbout a1l ine After resting thero sie came by bus to Viinncbegoe
I met her & the bus cnd saw at once.that she had not goined enyihing
physically, It was pure luck or a divine providomee that sha errived
safely bomes But che cotnued to fail md suffer scverely by s pells,
In Septombor Harvard ceme homgduring bis vecstion, end I suzgested ho
might taito vs to Rochestor; Wit lother wes not fawrable to it end aiad
.not core to gos So he took us ovar to Blue Earth to sce Dr. Broberg,
who & once discovered thot her heart wes feling and gavels little hope
foxr oy pormunont recovery; clthough he did not predict any inwediately
fotol result. He gave her the usual treatment and she took his medi-
cing, bhut to no effect and she continucd to fail,

I woes busy at ths sohool early'and lote erd had to lcave her much

alone; somotimes mesing an extre trip homo, of a mils or more y durling the .

doy. Lo ther never woanted eny of the nelghbors or drongers fueelng
around 1f it could be avoided. In the circumstonces I thought it wmld
be bLest for us to move up town as scon as possible, vhercdhe would be
nesry, Dre Hill who wag always very kind $0 say the leasi. BSo I engaged
the tvo ooms agoin vidth that in views But lothor wos reluctant to maks
the move., I thin¥ she realized, or &t least had a strong suspicion,

thel hor end was noor and wanted to stay in our ovn home. AS £or mye
self I had soon hex rally so mmy times aftor being apperently et death's
door, thet it was hard for me to believe she would f21l to do the same
egain, S5%111 this was different. ' : ’

But I did not tako it very seriously %11l one fearful night in
Cotober, we seemed to battle the grim reaper the live-long night, in
paroxyesn eflier paroxysm; not knoiing vhether cach one wonld be the last,
Ordinarlly In such cilrcumstances one would call in a neighbor and a doc~
for; but thls was not much different from what we hsd gone through tinmes
without number except ihat it was more severo amd threatening owing to
Lothox's weakoned condition. 'So I hesitated to call Dr. Broberg from
Bluo EBarth or elther of our local doctors, and we fought through ti11

the moming, vhich brought same relief slonz with the waroblem of what %o
do.

Uotier, Movever, hed the mst importent pavt of 1t all thought
out, She had In readincss clein Yedding md night clothes and directsd
ne w e¢all Dr. Dxoberg, then to have him call in Dr. Mills, our local

e At im =t Amwmtmon = mar am e me ammies e e
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acctor, for conzultution, and leavs her unizr his care. This I did.

T wae neodod ond expcectod on my Job at the sctool, but could not

think bf locving lother alone so phoned to the saperintcndent cnd ex-
cwod myself tmporarily, end phoned cnd vent %o see several of tha
noighbor wonsn to get sao ore to come and giogy for the day; finelly
aecuraed- Ure. Jaude Peschke vhom we knew well and who was vory kind and
aprneeble, Lflareita was exp ceting snother baby soon and Vora was
wvorking but I phoned to them at St. Paul to see 1f Vers could como
for a Pfew duoys; anl she arrived I think thet seme ovenings The doc-
tors secmed o be in complote azgrcement as to the atate of the coge
end vhat could bo done, which casisted principally of hypodermio
injections 1o enabls her to slecp through the night, After that
terrific night I think ®th Mother and I practically gave up tho
fight for her 1ife, that head engaged us off end on for ow thirty
years; axl she never lofi her bed thoreafter, Still I could not rid
mysclf eatiroly of the ldeza that she would rally, up to the vory last,

Vorac ond I took asare of her then for about a week; only 1o see
hor gradually losing ground. I then secured a substitute to talle my
job, so0 as to have all of my timo 2t home &8s hoxr care was goetting tfo
be too mudr for Vera alone., HMHother of course wanted to see the rest
of the fomlly; and I was anxious to have thom come &£ she wes golng
to loave ug; vhieh I never felt ¢uite swe of. But I kXept them ine
formod of the situstion the best I could, ZEffaretta then ceoaie with
Bob, and later in the wsek Albe come for a day or two and Harvard
and her bro ther talt drove out from Chicogo. I hedl sent LoVerne a _
tolegram and rocelved a roply by vwirn that he could not leave to ome,
Finally the outcome gppoared $o obvious thatl I sent another felogram
seyiny: "The doctor glives no nope; iiother waits anl plords Zor you." °
That hsl the deosired effcot and he wired back ho was leoving and he
syrived I beliceve on Friday. Liother was Jjust barely eble to recomnlze
him but that wes .erough. It was a greal satisfaction t mo that our
four canld all Le there and I was guite recaaciled to her going end
prayod thet she might that night vhile they vere all present. 3But she -
lingored on into Saturday and caring for her wes becoming & heavy bur-
den and seriows problen. ' ‘ :

, Effaretta wes in no condition to undertake it, and Vera was
pretiy well tired oul and vould have to be back to work coon or stand
the cience of losing her Job; the boys likewise. S0 we debated thet
day shat 1o dos The aslternative seocmed to be cilther & hired nmrse end
a house=-kgepor or the hospital, Eithor would involve a heavy expense
12 long continued for which we were ill-preparcd; @md none of us had
any ideo how lonz a siege might be s2heads In fact, es I have satd, I
never got rid entirely of the ldea that ehe might rally. The haspital
soemed the best and most recsonable solution as we. all agreed. But I
had a scvere struggle that day to recorcile mysell to latting hor go
theros I hed nevor left her in any emorgency-and I wamted to stay
rilght by her to tho end. Howsver I yielded to the #orce of airchim-
gtences and the Judgment of the family, and I took the opportunity of.
one of hor intervals of consciowness 1o tell her ths convliuzion we
hed come $0; as I didn't went to meke the move without her knowledge
end consent. Shs made no objection. As e matter of fact I think she
cared 1Ltilc about anything, & least anything earthly, after Vornc's

5
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arrival,

lleving mede arrengemonts for her at tho hospital, Harverd left

with Viclt the folloving morning, Sundoy, oftcr handing mo 240 which ho

hed vith him, with vhich I pald the first woeck®s hospital bill of 335,
Dr. 1ills, I ari LeVerns then rcemoved her to the hospitael, under an
oplate; and LeVerne left for St. Poul znd Portland thet seme evening,
4% the hospital everything of course was clecn and neat, and the nurse
vies & chaming youny vaman, a liss Berry. The two glils decided to rew-
min for a doy or two, and I took up my work czein at the achool, I
could stop in at the homital on the way bacik end forih and digd Sunday
night and londay. I dam't think Mother was causciows or real fzod &
greal deal efter going to the hospitel; md my parting with her Tenlly
took place on Sunday when she entered there.

Yord aypvening vhen I called in to see her, thero ves 1ittle
change that e ither the dector or I detecied; md it was somewhat of o
gurprise when the tel phone remg st alowt 3 AJM. Tuesday mornirg, the

- 18th, and D, 11ills informed me thet she was gaes I esked him to

come to the kospital to mole swre there was no mistake ; which he diad,
cnd Vora and I vent right don, The undertclkers, the Bostons, were
callod &nd weo brought all that was mortal back to the room in hor own
home before the break of dgy.

It wes nscessary noy for me to got my substitate agoin at the
school and some telegrems off as s0on as possible end I phaned to
+1frod vho wes rocady 1o give me all his timo and 11 the help he could,
2l taough I thought hs was rather slow in getting ocrounds Howovor
evgrything vos attonded to In due time. LoVerns I know would be fer on
the vay to Oregon and would not wont to return at thet distence; so a
1ittle lator I sent a telegram to him st Portlandi wvhich he rccolved on.
erriving there, I wamted my sister, the girls?®! Aunt %lla, who had
hel pod us out over many hard places, for caipany. And Al? took mo by
euto, first to Delavan to give the mows to the Zolks there, thon o
to the Andersons for Blla., 4About a mile before we reached Andersons
he ran ouwt of gas; so I walked on while he secured saoze at o ferm neay
by, Returning with Ella to Vinnebago we securod & burial lot in Rose
Hill cemetery and meade the other necessary arrangemonts.

Harvsrd soun errxived sgaln from Chicago, it being the fouwrth
irip he made thet summer with his car, The fwmeral was schedule for
Thursday P.2. at the house; as Mother had a strong prejudice ageinst
public church funerals. Flowers begen to errive in profusion and I

realized for the Pirst time what that. exprossion of human sympathy may/

mesn on such on occasions On Thursday mowming Lother's sisters,

Daisy from Cleveland eand Nellie from Chicogo arrivod by tratin. DBrother
Jim ond Jessio had also come. Rev. Jesse Konderdine canducted the
funeral scrvice. As it happened he wes and is my choice amng all the
preechers I have ever knova, ifusie was furnished by Dr. 01l1ivor Durgin
singing "Lead Kindly Light", and om or two seleétions on the phono-
graph, I did my best to have it as I thought lother would have withed;
but I waa quite dissatisfied with the result on the whole. But i we
are permiticd to look back from the great beyond, I suspect that the
thinzs that scem 80 Lmnortanmt to us here will appear of litile conge-
ererco; ndecd moy Lo covse for moryiment. Such is my faith in a
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Thug closcs the second ]_)Gi.f:lod of my 1ife stoiy; end while it
wag not oll smooth sailing by eiy meena, therc is much foxr which I céan
give singcero tha.nks and look back upon \d.th plecsurs and satisfuotion.

e R

Xy Post-lorried Life, Octe 18, 1927 t0 = ~ -

Lt ths torminntion of my morried life, I wes 61 yeors and 8-
noathls old end I think in good, if not any too vigorous, physlezl, ond
mental cordition. My job ket me fully employed physically, znd the
geopo of my intellectual Interosts expended rathor than diminished in
this phose of my experiense; so that I made tho trmsition to the
statua of vi dwer without any groat upset in worale., 42ter tho funer-
a2l on Thurcdey, Lffie cnd Vera romainod for a few doyse and 1 arrongod
with Dr, Hill for & single rocm instoad of the tvo I hod smolien for,
moving whet furniture nd things I would noed thore. Ve wont over
the goods in the house, tho girls texing some things back with thenm
and some I sent up leter by the draymm,., She bolince I left in the
houpe anl closed it up for the.winter; and I took up my wozk at the
school I bolicve, the following weck.

I mow took my noon moals at the restenrant, anl breakfest ard
suppor in ny room..‘ This was very satdlsfactory, and I was able to
elezr cboutl hall of my salary every month._ But the doctor's bills,
funoral end othor expenses loft me some $200 in debt in addition to my
Dimon notec of near &200. Houever my crodit appeared vperfeetly good
locally arnd no one crowded me unduly. for pgyments I reocecived o refund
of 25 from te hospital and returned $20 of it to Hurvard before he
went boeak torChlongo.

Teking stock of the circumstances and my incli_nutions I do-
cided to l.nap on with my Janiftor Jjob indefinitely 1f I could and
which I felt pretty sure of, and liculdate my oblizatiom es somm as I
could, It gavo mz a lot of’ satisfoction, and perhons I mey sty inspi-
ration, to be able to balance nmy budget oad substentielly reduce my
indobtedness fram my incoms. The boys wore both muking.good mamey,
end I asked them to help me out what they could. LoVernc secmed to
have hig hands full and was contanplating remarrying, but he had leont
Vel t lioare <200 a year or two previous aznd offered to turn that over to .
me 1f I would or could collect it. Haorverd was still uncertaln about
getiing warriod, so he .continued sending me saune money sbhout every
month, sal Vera also helped out on a smaller scale, So I soon had
the mocess of getting out of debt well under way.

About three weelks afier my berecavement, Llfred's wife Hazel
died uncxpectedly at the hospital loaving a baby boy vhich they named
Donald. Vora came %o be with me at the funcral. Tho male qucrtet
sanz "0 love that will not let me go" and my pent up emwtlons found
vent In o flood of tecrs, vhich scmm to cans wore easily ever snco.
Alfred h=d bean so helpful end synprthetic, that his loss which
seomad 80 treglie, kept me In & state of emotlomal tersion, in Pfact
rengwed it vwith increased intensity. St411 I folt mw bi‘cterncsa. and
undor saze sort of 1n...p:.ration I think, I wicte a bit of pootry the.
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day eftor Hezol's funeral which I entiftled "Berefi", Hazol's gister
Dore romaincd to cize for theo beby amd AlfY proposed thet I cams and
live with then instesd of livingy done. "It was o tempting oproposi-
tion from scae strndpoints, bul for vorlous rcesorns I decided ageinet
1t widgh I am still satisfied wes the right thing to do.

On liov. 3rd LeVerne was morried to Francoes MHexry Coffcy ot
Portland, Oregon; & happy occwrronce &3 it, poved in this oventiul
veore In the circumatonces I folt sme concern awmul Zffarettals
caaing event ond wos reolleved cud thrillsd to hear that my third
granichild, Ruth Jeznne, was born on Doc. 12th end all vos wolls This
secnod to Lill thg vacancy in some meusure, occcsioned by my loss amd
et Christmas I went 10 St. Pauwl to cee hsr ond spend a few days with
the femily,

1928 41l weat along well In the winter of 1928. I was faced with the
poblem of vhat toido vidth the places I could have let it go for the
mortgoze and probibly have been ahosd in dollors and ceats if I had
done o, Bul I had considerchble goods I wvould heave had to get rid of
or ctoxe somovhere, that I heted to part.with at awction, ard I had a
certein amount of sentiment and love for the place as & home, and de-
cided to go on poying interest, taxes.and upkeep, and ront 1it; on the
chunce of geiting my morey bacdk in the ond; which apparertly I nover
viille But I have taken a good deal of satlsfaction in having it erd
living thoree So I am not vasting any regret for what it has coot ms.
which In cold accounting Iz upward of 600, In the spriny I got a -
chance to rendt it to Frank Horris vho was mving in from his ferm east
of town, ai £15 a month, keeplrz two rooms upsteirs vhere I had nmy
surplug furniture and thigs I wanted to kesp, storeds I =14 off the
surplus as I could, at pidces prwbally botta tlun thoy would bring at
cuction, and kot my room Iin the Sharp bloek, and I hed worlk moot of
the tims during the sumer at the schoolhouse.

Death seewed to bo epldemic in my fomily circle, for follovirg
the three of the previous yeer Alberta llore, a niece, died during the
winter and Agmes, brother Chorlie's wife, that spring. Mothor Hoare -
and Blenche Were still living in the old home on Harvard St., /
Clevdand, end I felt I shounld make them.a visit; which I did during
the summer, staying dout ten days, Thsat spring.I Ought a suitcease
end a made~-to-moasure sult; the first wiolly now one in many years,
before anl aftere It cmt me about 332 : :

I stopped iIn Chicago with Horvard who had f£inally decided to
marry thet f£fall and felt obliged to discomtinue his finaneial con-
tributions, having helped out In all up to that time to the amunt of
$700. Wzlt Hoare wag hard pressed &t the tims and ‘I only undertook to
collect 5100 fyom him on Verne's account, vhich I noarly succecded in
doirge Vliith the ldea that by sme good Zortune I mizht be ahle to
repay sque of the finmceial asslstence I hed received, I adrow a note
%o Hode for §$500; allowing twenty yesrs timo at 6% compound interest ;
cnd indicailing that 1% wuld be a oclalm against my estate, end due, in
caso of my deccasecs I also had in mind to reimburse LeVerne so os to
oqulize matlers a3 betwoen tho twoe. . VWihan it became epparent that

T3 L T

Wowre was 1143l Lilkelilood I woald ever be eble to do much if anyp
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thing in thet way, I reduced th: note to 5250 where it still stands

erd pmbebly will never be collectibles Bubt I meke this acknowledge
nent of sorn very cubstontial hdp I reccived 2t 2 im vhen it vaos
soroly nceded and greally amreciatceds Homoy wes easy at the time;

wo wore in the midst of the stock markel boom end everyone, ecpeci=-

clly in thoe oclitles, was talkimg of ocks end iwestmonis; but I was
in o position %o bocame interested, which as i1t turned out was just
as woll,

Ons gwstion that cleimed my ettention was whothor I vould cone
sider remarrying in a roasonzblo time, or mels any offort in that di-
reciicns My first reactiion vhon 1t bcoame a practicabdle poseibility
was Zovornlle to it but after further deliberation, welghing the con-
giderations pro anl oco@, I felt thzt under tho elrcumstances, the
wolfht of carsiderations was against 1% and in ell pobudbility would
be increasingly so. And vhilo I hove ropeat edly reconsidered the
metter, I have so far alwvgys errlived at the same conclusion, So I
hzye rnevor ma2do any advences vith that In view, .

On Seps 7, his birthday, Hervard and Floreonce were merricd in
iinneapolis, hor home, and I got away to be present a2t tho wedding,
It was a rether elnborate ccremony al the church with a reception
folloving at ths homp; enl they went on a wedding trip by zuto %o
northern linnesota, collided vith a cow, but escaped serious injury
eng returnsd to reside in Chicogos LeVerne and Fronces romeined ot
Portlend , Vera at the Travelors, Alba amd Effie hed moved to Hurley
3t, beyond te city limits in Dakota cunty, Vest St. Panl. Albu was
vorking for the Cresceat Croameries driving an ico-crcem truek. In
October, having to give up my room in the Sharp bleck, I secwred
puarters at Supt, Wrights next door to the school; occupyinz the
third floor or atflie., This was very caaventent to my work emd quitn
satisfactorye. I spent Christmes thet year as umal with the fomi at
Horley Ste, W. St. Peul, Hot long afterythe Sherp block burned tobihe
ground. S0 by having moved in Ootober I’esoaped.that. It havpened
early In tho night but I stayed in bed at Wrights and did not find
out there the fire was t111 the next moraing.

1929 In 1929 I cantinusd with my Janitor Job and I think it wes that
winter or spring that I purchesed 2 monurent for the oomet ory, & gmd
one sting $325, from Bessinger of Blue Eerth. This vould post pone my
got ting out of debt for an additional year, but X did mot vwant to put .
it o2 too long md thought botter to got wwmething that would be sate
icefaoctory for at least & generation or two. It was I-ihink a wise
decision anl & goadd selection for the pricea

Frank Herris camtinued on the place and was a very satisfactory
rer; er ; but the ingome was never emugh to kmep up the expenses on it,
Thet spring Albo pecured a job o the St. Paul airport =md moved to 90
Isabel 8%., it boing necessary for him to reside vithin the clty limits.
Doring the gummer vacat ion I went there, getting & ride with 4lfred,
ard from there I want for e visit b Chicago and 2ion and was &t
Ste Panl ggaln with the folks for Christmas. It wes that year that the
stook marizet collapsed, end the groat deprossion st artod,
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1970 © By the ywor 1030 I hed ny debis, excopt the mortgaye, 211 takwn
caro of and would be accumulating o swplus which I werted to invest
to the best adventozes I could epply it on the mrtgazo, but mt boing
too sure thet the wrigage would ot eventuslly tals the placo, I
hooltated to put @my more Into it than wes necessary to hold it. T
also doclded thoet 1t ves costing me t 0o much at thai end thot I had
botter let it go unl ess I could get o reductlon in tho princinal and
intercst’s This I did in e spring, scaling dova tho moritzage to S1800
gnd the intorest to 6. iy idoa then was to gradually psy off the
mortgage or rodwe Lt to & point wWhero i% would be sad from loss; anl
in Dec, of thet year I did pay $100 on it,

In tho epring of that year Prank Anlersa@ hed bought a Sive
acre placo in tWe south part of Yinnedbago and roved there vith Semmie
the and thelr Tamily; sister Elle boing with themse I had dceided on
maiing & trip west that sums=sr to visit Verns snd Frances ot Portlead,
Orogon, Llla was also planning to go to stey with ow nlece, Elsio
Howley, in Montana for on indefinite tirs. So 'wehAecided %o go that
fer together. Vo left Vinnobogo in June by train on the iilwaeukee
road, golng by way of Wells and Munketo to St. Peul and from there to
ligsoula, lont., whore we were mel by Elsie vho came by =auto from
Stevensville ziout forty miles south, I staid over one duy with thenm -
end then ‘went on to Portland by way of Seattle,

This wes a very enjoyable trip and vislt cnd my first slght of -
mountains or the ogozn ard gave me great satisfaction. LoVerno at |
that time’ wes living on E, 53th St, and we took meny fine auto rides
enjoyinz the scanery. Ve weat up to the swwon Ut, Hood in July and
to the sea-shors’ of the Pacific ai Seaslde to spend the Fourth; a
distame of about 100 miles by mto~road at that time. .

Wlhile ot LeVerne's ward ceme that Frank Anderson hog dieds This
wes in July and Hlla et once returned and arrived home ir time for the
fusrals I stayed about nine weeks roturning in August on the Iortheorn
Poeific roed md stopping off at Janmestova, Ne Dalota to visit anothor
niece, Bdith Getly, twenty milos south from Jamestown at ilont pelier,
Prom Were I cam to St. Paul end home by way of dankato, vhere I
- stopped over a day to visit at Elmer Rendsall's,

That nlght 1 lay awake for hours wrestling vith tho problem
that would confront me on returning to Winnebagos. Smmantha was left
with linited meems and a family of four, 8 to 15 years of age; and my
konowledgo of and relation to them @=md her wthar, togoather with my owva
freedan from amy family responsibilit y 2d0 1t apoear quite obvious
that I should talks an interest in theom and be as helpful as I could
with advice and othervise. But it 8 well within the truth to say
that I faght ggadinst afcepting that role, end went throuzh a rather-
severc mzntal, and I mgy sey spirituel cmflict from which I emorged
with saue very dofinite convictions, fto-wit: that 1t vas my appointed
Job and to be eccepted asg such; that I could rot agsist them with
money; tet I must tals en attitude that corried vith it the possivpi-
lity of tregic consequences mnd that no such consequances would result,
Zne lditer wos lorgely a matter of feith which in fhe engui

Los boen Zully vwindiceboede VWhile I alwvegys felt that it wes g Job not

ng ten ycarg '
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really of ny own choosing, I was ablo to enjoy it falrly welldnd koep
froe from eny fundamental worry. So Lt happons thet the fortuues of
thot £aaily have beon intervioven with oy ova to ‘o considerable extent
up t tho present time, They pald $3500 for the Viinnebago placa,
aéauming a morigage of $1000 which would be due in two or ihros yoars,
end there w2s soma life insurances So they romeined on the plose for
the time belnge 2ul Szmantha was mt at all disposed to sottle dowm
thare, end had ldcas so much ab variance with o3 or any ome else, that
aay advice I could glve was appuarently wasted and thore vwas little I
could dp except to be friendly.

Thoro was a change at the school that year, Prof., Anderson cuce
cecding J, B. Vright as superintiendent. - But I continuod to ocoupy my
xoom at tho wesldcnce ani koep on Lricadly terms with everyone. iy
worgt trial wes Hichols the engineer, but we never really quarreled,
In the £211 I lost ny good renters, the Jarris fanily, vho moved to
huboy and I rented the house to Beryl Gustafson, et the smme rate per
mnth, Nothirz else of importence ococurred that swamer end o
Chr istmes I went agaein to Effie’'s at St. Paul,

1931 In February of 1931, CGustafson who proved to be not so good asm
a renser, left the house and moved up town without even glving nme '
notice; but I succeeded in olleeting my rent, It was a rayw deal to
lcave in mid-wintear and rather than lezve the houge cnpty I took the
firat chance that ceme ealong and took in a rather poor progpoct, -
Charles Hicks, vith e family of four small children end o stoady job,
From that iimse I had hard work colleoting my rent; and they were un-

- satisfactory in other rospeots, _

_ In April Alfred and Doras were oelled on to part with 1ittle
Donald, who dled quite suddenly; and in sy they wore married and
efter a brief vislt to Xemsas, continusd to rexide in VWinncbago,

Yhon school closed that yoar, one menber of the school board,
Clmde Babeoel, indicated to m thet they had decided to make a
change of jeaitors; giving rather indifferont reasons for the move. I
el satisfied that it was his owa personal idea &s there had bYecn no
irdication of dissatisfaction from any other sowcee He may have beon
infinenced by Nichols ox by some one in their lodge who wanted the job,
I was not ready to quit but was ur/iliing to meke much effort %o rotain
tho Job; and about that time I was agked to talko charge of the work at
the cemetery, and accepted that, as perhaps a good subst Itute; but it
came Tir from teking the place of my $85 & ronih salury. ith this
turn of events I moved out to the house and mede myself comfortable
in my upstair rooms, I caleculated too I would stand & better chance of
getting my rent by living thore, aml as no bettor opyortunity ep-
peared I continued to work along with the Hicks family. At the ceme-
tery I worked by thse hour for the most part and it did not prove to be
very satisfactorys It was quite a vey from home and I had to g0 back
end forth on foot and work in the hot sun with 2 lawm mwer, ctc,.
Grave digzing, vaich paid the most » Was hard work and uncertain, end
ag o matter of fact, I hed but 1litile of it to do that swomer, Bee
fore the opening of school in the fall the school boord raoversed its
decigion due piinsinalliy to Geo. Lrirows, who was absent in Calito-
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nino when the previous action was tckzeon. S0 I had the chonce to take up
the Job iksre grain vhich I did. But I docided to ¥Yecp on vith the
cemelery job clso, thinking I could saploy Mr, Hicks ond so Zat my
ronte Butb thore vids very little work there that fell, Aifter mving
%o my own house I dought a very good cow for 360 of Vill Merrill, and
turned hor ovor %o Eicks to fcod and caro for, et the samo ti<o S0 p~
plying mysel?® with rilk and ereanm. This was not very satisfuctory as
he wos shiftless and did not make tho Lost of it, or give tho cow
proper feod and care. . ‘

That summer I went on a 1ittle vacetim agein to St. Paul angd
from there to Chiecigo and Cleveland., Sister Blanche hed married and
goue B Florida end lother Hoare wes 1iving vith the Vebers, Sho had
passged her 90th birthdey that spring ami I thought I should go eni
Sseo0 her once more. Also that surmer I had the house reshingled at a cost
of nearly $100. On July 19th there was another additlon to the :
Carrcll fomily, my third grend-deughter, Rita Meryean., In viow of all
the circumstances I decided to cantinue rooming at the howe ani get
& cheep cer to go back and forth to the school ond to we in conncc-
tion with the cenetery job, Thls wag my first and only car; a model T
Ford pick-up, which I purchased of Jinm Gray for $50. I got along ag
well as could be expected with driving the car, but I had too much on
ny hands and too meny worries, ’

Ly connection with the Anlersons didn't help any oither. By
this tinme Sanentha was about 2t tho end of her avallable funds and was
gul te unsettled, goinz to St. Pexl for & whilo that sunmmer,. She had
hed adque remddelinz done on the house with thao ldea of rentlng apurt-
ments, and which rosulted 4in a llen on the plece; and thore wes
gaother lien for some plunbing repair., This scheme for renting was
mostly a feiluro. Hor w ther wos steying vdth tho fanlly mot of the
tima. Thoy hed coatributed %500 cuch ond o ught the nmoriguse in her
zothor's name and her mothor foreclosed 1t, thus getting title to tho
property so that 1t could bhe sold or mnoy borrowed on it., But the

portlies who had the liens had also threatened to foroclose, which would
have broaght about a forced sale ani P2 bably netted the fanily next
1o nothing, I considored the place worth 32500 if it could be handled
right so we satisfied tho liens by assigning the rent there, cnd from
flla's house at Deloven, and got eleoar title to the place in Ella's
name through the mortgage foreclosure, The idea mow was to sell or .
borrow on the »lace for the support of the family as lorz as it would
last, There was not much change of cellinz orff-hand at what I con~
gsidersd a reasonable price, so 've resorted to borrowing an it%; and I
declded to loan my surplus there on Ellal’s notes, instead of putting
it into my own ploce, as it appoared to ms porfectly safe, both this
broperty anl the house at Delavaon being in har name. 1 ¢co maenceod
lozing there as nscessary in '3l ana contdnued 1t fi1om that time on.
That fall Sementha signed a louse of ths place to Hemry Bursaw at 510
or {12 o month; the rent being peid by thoe sounty and going to li-
quidate one of tho liens. She reserved tho risght to 1live upstairs
through the winter or watil the close of the school year, Thg

Bursaws were rauther undesirable characters and there was pleaty of
trouble and the farily wowld bo forced to move in the Spring withous

—— T Y. —
Impwins wicrs,
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ohoro had been enather chenge of Superintondents st tho school,
. ®. Johnson tering over the officgs After Christmas at st. Paul ag
Cugual, I roturngd to my work ot the school.

1672 lhile away for the holidey vaession Sapt. Jainson had left
fionols in charge of the furnsce =4 his houso; end ono eftcrnoon the
beilding causht £ire and befoxce 1t coul d be cxtinguichaed tho Interior
wae gntted, destroying or dencging mo st of the contents. So for a
accond time I escancd being burned out by hoving mved oul o short
timo pofore. I congrotnlated myocl £ that it was Uichols and not 1
that was resporsible for the firve. I 1411 s2y this for liichols
though, thal ko was & very cometent e¢ngineer wnd good vorimen anl S0
cepible in meny ways that he hea held his position taere to tho presc-
ont tims, & period of neexrly tuenty yearse '

I wag glad to be frec of dehts and huve my s¢hool job =znd sa-
lery bacz, but I red wy hands oo full. iy worlk at the school was
cxocting end I was feoling the cffects of my &ge to sano extent, so I
hired & student helpsr, Russel Gilmore, 2o tvo or fthreo hours a day
2t 20 cen%s en hour, Mr, Hicks was gelling bechind on rent and thers
wog not muck doing on the cemotory Jjob till mid-wintor; but Hicks was
mueh holoy t0 mo with tho eer which was not easy for me to gol along
with after the cold weszther came on. DBut I continusd rooming & the
house onid got back and forth tho best I conld, and stayed cll night at
ithe school house & feow nlghts, gleeping an o canvas cot iu tho var-
mest place I cald £ind. : ' :

In the dead of winter there was a grave to be dug, and I was
reeponsible for it. I gt Mr. licks to do tho warlk but the snow wes
Yneo deop cnd I went out there ca fool to oversee it. Toward smring
thore wero three or four moro funorals and by this mewms I dig got
poout O30 back reat oul o Iicks. 3But it wes too nmueh Jor wme o look
after so L pave up the cemiery cerly in the £pring. I ving digsatioe
fied with my ronbor azd in the circwunstunees it loaxed to be the
veoconable thing to offer the plonce to Samntha and the fomily es 1
could cherge up the rent egeinst thelr placve and taks 2llats notee forx
it, thich I did, Tkey moved over there choul lay st and I took care
of the finencing and had things vory mach under my control, Samantha
vwes here onl there, unsettled as to what she wanted to do, axd her
mother kept house for ihe fanlly for o vhileo vhich suited me very wells
That spring I got & $500 lom oa the place for them of old lr. Quigzle
at Blue Yorthe These trmuactlons entailed a good deal of agcounting
wh o woes sanething I clweys enjoyeds. The Hicks family moved a few
nlocks to ermther nouse, ovwing me oane on remt which I tried to collect
and got most of it one woy or amo thor in the couwrse of tvo or three
JearsSe )

Ono episode in comnectlon with the Bwrsaws I should record: I
hod mancged % Xeep on friendly toums with thom, or thought I had, but
slo rily afier the inlersms moved I went over 1o goet somsthing they
had left, end hel an el eroctiion vith Mrs. Bursaw dwing which she
brandiched a hammer end oxdered o off the place.s I tried to argue
with her %o 1o availl, Sho was alone and I was wise enough to taxe my
leove =nd cceaoidor iU o joke. Xut when I saw Bursaw up towvn oxne day
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md mentioncd 1t to hin, ke woimed m2 to otay aw £rom the place ond
hog not becn o gpoiing tewxms plnco.

Cn Juno 2 my binthar Choriie @ied at his soa's howe in Preocodt
cnd weg buarlced ot Dine Zorthe 411 of tho older membors of the original
Rendall Pemlly ware now gone, lecving only the threo youngesi, brother
Jim amd I a:ld pister Hlla..

1 *‘oo‘* my ranel vacoation at 8t. Paul m:nd Ch icapo the Yorldls

Peir belny oo &% ChJ.c"taJ, end I zot hints of froubic between Heyrvord

cnad Plorence, the, nmature of vh ich L could not detcet nor aid I t.c'y to.
Albi ond E-lf:fie had noved that spriny Prcoa Iaabel St. to Z59 Stryloe
Lvge s & Tine location near the olge of the hluff ove r"coldng tho ci‘ty.
I kest on ot tho school and that f21l Somanthe declded to stay with
her family anl let hor mother go to St Paul ocnd stay with X¥fic and
Llba, Ybsa tho c¢old vicether como on I roved o few things o & small
1oo'n in the niga-s c.mol building thet was vaoant and olgyed thoro
throush the wintar; letting Eob Anﬂerson takc care of the cow, ond
poiny out weoel-ands to- look 2ff%cr things therecs %We all got alony

cui te well in thoethaye. 4t Ch:clotmas time Horvard end Florence drove
th:ough from Chicago.ani-I tent with thom to the citioa by wuy ol
framon, The- yoods were terribly’ iey and tr cachorous but uhoy mzie the
CLrip v itbo:z.t CI‘iOl.l-a ceel dent..

1933 A11 veat along well in ..ha 1'"'1ntcr o:E’ 1933, I kept my holpor at
the scaool and hed beltter errangements all croznd tken I had the pro~
vious yoir. Bursdw had lelt the Andorson ploce without noticoe oand
ihet winter I lat tho Hicks family in thore t1ll I could get a more
“a*ra.s"acnory »enter, which 'I 4id In thg sming. This wag Archle

Helgon, a youny m&rngd man end ons of tho best ronters I evar hads

Jout L could only ge‘h 12 a mn’ch alfler sano mponaa remvating the
houes . s

.

The depression weag on'in Zull "orce end the school bozrd had be-
gun to cut sleries, My own was cut from 85 to {75, But that wes
~ood for the tlmes; in fect any one with a steady Job was considered
1,101z:y and WeESe Fowwer. I was getting xsther tired of the rowine and
“wweuld have been gled to reilre 2t eany time except fLor glving up oy
silcrys Bub my good Zriend George Andrevis, wes off tha school boord
erd Cloudo Bubcoc.c was at tho head of it and still bent on meking e

Arn 1

chargas So I rscelved my diachsrze &t the close of the term and se-

cepted it without. any great objections I thought I wculd like to keep

on ancthar yser orx lonver but - coneluded laotex 'Lha.t 11; was’ ;]ust as -
v.ell “.at I qn.it dhen. .

Stcacnthe was bent on doias smething dlfferont, getting awoy
from Vinnebago (0 gsomevhiceres. JIn key Bro. Jia B wife Jessi‘. died at
Chicsgoe 1 coul;. not very well get away to go to the funeral so got
vierd 1o Ella el Zffie's 10 see 12 she would go, vhich she did, Tore'
vard and Florcace scperated that sammer cnd he wes ledld off et the
Gs Z4 m accouni of the depresslm in business anl le secured some
wark al'a gorogoe vhile locking for amthor good position, Verne and
Draonceo cams e::.::'t o & vislt and toolk in the feir which wes silll on
oy Chicalde Z zlsorade oy usml vicit to St. Paul cad Chicezos .
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Sumntha f£inel ly decided to leave Vinnodbabo and Ella retuirned
from St. Paul. ller final docision vias to go to Hirksville, lfssouri
with tho throe girls, ead loave Bol with her mother and me. I had
loaned them cll that I safely could <o got & losn of (200 on the houss
at Delaven of Pronk Vesgatt; whiech gave hser {100 to go vitlh mmd wes all
I would pwrlge her from the places I had Ella's notos at the time for
4300, I% looked to me like a wild idoa and I tried ot first to aioe
sucdo her from moking the venture, but without sucoess. So she got one
of the snderson rolatives to take the four of them to Xirksvillo by
cuto, with such belonzings as they could load on the cer, about the
lat of Scptember. This left Ello &nd Bob in the house dovnsteirs ond
rractically all of her Zurniture and stulf for ws to toke core or dig-
pose of, I calculated and hoped the move wonld be permenent so I sold
gome of the furniture ani scnt her the procecdss Some of the things
we wantced to keep and the balince we storald for the time beinge I
could still charge up the ront but the arrangemsnt now wos mit very
economical; so vhen I got tho chanco Octe lst to rent the downstairs
and most of the barn to Verren Gilmore for five months at 12 I did so
and had Ella tnd Bob live with me upstalirs,

I had my cow and maniged to keep busy enough and &s my living
expenscs were not high, celculated I vould be able to about meke a liv-
ing one woy or another, But with no steady Job I found it difficult
end had to supplement somevheat from my sevings from that time on. I
went aguin to EZffie's for Christmag,

L1934 \ie'got dong falrly well through the winter of 1934 till Gii-

more 's moved cut Uarch lst; and after waiting & month I thon rentcd %o
Frenk Soverns vho had o family of three small children, wus a good auto
mechanic, but a drinker snd . not gool at keepirg a job; and can sequently

wag diletory aboul peying rontse But I put up vdth hin for o couple of
yoars. Eis wife und fomily ware quite agroeable. -

Bob and his grandmother, or the tvo of them together, hovever,
vierc becoming o triel to me and ow arrmgem:ut unscisfactory; so I de=
cided in despcration, to send Bob to his mother in Lissouri aftor
school cloged, as I felt he was primarily her responsibility end that
she viould have to get along with him some way as she had with the zirls.
thet spring I succeoded in getting ¢1000 in a now loan on the plece ‘
of Diek ilore; vith which I paid off the wulggle mortgage and the D200
mortgege on the Delavan house; also cashed one of Ella's notes ond had
w100 to send Bob to ilissourl with. I got a chance to send him with
the draymen who wes making a trip in that dircction and I sont alony
thoir piano and some other things at a nominal expense vhich left
thom some exira cash to help out,

iihile Semantha was glad to gsee Bob, she fotlnd the extra burden
more than she could handle; vhich was rot surprising unless she would
accopt county aid, which she never would consent to. So in sbout o
morth she sent him back by bus vithout notice or my consent. This
ceroated 2 serious »roblem for me ond wes the occasion of considerable
matel conflict, I roescnted it and yet could not blarms her greutly
nor bring mysolf to esend him dback or tuwrn him out. So I Zinally de=-
cided to make the best of if for the tims being, and await domlop'aonts.'
Soon after, the Ven Diens came along and %old us of a boys school
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~ negy Woukegin vhere thoy thought wo might get him in; ond folloving u
that lcead vie made errangencnts for him there on vory favorable terms;
but I hed to get 200 cgudn on the Delovan placo to firmance it. Ella
went with him onl reecined neecr Ly et Zion with Sister Zve for a
vhile, This left me clone with the Soverns fomily dovnstairs and I
vent 1o S5t. 2cul s usuwal for tho holidays. '

1935 It wes now nore to my advantaze 1o do my visiting in tho winter.
S0 during the wintcer of 1935 I went agaln to Chicamp end visited Bro,.
Jim who was still in hie home om ILeronle and hnd & housokeonsr and
hor dcughicr living there., Horvard vies staying vith the Lleviellens;
LeVorne end Fronces were atill living in Portlund, Oregon; Alba wnd
Bffle ot 36Y Stryker ive., Vera worliing at The Travelers. Aiftcr re-
tursiing howme in Fobruery, I sold, or rather bargained the .nderson
place to the Gilmoros for ¢2400; and theoy wented ifmmedicte possession,
Ltcer goinz to wmiderdle inconvenienes amd oxponse to have it vacuted
by the Lelsms, who vere stilllenting it =t 312, ths Gilmoros backed
out on theoir barguin and vonted to ront it for o yesr imtcad. This
upset me groatly but as usual turned out woll, for I got o cash @ y-
ment of (400 for damages and for the year's rant; and I raisoed the
rent to Y20 a moath.

That sprirg and sumner Ells was coaring for lfrs. Hathoviay of
Vinnebago at Zion, and came home with her. Sho weas with me for a
ghort timo, then went to Effie's at St. Paul and latar in the fell back
aguin to 4icpn; wherc sho had a chanco to live with a family in the
tova not fer from Eva's, and make her way by helping with tho wark.
ilso she wentcd to be vhere she could soe 3oL once in a vhile. -1
vorked elong g best I could on the place trying to dove lop some
sowrce of incoms that would not tax my time or energies too much, but
vithout aay greotl osuccoss. ’

In September the folks at St. Paul moved ono dwr to Z7V3tryker
cnd on tho 21st Vers was marricd to E. R. Constabls & a gecreaony in
the home, conducted by Rev. Z. H, Xnohans; at which I weas prosent, and
soon aftcer they went to live at Rushmore in the southwest part of the
statese Late that foll the Gilmores wanted to rove which thoy aid.

But their rent vias peid till the following soring, so it vas no loss
or digadvantege ‘except that it left the house vacont £or the wintor.
Bofore Chrisimeas I went again $o0 St. Paul, :

1936 I stayod in St. Penl till January 10th, 1936 ond ag effeirs at
homs and vith Ella's places were quite unsettled I roturned 1o Vinnge
bago to look after things. It was wn exceptionally cold winter with
plemy of smw and about Jenunry 20th my rermters dovnstairs decided to
move to Blue Zarth where he had work. ‘“hey left ovinz mo 525 or more
on rent which I nevor did wllects They lcft tholr kitchon ranze for
e viiile, and to kecp averythinz from freezing up, including myself, I
moved downstiairs and lived in the kitchen,~firinz day end night.

Lhile there I got & chence to rent the Anderson place to John
Goraczkowakl, a role, ot {20 a2 month in adveonce s, Tho water there had
frozen up end I had sane worry and oxpenso getiing it thaved out anl
in gettling my monecy, and tho fanily settlod. DBut I finally succccded

L AT

in gevling 20 thwengh ell righi. Uy 70%th birihday was in Februsry cad
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I wented to go to Chicogo. So ¢ftcr moking vhat I considered a good
bergein on tho Jnderson place, I doclded to drein tho ‘water pipes and
cover things up in the collar, anl talio ¢ chance on goiny for a weck's Al
cclobration at Chiccgo and Zion. Tho weathor was bitter cold, and 4
stormy; end I was held up onglihole day in Iova on the wey; and errived
in Chictzo in the eorly morning with no one to mecet me at tho depot.
Hoviever I made my woy out to Ilexb Clercs and got there beforo thoy were v
upe But lerb answored tho doorbell ond demondcd whot I wentede a8

goon a8 I vieg recognizod I was of ourso nade welcano, and I phoned

from thero W Harverd, who czas for ms with the core I hal plenned to
go with Jim who vas then rooming by himself on Dorchostecr 4voe. on the
south side, vo Zion, to celebrate my birthdsy vith 2lle and Eva; ond we
four oldsters had a very plocsent doy togethors .

The wock there and in Chicejo was one of the coldest; and I ro=-
turned hoze in time to vielcomo spriny end pecure & renter downstoirs,
This was the Pottitvs, en agveeable youny couple .and all went wlong
well for the time boinge. 48 Harverd was eguin single vith apsarontly
no ildea of remarrying, anl had secured a good position vith the i-Ray
Corporution in Chicigo, he had moposed putting some money into. the
place to hold it, vith the idoa of oventually fracing it from the
mortgage and he sent me 975 which I spplied on interest, IAid not bank
much on his idoa but es previously thought he might as woll mt his
ourplus there as anywhere, :

I hed plonned for some timo to go west that f£all and spend the
winter with LeVerne vho had moved to a place in tho cowntry near
Gswogo, about ten miles south of Portlend. About all tho work I hed
dono, except W take care of mysolf, my cow and chi ckens and the plece,
vas at dottonloys where I holped wvith the milking occasionally, and
all of onz sumner qulto steadily. In consoquence my eviilible funds
wero running low. I still hold onc of Ella's notes for 3100 which I
considcred good but which I could not very well colleet until I sold
the Winnebazo place and 4id not care to. I weas very wdll satisfied
with staying on my own place through the summer and visit iny azround in
the winter; but it began to look that I would have to do sanething
different or 1 would soon run out of money anl not be able to mcet oxe-
PENS &8,

Old~age ossletance under the Scoiel Security Act had boen made
aviilable by the state legislature throuzh the couni es, at & spocial
acssion that winiters DBut I did not likse the idea of cpplying for
that, as mony did as soon as possible that spring; end I postnroncd it
hopiny to find same way to zot alonz vi thout it. I could pcrhapa at
that time have gotten a place on a ferm, given up my home and let the
place zo for the mortgage; or have scttled dovn to a2 bare exlistenco.
But wita my Lfamily of four in cmfortablo circuastances or better, 1
did not feel called to do that, mor did I thini they would want mo to.
But Effic and Alba had about all thoy could do to support their
famlly, vhich wos increesed that swaier by the birth of armthe deuzh=-
ter,end nuned Rosalees Vera anl Dick had rotwrned to St. Paulfnd vero
living on Marylend St. Thoy were dependcnt mainly on gotting vork,
whlich Dick never succeeded veory wvell in daing. Vera secured & Job in
November with en aticrnay by tho neme of Hess. She naver enjoyed nor
work there but Kept on for several montls ond they woved thot 11 4o
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o =nell apertmant on E. 10th St. just o2 of Wabashae Xy boys wero
holding steady Jobs ot good salorics; but Harverd wos merried in July
t0o Jess Bowet, o widow wita onc s, 2ob, aboud ton yoswrs old; so they
worg Juct gettinz a now siart in family 1i1fe which hapypily turned ou
vory voll, but put an enl to i:vesiing hls morcy in tho ploca, :

It wos one of the yoars of severe drouzht ocnd I meode littlo or
nothing from my wvorxrk on the placo. 8o ny cholce amwocred to mn to be
betvicen asiing my boys for more help or applying to the county boaord
for the old ago assistences This wes qulito gencrally looked upon as
a "pencion"; instcad of what It really is. It is in roality not much
difforent from other lkinds of reliecf for the ncedy, and an edded burdon
for the tax-payers; but nesrly overyone who was eligiblo wes getting it
anl after duly dobating the matter pio ond con I doeclded to apnly for
1ts I do not llke the system but perheps it 1s tho best thet cm bve
dene for tho presont; end I argued that my boys vere beiny texed to
support it ani vould be for yoars to come, and ingiew of vhat they hod
tlresdy dae, I should serap my pride end piejudices, and so with oone
roluctance I put in my applicetion thet fall, :

Perhops I did not meke a sufficiontly urgent appeal; anywey it
g two months or more before I got any results. JAnd after beloneing
my &accounts and goiny to St. Paul about Decs 1st I Tound I was whort
of money to maxe my trip wost; and ot one point I gave up the idea,
But Horvard sont me arother (256 and finally I heard from the welfore
boexrd with a check for 15 vhich was the monthly dllowance gronted moe
With that und an assured monthly income for the future I declded to go
cad arrived at LeVaerne's alout the 17the I vwent on the N.P. ond-
stoppcd off at Jemestown again to visit the Gettys, then on through 1o
Lortlends 5o 1% wag at LoVerne'o thut I opont Ohriotmas that yaoy,

1937 Prunces' mother, lirgs. Coffey, wes stoying vith them when I are-
rivod et LeVerno's oand for a few weeks efter, 8o I hed tho pleasuro of
meoting her, and my stay of sbout nine wecks vias a very pleasent ono
without any disturbing incideats., Iost of tho time I spent quictlyht
homo or taxins hikes through the native evergreen wods. I attonded
church and Sunday School moatly in Oswego at the ilethodist and Con-
grcegational churches; but I took in one Christ ian Science lecturs omd

before returning we went omo fine dgy to thse 2acific and explorod a
ptrotch of the coesit.

I was sonewhat behlnd on intorest poyments end asked Verne to
holp me out on that and he did to th amount of 550, I rotwrned in
Fobrucery = as 1o rcach Vlinnebago hy lar., 1st to look after maticrs
theres I stopped off at iissoula to visit at Hlsioe’s for two or throe
days ¢nd hod a splendid visit. 2y renter in the Xndorson place had
wanted to move before his year was up, dbut his rent being paid in ad-
vancs, he got ano ther family to take his place, at the same 520 a
wnth, This was Vallece Clark and his wifo, & vory nlce young .couple,
and good on paying thdr rent, but the house hod to have eonsiderable
popering, cle. aftor the rolish family moved out. I also had u good
renter in the house at Delavan, Roberi Gibbs and wife, and I still
had the fottits downstairs. Dut thoy had bowht a now cor end begon
getting bechind oo rent, ’
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By this timo Vora's marriago viS goiny badly, and she scparated
sypom Dick cbout May lgt and went to live agaln vith Eff and look for a
nctigfectory jobe Alba cnd Effic mved agein that sorinz to 78 V.
Isabol, amd Jock and Jess reated an epartmcent at 6 Thomas St., Oak 2erc. -

I gtill hod ny cow and I invostad in 100 beby chilcks on wiich I
made o moderate profite But with ay 315 a month I was barely able to
pay intercat, taxes and uplcecp, @nd balance my budgets That fall the
Ciorks left the Amderson place, and I got a chonco to trado it to
llenry Hing for his houce and tio lots on Colleze St. om blocu from my
ovn, am 500 differcnco; vhich I dids This engblod m to poy ofif the
1200 mortgeze on the Delavin place and rosorve $100 to concel ¥lla's
108t note to me any time I should wamt the moncy permencntly, wvhich I
regolved not to do 4f it could be avol deds ‘Afler cmeiderabhlo
mancuvering tnd worry I ronted the new plice to Otto liopp, who hed &
couple hundred turkeys vhich he prought there, and sevorcl houd of
stook which I let him Xeep in my born. This family of scven oroved 1o
bo all right in some ways; not very satisfactory in others; but I got -
avuy oo usial for the holidays at St. Peul.

19%8 'The winter of 1938 I made my usual visit in 3t. Paul and Chi-
cogo, staying vith Hervard end Jess at 6 Thomas St., Ocle Pari, and with
brothey Jim on Dorchester ive., Chicago. Jim had = cese of vhat ap-
peered to be true love on, with one ilime Seamtn, vhom I had never met.
But as viec were alway quite confidontinl I had an intoresting time with
him, This had beon brewing for two or threo yeers ard my position was
one of benovoleat ncutrality. I certalnly put no stumbling blocks in
his Weye .

Phat Sprimg Harvard and Jess bought o home on 116 Qruvers ivo.,
whooton; about 25 miles wost of Chicego, and moved thero in ilay, ard
thot same wonth Vera landed a good Job with the Lilloy & Iilley Inwur-
ancc sgoncy in St. Panls Retuwrnirg to linnobago liexeh 1ot or before, I
hed sane adjustments to mako with my rentcrses The lHopp fanily wore com=
ing along pretty well and paying thoir rent, But I had sold my cow
and he vwas usinz my barn; so I proposed sane sort of partwership with
him on cows and poultry; but found him rather difficult o make any
socttled arrangemnt vith; so finally I kegl two of his cows through
tho summer anl milked ons and he the dher; and along in Junc I ok a
chance on 200 baby chicis sbout 18 days old., The Pettits downstalrs
were gettiny badly behind on rent and decided to move out about llarch
lst. I tcok some wood and their kitchen range in payment and they
st111 owed me 25, Later I took sate rugs on thdr dobt but they still
ovo me 15 straipght cnouzh which I have 1little hope of ever gettingl
I lost am ther month's rent while looking for a new and bettisr renter;
but by a stroak of gwd luck got ane, the lielfann's; camsisting of ifr.
& lirs. and cne s, Charloa, 18. -

Hlerdly zble to bdnce my budeget, I applied for an incretse in
my olé-azs acistance. I thought it should have becn 320 in the first
place. 4after sane delay I got a raise to 18 begloninz vith July.

In ey brother Jim wos married to Uimo end they continuced to reside in
Chicazo. Eeorly in ithe swamer sister Ella had gone to ligsouri to teke
gomo treztmont al & soni torium thero and I.got 3200 for hor azain on
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the plece 2t Delaven.  About mid-summer she crcme with Ellen ‘ndoreon
to \innebagn. Sho had leoft saone furniturc end hor Porscnal effects
vith mo and I had told her to consider that her homo; =0 I was uncor-
tain vhether ehe wes coning to stay or not, I weated hor to do
vhichever che wished. But gshe hod hey min et ty wellhade up to ro-
turn to Zirksville; and afier talking 1t over ve decided shoe hed bot-
ter teko hor things and go there intending to mke it permanent; and
that che wvould be more camtented and hapoy there vith hor Lamily then
in Vilnnebuezos So SyWmwy Anderson ok them back by cuto and I sent
o8t of hor goods by freight.

II had good luck vith my chickens ond they nettod moe a profit of

atout (40; not emugh really io bey mo for tho workx I put in with
thom and tho risk I ren. I kept about 20 -pullets over winter and let
the ileliunns take care of then. That yeer ny knoes got to troubling me
caeiderably and it secmed that a cone would bo o help; but I refused
10 carry ono; althouzh I did use o stick erouni homo a good decl; ond
before I went to St. »enl for the holiduys, I went to Dp. Broberg for
consultatfon and a physical examinetion; which discloged nothiny wrong
in general, but offered no remedy for my lez trouble.

1539 I had iwo specl €l reusans for going to Chicaco in 1929 to soce
my now sister-in-law and the new home at Vhoaton, Jim and llimo vore
living in a six rooém apartment on Univers ity ive,, and had roomers; but
I had my usaol good visit as same of the roomors hoad et returned from

the holiday vacation, I spent considereble Hme with Jeok and Jess ond

clso visitod at Zion and liaukegaon.

- Vhile at Harvard's I was persuaded i thout much difficulty to
take some Chiropractic adjfustments of Dr. Geldraith, Jess? father, to
sce il it would heve any effect on my kncos; md Jack got mo in froe
vhore he vorks for X~ray photograishs of my spinse. I gtaid with tio
- Golbral tas several days and had sane nine adjustments in all, and cne

Joyed my visit with Dr, and Mrs, Gulbraith very much. I could gee
- ofloct from the treatment but wasg gled to give it that much of & trlial:;

and tho Dr. very gencrously refused to accept paoy for his secrvices,

When I returned to St, Paul I sterted usiny 2 cano regularly,
and more to sctisfy the £folks thers than for any other reuson vent to
see thelr fanily physiecien, Dr. Sowter. I intended simply to talk

with him abouwt my lnes trouble and got bhis advice; but ho vent to work
- tnd gave me another quite thomugh exeminction and I took a greet dige
liks to him. Boefore he got through vi h me it cost mo 10 or more end
I was very unhappy. I submit ted to two shots in the arm anl I took a
tottle of his modicine witlout ey falth in it's doing me any good, and
of course it didn't,. _

Before returning to Winnebago Uerch lst the follm got a chmee
to move azcin to 369 Strykor vhere the house had boen grectly improved
and gave then much better accommodstions then they had on Isabel, at an
advance of only £5 in rent, I tneouragod the move and it nmved'to bo
very swlis?actory. It providead Vera a good rocm, and a nice 1little one
on the first floor for me whon there, There vag automatio oil heating
an glactric rofrigcratcxc, am a fairly good besement with Liiundzry tuba’

s S
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tnd hot end cold weter; a bathroom upstairs and tollet in the boscment,

Cn criiviny in Vinnebooo I found my renters all staying on ond
vaying the raate llre Hopp vwes milking three or four cows ond had
vorked up 4 cmall milk business; so 1 let him have my bomm, pasture and
saae othor ground, and got my milk of him in roiurne I wes supposed to
zet 15 or 20 dollars cach also bul never collecectoed but 5 of ite But
the prranycacnt vas guitc agrecabls 1o me undar the ecircunstonces.

Yr. Hopp vics not very hard t got clong with nor = bad sort of mun, but
he alwoys caused me soms vworrye Jor ono thing I cameiderod hin rathor -
celiftlces and h> sometimes got bchind an rent; tnd I pencrelly hed to
el him for 1t before I got it. Then I caxldn't see how ho could keep
un expenses very longg the way he was working, end that sumner ho vas
reieck for & month or more with prnouwnonia. But Llirs, Hopp was good in

the housa cnd kept it nico inside and I liked the family; so I did not
carc to taze the'chance of maxing & changoe so long as I cauld got the
houwso rent. :

I had plenty to do without caring for o cow; really did quite a -
bit for ir., Hopyp vhile he was sick; and I resigned myself to using a
cane vhenever I had any walking to do. On Moy 2nd my obecond grandson
wes bom to Jack and Jesso anl named Steven FPinley. Thet sumnuor I sot
four hens and bought 60 more chicks to put vith thom, but lost too
many and had only about 50 to market in tho fall. They were & nico
flock but prices weroe low and I made very little on clickons thd yeor
and gsold them all off in the fall, '

Le Verno and Froaces wore stlll living at Oswego; Ella in Mlige
sowls But she was not settled as I had hoped for, cnd had to move a
time or two and finally 1o room by herself. That swaner for sano
reczson I got to contemplating on the wicertalnty of 1ife and was
gelzed with o stragy imwession that it vas time to get my wfrairs
w1t Xlle ¢nd the <ndersons stiralightened up wnd of?f my hands. S0 I
beat my efforts to that eand. Smentha'’s Pfamily was pretty woll grown
up end I vias in hopes Zlla gould get somevherc and have & sottled
home. 2or nmyself I vas not greatly couccerned, but I determined to
uoke overy effort to sell one or both of her pleces as soon ¢s pog-
sible nd I mede plans %o go to Xirksville the folloving winter. De-
fore goiny to S5t. Ponl for Chrigtmas I woit to Delavan and did somo
woxk on tho house; and reccived an offer of 500 for it Prom Griff
Harrise Thet was about half of what I cansiderecd Lt really vorth; so
I rofuesed to sell for that till I had the chonce to $alk thinzs over
with klla, '

1940 - I stayed at Affie's 1111 the latter part of Juwnucry 1940, then
went to Chilcuyo and made rcather brief visits at Jims, Zion and Vaukee
gen, and ot Vheaton whero tho chiof attraction was the now boy thon
nins ronths old, cnd & fine and intercsting little chap. #Hrom Vhetton
I vient to Aurora end got ths Burlington tridn to Xirisvillo whoro I hed
& good vialt with Z11la cnd 211 the Anlersons. I hed en iden that RFlla
night return to Vinngbuzo and go to the old-faolks lome therc; but found
hor 0t disposed to do that, preforring o Daptist Home in Missouri iz
cho docided o ¢lihon, willo I was thewe she moved to yoom wiih '
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Sgnerthg for o tims, but o 1ittle lifer to rom by horself ¢zedin and
carcider going to the liomes She was fovordble W scelling tho Delavan |
house for the 500 i the oifcr otill held good, and I sold it as

so.n as I rcturned to winncbago in liceeh, to lorris. I returned by
vicy to Das Uoinces, lowvia on tho Vebash road, thenco to Sts 2enl on tle

" Rocg Island,

That summnor I followed ebout the same program excopt that I
junked ny cld Pord anl depsnded on ix, lopp moafly for car sorvice. I
pleked up f£ive hers which Jwnished me vith ez3s most of the sunser,
end I got 100 chicka thirty daz old aut July lst. The rats were
thick aroand the bern znd I hed to ¢ ntend with them rll swaser but
savod moot of the cileikens, I sold atout 80; bub wpriccs wero no bhat=-
tér and I zetually had to take a loss bosides donatlina my work with ¢
theme 30 1 cwacluided thorxe vos nothiny for me in roising chickens un-
leso I chonged my syst ome

In Octobcr Ella weant into tho Baptist Home at Ironton, lis~ .
soauri, ninety miles saith of St. Louis and nearly three hundred fxom:
Zirimville., On Armlstice Day, Hoember 1lth, wintor was ushored in

vith © very sovore blizzard; the worst I think in many ycers. It only

legted for one day but cane carly and unexpsctedly ond thore were many
lives lost In the Horthwest and thousands of turkeys and same o thar
livestock porished arowund Uinnebego. That month I got the chance to
soll the Vinnebago place for {1280 to a fanily by the nane of Grupe.
hKftcer diccheorging tho martzazes end o thor expensos thore was not a
groat dodl loft and I sent the balance to the Homs anl to Samantha

a3 seomed 1o be mst falr md satisfactory. This prootically concluded

my ten yoors of hanl ling thoir affeirs in Minnosoto; and wvhilo I wes
not able to do as well with it as I world have liked to, I think I
did wbout oS8 woll a&s was poscible under the clrounstonces, and ves

vell suetisficd and greatly rollicved to have the Job completcd. The
chance I got of meking these two smles sceoned to me as providential
os anything in my cxpericncas -

I had planncd for somo time to go Vest to visit Verne and Frane
ces and spend the following winer or most of it. I got avay as soon
as I could to 5%. Penl and toox tho ifilwaukeo truin Hr rortland, arw
riving thero in the eorly morning, Dece 14the Ves mct &t the de ot by
LeVorne end londed safely et tholr home. They had moved during the
sunmmor from Oswegdo to & place east of Yortlond beyoni the city limits
end tbout nine miles from the business contre of the eity. Soon after
arriving there it vas pwposed that I have my remaining tceth out md
get a xmew sel, This was caatrary to what I had decided on and vo ore
gued the metier pro and cwm, but although Verne intcnded to pay the
bill I finally declded azainst it. They bih thowrht I tvas fcolish
end porheps I was but they accepted my deecision with gwa greco and vie
prococdad to attack tho importent questioms of time end cternity,.
Christmas vie spent 2% homo vith 2 rowot turkey =d everything, includ-
" inT & checex for 320 dravn in ny favor, &8 I had sane loose funds

laying arounl I added {20 to it and depositcd it with LeVerne foy
sefe lmopixg. I was nat eny more thon balsneing my budget but I was
holding ig reserve the 100 of Ella's money to cancel her noto to me
and elwo 50 1o poyr me for ny ten years of service, or use for hey '
banefit i2 I gaw £it. At loast that is ong way I figared it




82

1841  Tho wintor of 1241 in Oreson wos mild, wlth no cnow &nd not
mush frost. I wos not on 2 sight~sceing txlp, end I spont the time
around tho ploeo, gothering the fow ogzys, fceeding rabovlts, gplitiing
woods I trappod three vild guinca heag that had been 1left on the
place, by coaxiny then iato tho barn, tnd we hed saue good chicken
dinnero. I also did conclderable reading and writing os usual, and
cvorything vo rked out culto to my satisfections I had four wocks,
moctly at home vith rx»faces, anl some good vicits, then she ient to
Celitbrnia for & month's stay with her mother, loazving Verne end I to
ourselves 1ill he showld moet her ond go in scarch of his own vict-
tion for vrother month, His proxssl wes for me to 5o slonz with hinm
to Californic wnd homs from there; but that did not £t in with ny
plans, so I decided azoinit it cnd rclurnci to S8t, Panl in FCOruary,

Le Verns was rather upset at my rcturning so soom, but finally
coeepbed my decision ond I think felt all right about it, and it was
porfectly catisfactory to me. I wanted to moko some vieits on the oy
back, cald for some other rcasons preforred not to be eo for mwoy from
home for t oo longs He postpon:d a buciness trip 1o Seattle to fecoame
peny me that far on the way, and vio 1:ft Portlead on Heb. 8th, goinz by
train and stopping over night in Scattlo. Noxt mworning I toolk tho bus
0 Fort Angeles to visit Elsic llawley. This vag & very eanjoyzlle
trip nd visit. The bus ciossed Puzct. Sownd on o large forry bout, a
ride of over an hour on ocean water; thin by lond, mach of the vay
through dence evergreon forests to iort ingeles, a distgnce in =11 of
sbout 100 miles, JPort Jngeles is o1 tho northorn shoro of tho Olympiec
pminsula ot the northwest crn extremlty of the countrye. "

Returning to Seattle Tuesday cveniny I met LeVerno there ond

went to & hotel £for a few hours rast. Jy train was to loave at 9:45
end L dopended on Verno to-goe me oalfoly offe Ve got to tho de.ot in
good tine for mo to lunch, and Verne orderod a dish of Lec-croom ond vie

vere visiiing, when ho suddenly looked at his weateh and L4 vas time for
- the trein o lecves So wo rushed to the gele but the train hed gone
and ve were left, - in a pickle. - To say that Verno vas chagrined, and
dissmusted with himoelf, iz to put it nildly; but after working oa the
problom vith the ticket azent, who vas very ocourteous, we found that I
could get a ftrain on another toad lecving at 10:15, and catch my own
iraln at Spokanc in the mominy, Buwt we had to by aww e fore of
$6.20 with a possible chance of gelting & roefund which up to dato I
haven't got.

411 wont viell on the reminder of ny trip to St. Pounl, and I
stopped ofr at Bismarck and Jrmestovnm in Dalbia, anl also gt Fargo, to
visit o nophow and nicces; arriving in St. Panl at mi dni sht the 20th.
Tho previous week-end in Daota word reachied me thet Alfroed Rendgll
had died on Peb, 9th, vhen I was fap awvay &t Seattle. I had favorable
wesiher for my trip both goinsg end conming; wat when I wes in Daloto
it turned bitter cold and continued so for o vieek or mwore; wnd in
Ste Paul thoro I stayed through ilcrch there vies 611l srow and winter
weether most of the wonth, with e ther severs bl izzard in the Lorth-
viest on lierch 15 and 16, which t ook & hedvy %01l of 1ife. This vias
Very unusucl for the tiue of year; md in conncction vith tho similar

8U0rm on whe proviows lovonmber 11&, markod tho longest anl meot irazice
} d
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vinter for the lidwest in meny veerce Bul tragzedy wos the oxder of the

doye The peecond world wor ves on in full foree with the owtcomno in
doubta .

ind nov on this 25th day of licwrch, 1941, I om completing to

dat ¢ @y cutoblography begun in 1939; and the sequel, 1?2 I am pormitted

cddod yoors of life end hewlth, vill tals on moroof tho form of &
dioyy vritta up yecar by yeor, to the end of my storye.

Dace Blst. /947

I vetnrned to Viiznebogo on 4Aprll lat, ard Zowwd cverything
chout ¢s I knad left it, with ilre Honp otill aring #1585 on ront. 48
the pasture wos flocded and ire Honp sccured pasturcgo for hig
covis out of town, I had the place more 1o mysclf ond continucd to
tolie milk o2 him on tho rent he was owing, wnd he had ten or twelve
heps in the barn which I loet him leave there Zor my one ezz = day
for the cumncr. 4Yhisg made it uwnnecessary for mo to other either
with & cow or chiclens end I invested in ncithers I hod plenty of
vork kosping up the place and rother than lot it lay 1dle or grow
up to vwcods I planted 1t mostly to corm, with o« potch of booits cnd
o Pew potutoos; not mowing whot disposition I would or could moke
of ihc erope It was & good ecrop yeir eswcelally for corn; but I
failed to got enything muech oul of it. I lost nothiny eithor ex-~
ceptl my work which I nceded snyway for health and onjoyimcnte I
took & chunce on Zcoeding out the crop hopinzy 1o roulize soizothing
on 1t but lost on that; but it &id not go to waste. I made up my
raind theat I had botter lot the place go for tho mortguse or dis-
poso of it in some woy insido of onother year and spend most or all
T of my timo at Ste Paul with tho Coryrells ani Vora. s

F o D
The summer passed by quite plezsontly and in Jul§ Tom and

Dujgy iforgon made & visit to the folis ot St..Paul cnd I weni theres:

for a fcw doys to scea them and tho othors, vhich was a welcane
intorlude in the suwaer's programs Along in the foll Harvord with
his family ecamo for & visit to the Citles but did not gct to VWinuoe-
bego nor did I got to see thom. LeVorno and Frances bousht end
moved to a new plece rot fur Ifrom where they voro.

I had plaaned to moke a trip to Uissobiri in Novenbvor to
visit eistor Blla at the Buptist Home, and to return by way of
Chicego to St. Fawl for the winter, visitiny as many relotives as
possible on the wey. ©This I carrisd out successfully, locving
Winncbago Illove 19th end stoppinyg at Des lfolncs, Iowa, Xivoville
tnd Irontcn, io., Wheaton and Zion, I1l., and Miliaukeo, Wis.,
and arriving in St. Paul on Dec. lst, .

The war had becn in progress with the U. Se becoming more
deoply involved wiih every ove and on Decs 7th we Were surprised
erd attocaod by Jepen and plunged into it completely; and thus the
yesr olosed with the country st war but with no very significont
chinzes in my jersonal situatlon, or in that of any of my fomily..

P —



85,

1942,

Doce 218%te === Who wintor of 1942 vms rothor mild with nmo bad
“ptormg, and I remained in St. Peul to April 7, with nothing oul of
the ordinary itranapirinz. I was troubled guite & 1itilc with indi-
gestion, and cut dovn on my eatling withoui ovoerconming it ¢ntiraly,
hut I returncd to ¥Winnebagzo woell rested up end without nuch chunge

in nmy lomonoss; and found cverything about as I had left it.e Ire
Hopp had bouzht and roved t0 a pluce of his own in town bui still had
his covws at my barn, end as 11 vas very convenient for me to got ny
nilk Lxom him I let him Xeogp oa thoro throuzh the summew, for ny
¢uert of milk a dey. She pasturo was flooded nost of the pummer so
it was not of mxuch accounit, and hiy stoeck »lowed 1t upn badly, so I
planncd to sovw gsope grasse seed vhen and i it got dry cuouzh, whieh
it did not to eny great extent all swzmere Xre Hopp fod his cows
nostly on the sircet or in the barne I decided to raipe onothor oxop
of corrn and & few potatoes end not much clse. The rzapberrieg und
atroviberrics came throuzh the winter in good shepe and I had plenty
of viork caring for myself and the place, and enjoyed it 50 woll thai
I think I overvorked. ‘

ibout the first of iay I got a2 chanece to rent ny cehleken-yord
and barn for a year to a grocery-man, Bllly Leach, for 25 cash; and
in June wes surprised with a roise in my old-ege assistonce from $18
to {126, Thig improved my finances end togother with favorable arvange-
ments I was able to make with respset to the mortgeze, end tho faot
that I couldn't bring myssll to ebaondon my hone there entirely, or
errenzge things to my gatisfaction othervise, led me to décide on
"~ koening the place in my nane indefinitcly and spending most of the
swaeer there as long &s 1-can get around and look after it and care
for mysoli; unlees or until sansthing different tarns un, - It was a
good erop yeur vith plenty of rain and everything oa the placo did
wells, The rospbsriries were the hest I eover had and vie pielked a2lto-
gether some 3250 or 300 queris. 1 gove one-third for pickirng and =14
cebout $28 vortn to ihe grocesry-mun besides conndng 75 guiris or morc.
But I was hardly equal to the wviork I wes doing and concluded I wonld
have to cui down on my vork as wellAs my eating. I also was mado
aviare that my heart condition demunded that I take moro zest then I
wag doiny, and I was eovidently losing weight,

So when the berries weres done about Auzust 8, I went to St. Leul
for a mouth for a rest and changs, vhich worked ouit well; and I tool
elong 29 guarts of caaned berries and Jom ogs baggage and 17 guorts
more on my trip there in lovembers " I relurned to Vinnebago for most
of Septerber and till Hovember 3rd, getting things in shape to leave
for the winter., Uy corn crop yieclded more than 40 bushels vaich I
hired husked and sold on the market, netting me zround $20. I dg-
cided not to make any trips or visits, on eccount of the wsr and the
congested transportation facllities at this time; and may not unless
or until conditions changes. DBesides I hod planned to sel somo new
teoth &t St. Paul for which LoVerne insists on paying, ond m in %the
process at this date. =~ - A

LoVerns had vritten me that he was going on a businsss trip XRast
and plenned to gtop ol on the way back, and ho wired Zaon Nay York

=y
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that he vould spend the day, liove 4, in St. Poul end for ma io meot
bim there, which I did, arriving about noon the Zrd, and ho put in an
cppovrnnce ihat some aftornoons o spent two nights and o day with
ug and I had a fine visit with hims FHorvoard as usual foiled to vrlte
for several months but I heard from thon through Verno, and at Christe
mes they sent & packogo and groeting with a cubstonticsl prasent for
Deds Ve had our usual bountiful Christimes here in St, Paul with the
femily =1l prezent and well; and the yescxr clopes ausgplclously so far
a8 my circumsiances are concorncd.

Lt hoo been a yoor of "all oui' wer, tho first for thils country;
bal it has mt affected me adverscly at ull as yot in respect to 1ive
ing conditions, 3But several of ny noshows are in the ariod sexrvices
and Bob Carrcll, my only grova-up grandgon, lcaves us for Avray sor-
vice ia a fow days, to bo gone wis know not vhero or for how lonze
Hovever the proopect for spcedy viclory is much improved since the
Lirst Lell of the yaare.

1943,

Dsc. Glst.~-~=- I had hoped and predicted that the war would end
before the close of the year, as 1 have every year since it sturted in
Europe in 1939, DBut the outbreak of the war with Jeopan has complicated
the situation and it 8till is in progress. But I continue to hope,
and will veniure to prediet that it will end before the close of ane-
other ysar. ihat seens to be the prevailing idea as regards Germany
and the war in Zurope, but there is more uncertainty in regard to
Japan. “he military situation however, has changed decidadly during
the past year and is altogother more favorable for our side of the cone
flict; and victory, the only final outcome that has ever seemed NOB=
sible to me, appears to be only a question of time. I am not one who
thinks going to war is wrong wnder any and all -circumstances, but
I do think that with wiser policies this war mizht be shoriened, or
even have been vrevented. Therefore I am not over-enthusiastic
about it, or over-optimistic about the results; but I look for some-
thing better to follow it than existed before, though at a fearful cost.

Bob Carrell went into the army early in January and was sent first
to .issouri and later to Florida, for training in the Radio Signal
Corps. 1 got my set of false testh and broke them in wvithout to0 much
difficulty, and they arc doing me good service. iy digestion and
gensral health condition improved, due more I think to drinking hot
water than to the teeth; and I believe I gained in weight during the
summer, and have felt better than during the previous year. In ilarch
I received word that Samantiha had died at Iirksville. I digd not go
there but everything vwas taken care of by the family and she was buried
thers at her own request, -

I:7etWrned %6 Winnebago early in April. “The winter had been cold
without any dreak, but with no very bad storms. .ilr Hopp's covis were
gone, -the weather was dry in 4pril, and I got the place cleared up
nicely. iy renters, the lcuanns, were staying on and are very satis-
factory. ir. Leach gave up the chicken yard but I got another rentex
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_ for it in May cqunlly os good, Vo Yept como 400 there moot of tho
' cumner ond Lo kooping 200 or more over tho wintore Tho rains started
about the first of Moy, so I tics uncblo to gel my pasture sceded, bus
T socdod most o2 4he north £icld to aliclia end got o good otand.
The borrics did woll again duc to heving plonty of rein and on the
vhiole ny operations viere quito succocs?ule I pot & little Jersoy cow
of lire lopp for the sumner, ond nod plenty of milk anl creom and madeo
ny ovm tuttore I also ralsced a fow potatoes, beans and somo pop-corn,
peosides & 1ittlc othor garden. Feeling co much better cnd having the
gow, L decelded not to go to St. Poul in Jurust as I &id tho provious
your, and had plouned to make o reqular proctliccs, I found too that 1
ncaded to be on the job to keep things woll in hand, so huve given up
‘the idow of a summor vacoution for tho prosents I nmnde arrangemonts
to pay oaly f£ive perccnt on the mortrazo and hold the plice indeli-
nitely, cud have decidod to opeand tho sumscrs ithere so long &s I am
cblo to take care o2 it, and myself. Theo program wiih the change :
vice w yecar, sults me fine, and with my old-ago check of 25 a ronth,
ny financiel airficultios have pretty woll disappenredes It io necces-
_sapy Tor me to look after kcoping the place up, and I know ol nothing
1 would rather do or that would be betior for my hodlth and happincss.
I huwve hired some wori dons and will continue to do so. Tho poast yoar
I did considorsble cround the burn and with gome help repainted it.
Mo roins lot up in the eerly £all and Octobor was excopiionelly fine
and dry, <o that I got the pasture in good shaps for scoding noxi
opring. . :

On.the 9th of October sister Ella died ot ths Baptist IHomo ot
Ironton, iisgourl. Ve had-all arrungonents mede to. have the body sent
. %0 Blue Borih for burial in our family lot in Lura boside hoxr husbhbongd;

and viero @ble to carry that out. She vas 81 yoars and 9 months old,.

I was ovor at Blue Eoarth most of the weok of the funersl, and saw
cverything through to my satisfacilon, except that brother Jim did not
pot thevo on eccount of the traveling conditions due o the war. 1
roturned to Viinnobeso and was able to get overything in good shajpe to
leuve Por the wintor and arrive in Ste Paul on the 28the Tho impor-
tent changos in ny lmmodlate famlly concern Bob Carroll who was sont .
to australiec about Liove lat, and lHarvard and famlily who s30ld out at
heaton and moved to Boulder, Coloradeo, the firast of Scptembor, vhore
thay bought a home and ho took a book-kaeping job in the county courte
houpe. Bob was bome on furloush for .two viogks in Sept. but I did not’
get to s20 bime HNeithor did 1 sce Jaclks as they could not maoke it to
corma 1o Minncsola on cceount of conditions brought cbout by the wars
ind I abandoned oany plans I had for vislting anywhorse thls yearse I
rad o pood lettor from Jess ond Harvuard, and weo are hecriny from Dob
froquently from Australla. Lhe woather has been fino with no snow,’
exaept ono storm carly in lHovember, and most of that is pgone. Cur
Christmas was tho same a3 usuel here oxcopt £or Bob's absence, and
‘with no other changmes of much importonce, the year clomes as woll as
can be expeoted, with the war ons In fact living conditions are not
advercoly cifogied much by it oo yot.

-
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Do0e Zle-=lho vinter of %44 vioo nuch 1ile the provious ono .
uith 1ittle cnow oz povera vieGthor, oy sgtormg; cnd I remained ot
Ste Toul cucopt foxr ono chort trip to Doxviln, dnnocoto to visit
Ydvin Cook cnd fuwallye.

Joturning to Winnebozo about ip=il Ist 1 found zy ehickon yord - .
sentor leaviny but cccured snother (Huteh) Sackott vho hed o toum
tnd cowig and 1 ronted lidn tho chicken yord, posturo, born and ale
L2120 fiold for 20 ond $vo guoris of nilk o doy throush the sume
more lHo hed Jorzoy eovws ond thils gavo mo whit ereia I mecded, ond
ckdla nllx %0 oporoe But I got o hon and ruleed o bro2d ol chlcl:eng
wiich tosk mootl of the nlliz. Zven acde a oiull profit on the
ehfiexzonse In Lpirdl I was surprised with the nowe that I had ae
nother grondson, bom to linrvard and Jens on tho Gthe Thare Ve o
fou diya of f£ino dvy wvcather cnd 1 got tho plece roked mavi elounod
up in pood shepo, tnd thon the ralns sot in foe clbout the uottost
gpriny wnd cuxsor 1 ean remembore  Yho borrles wore pretiy muelh of
o fuiinro but I haod onoush for ny own wie and thuet wes about &l
Aut I rilood some good pop~corn asain, ond boeno, wnd pone potatoes,
oniong, pampidas wid fisld corn, wnd anjoyed e owoaer well on tho
w0l

In suzust I vent to 3t. Paul for o vock, otonnine ovor o
Sunday ot lleryl Rendell's for a visit wvith thcene. Tho zaing lot up
in ceteher and v lod coveral wecks of pordeet wventhor whieh I mode
guad use of gotting thinzs in shapo to leuve for the wintore It :
beatmo niecsoury for the morigass (o be forcclosed, ¢o 1t had 2uan :
nelrly tifteon yeary and would outloevi-at theo end of thtt titice '
Widlo will allow mo 10 icen pgousosslion for Lrother your with No - uxe
poise, or only cuch o8 I choose to nulkcs DThio io ogvoonble «nousl
to mn ag 1t 4s what I ocleulited on oventunily end I would Juct zs
suon mnize tho chongo nowes Juat thoet tho chitn3yoe viill bo I ewtnnot
teld 1412 lotar in the yeur; but I caleulate I con roolize from
100 to 290 dollurre out of &t beoides my livind ihere for unothar
suanre . 100 I WALl 04111 hold th+ two nortlviest lots which cro
undor a seporvie murtgoge which can run wother Civo yoers if dge
oircds Co ) '

I eczio to 3t, Psal ebout the flrst of Novemuer, missing my ‘

chinea to voloe ZRocsevelt was cleeted Zor a fourth term, the wer

beiny on vwith fncroused intcositys Tho .1lics have mudo mroct

gtriles on all fronte durlng tlio ycar, oscinat otiff risiatoneo, .

tnd 1t ptill redning unecertain lou lony it w11l lnst, Bob, after

wost of the your in .ustralia wnd Sew Guinea, 1o now in the £nilllip-
inog, end we croe thankful is well und safe ¢t 1last ro 0rts. Lavosno
Lis on louve of wbocnee for three months during tha vuanr, on dece-
tors ordery, and spent the time in Culifornin; but fs Lok on hin Job
ot rorilund aseine Ho oither chanzes in tho Teiailys In Novomber ot
fhancusiving tine I went o Wilwoukee ond slcn to visit brother Jim :
cnd gister Xva und retwrned by way of lidicon fop an ovornli-ht stoy v//
vith the Clares. Christmes Lere ag wsual ond the Nou Yeur in ProgSe
boet with vheotover 4t hun in ctorag.
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The foroclosurs on my plmoe ot winnabogo, tozother with the rapid-
progress of tho war, destincd this ycer to be an eventful one fron
py stondpoint. My genoral health ocatinued falrly gcod; ny lomeness
graduslly.incrocoing but not arfecting no soriously.’ I had planned
o visit to Eurverd's in Colorado for early in Januwery, calculating
trat ccndltians for traveling would bo better thon thun later if the
wor should close, which provod to be Tthe case. Also it socned the
ono trip und visit nocessary for moe. Howevoer clrcumnstencys wore nov
favorable ror making 1% $L1L tho luttex part of Fobe 5o that I
limited it vo two wecks im order to get buok to winnobego by spring.

Thoe wecther «~as nild all wintcr, the month of March balng exocepe-
tionclly fine ond springlike; and I lcft St, Paul by train about Faeb,
28, I Tounid the trip both ways texod my enddrunced mors soveroly than
eny 1 had medc previously; but I wes able Lo carry 1t throush end had
a very sntistuciory visit, rcturning to 8t, Puaul, and to sinnebago
the rirst of fpril, I had plenty of money for tho trip and loft &30
witha Lervard for sufekeeping end until i1 vwas neoded ecnd ocalled Tor.

‘ after reiturninge to lilnnebago, the weathor turned cold anda ast und
consinucd cool Tor most of the suamer with plenvy of rainj which cut
the corn erop bto about half but .as ¢ood for ny verries, I bouxtht
four hona ené raised o brood of 17 chickons at a mot profit ol over
$15, end rented my barn and grassland to Sackett for nmillk which gave
mo Just ebout ell I needed for the sumners Also I had an extrc £ood
erop of respbarries. %he price vns righ, 8074 o quart, and I sold
around £30 worth und sont Harverd {20 wore to add to the thirty I

s
.

previously left with him, The welfare. board had out ay allowame froa

728 o month to $13 in viow of my not having o puy interest cnd tuXes
on the placs; which reduced my incozc by $00. Sut even so I rcachad
the cnd of tho suimer with a bank aocgount snd oash of about J1C0.

I had the chance cerly in the spring to relinguish my hold on the

place, uhioh would cxpire Deo, 25rd, to Ruosel Gilmore who was working

Tfor it throagh his uncle, & lawycr im Menkato, and I could probaoly
have reclized $200 or aors out of it, But I decided I santud 1O ro-
tein possession vhrough the sunmer and see what turned up; and algo
that I would keep the Lso lots foxr tha tiae beins at locst; so I re-

fused to consider making any deal on 1t at that time., I wmted scaecne

to have the place who would be glad o rent me one or more of the up-.

stolir rooms, so that I could ccatinue living there throuih the suiner
us long as 1 wantod to; and I thoucht an older couplo, with no childe

ren, possibly within the femily, would suli me betlor; although other=

wige I .as very favorable to Gilaors gevting the plese whon I was

throuth »ith 1%, He scem:d to have his mind set on 1t and was anxious

to ot posseasion 50 he oould go akeed with romadeling the houde, eic.

X

He nlco wes anxious to get title to my two lotse. Uu% I had determined |
to keop them and there wesnot nuch he could do atoul any of 1t $il1 ay

yeer for rcdeaption wus up. So 1 let it run olong till October wiien

1 was practicelly throuch with i, and as nothing else had materializeqd

I daw the ohence of making & deal wivh hia that would be of advuntogo
$0 both of ugc, by giving hizm poasession & or & months sooner than he

A
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could got it otherwisc, in return for the lcaso of @ rooa or roaws
for the following yoar. I had considered the desircbility ol having
o susacr cubin cn my & 1otvs, with increasing fevor; end efter canoid-
deraple moncuvering quit ny cleizn on the place Lfor the balince of my
yeur for a losse of the buildinr we colled tho wool-shed end vhigh
Cilmore proposced YO move over oawd my lota and f£ix up suviiodle for no
to 1ive in, in the suzmer tiac, This secns tome satisfuctory and
bottes then living in on2 or eveon U450 or ihreg rooms upsteirs., There
wore sorg ccmnlicotions on ceeccunt of oy renters not velng sble vo
rind ¢ plece To move, vhich held uws up for scveral wooks, but I'inally
clcorced up cnd the building wcs in proccss ol boluy moved whon I fi-
nally got eway for the winter,

T mede s trip to St, Paul ths lest of October, partly to sec Bobd
vho was home on & furloush, ond partly t0 see about movins the beot
of my Turniture snd things there; which I plenned to do by hiring a
truck ms scon as I coull got ready; leaving oanly what I would need,
rpa would have »ocm for in zy l0xld cabim, I found pulling up and
Loving guive o Job, but got througn with 1v prediy well bofore the
wnd ot Jovesuer, slthourn the weathor was terribly cold sowe of the
toma,  snawend 0F hiring ¢ truck Gllmore ofiercd to gel ¢ trollor ang
Gring whet things 1 wanted o $t, Poul, end did on tho 2dth., I
ero.s ne Lleong .y beok-cnsoe anl books, my trunik, big chair, jiitlires
chd nanoious lesssl things which fiv nicely in my room and legcve only
kitehen furrniture ond utensils end & bed at winnebago, which uro not
of much velus cxcept £or my ovwn use whon thors. Jhose thinga I wes
gule o loave in the house tlll sprins or for Glluore to move irnto ny
cubin waen he got iv ready, if he wanted To.

ey 0ld ape allowence uag restcred to 283,50 the first of Yovenber
and I hud ny cyes seuved and bourht o pulr of gold ric glassoes in
‘9%, Prul and erdercd & new sult from lMonugcmery Jdards, '

The war in Yurope camg bto & succossful coaclusion for the Allics
in-April, cnd in Japsn in July. Ly ¢rendson, Bob Jsrrell, conirccisd
polio in the Philippines in Junc but respondot Lo treataent and wag
sent to this country om a hospitel ship, arpriving wn Sen Fronci =co
sboui Jert, lat. Froa there he was sent to o hosplial in lisasourt
from where Le got & 3C-duy Turlough in Optober, and an honorobvle disg-
. ¢herge soom after, 5o the Tauily, including nysell, wer: @l to-
gother once morc for Chrlstmas, Bob has errangozcnts zsade for tuking
sor more schooling ot liacalester College in eluctirical engineerine
berinning next month, Thire arec no great cihunges in ay lmacdiate
femily otherwise, snd on the whole the outlovk is ‘feirly good wa the
ycer closes.

L e
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Dece. 3lst. TYhe yeor opened vwith a tragedy in the fumily. On
Jenuery 7, I reed in the morning papcr of & £ire at Rochestor, Minn.
in vhich ny nizce, Paith (Rendall)} Giles ond hor husband porished,
They had vigitod me &t Vinnebogo the provious summer end were bound
for Austrelia fto rotlire; ond I had not heerd enything more of thonm
till faced thut morning with the news. 1 at onco made preparctions
end went to Joryl Rendall's at Clarccont to ettend the fPunercl at
Rochestor; butl was toaikon with an upset in my digection and uncble to
g0s Speedily rccovering, I returnad to St. 2anl end spont the wintor
there with nothing of great isportance trranspiring.

Zob Carrell entered Macalester College in Junuery, end Ruth was
in nurse’s training in Yinneczpolis,

iy digostion and gonoeral health continned fairly good; but I
found it beiter and moroe satisrectory to confine uy eatinz to two
meals & day; & pructice-l1 have kopt up throughout the yeor,

"I returned 1o Vinnebago on Lpril 1st to £ind my cabin unfinished,
but on my lots, wilth a good floor and windows, and my sutmer furni-
ture «nd thinge moved in but coversd with dust and dirt. It wes: also
hard to heut vhen the cold vinds blew. But I had a stove and fuel,
and mantged to keep worm and got cleaned up so &3 to live there, with-
out eny groeat hardship. I also got the plice and thinzs outside in
toloreble shepe, and I had enough asparagus for ny ovwn use .on the
lois, and some ple-plant, and planted & 1little other garden stuff
including pop~-corn. But the spring and suamer was dbuckwurd and
nothing did vory well.. About lay 10 or 11 we had e herd frasze which
demaged the verries, so that I had only about enoush for ny own use
and caaoning. :

Tho latter part of Moy I wont to St. 2aul for a twe-viecks' reost
and chenge; which with another ivo wvoeks in fuzust end September, I
plan to continue o5 a regular progrem. 4lso this year, LcVerne
stopped off at St. Paul for three or fourdeys in July, onm his way Last
from Portlend, end I went %o mnet him there. From there he went buck
to VWipnebago with me for a day's visit there, and I bought «t that
fimo =2 nsw sult at the Vinacbago clothing store, and ordersd an olece-
tric heater, end table plate for cooking., The heater did not prove
prectilceble ond I laid it aside for a small Perfection keroseno heat-
er which is quite satisfactory. So I discarded the stove and wood
fire, and through the summer got my cabin Pixed up 80 thut Lt is com-
fortuble and convenlent. 4Also have the garden and lots in much better
condition for returning there in the spring. Gilmore hes thoroughly
remddeled the house and barn, and is Sreit ly improving the plece; anmd
ny relatlons with the family are very set isfectory. '

4another trogedy in the family ocourred in august vhen Ui113s ent
(irierson) S¥¥i vwas killed in an guto collision in Oregon. Duri
the summer I had tho plecsurc of brief visits with severscl of the
rolaiives from & distanee, who were back in Minnesote on vacation
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tzipa: lMzurice Rondell and vife from Sicax City, Iowa; Pearl
(Younz) Hough end her husbend froa liew Loxlco; CGoorge and limd
Rondell from Celifornie; Bobd snderson cnd viile from Lissouri,
end the Will Hexdings £rom Texas,

Redorning to St. Paul for the winter Iovember 1lsi, I mnde
o weelk~end visit et Meryl Remndellls o Xcocsson, where ithey hed
moved from Cloremont, and a Thenkspliving vieslk's vislt ot
Brot her Jim's at Uilwarkee ond with Sister Zva at “ion,
Il1linois. OSocn &alter I returned I roceived word that she hed
died, vhich cama as something of a shocx, following the ivio
accldeatel deaths in the family this year,

It remainod to spend the C hristmes’ Day and soason heppily
with the family in St. Pawl es usual, and close the your with
no s ignificant changos in my inmediate Lonlily to record,

1947 ,

bece Slst == sfter a normal wintor witih nothing out of the
orilnory trinspirlng, I rofurned to Linnshugo on Lpril lat, to
2ind overything in oeder 5o thut I corld take up life in my cobin
end gurien oasily. Spriag crrived cun time but develoned into o
cold and baclward socson with conslderable wet wicather, which de-
leynd plenting end growuih ol crdps. lowaver, most of wmy gordon
cume thnroush in fuir shape, with ¢ bumpar cron of ragvbarriss cnd
fuir yvie ld of sirawperriocss. I had close to 200 quarts of rsop-
perrics ¢nd 90ld o0.00 worth st 60 & quert,  The balance wont '
for getting then plcked, cating and canning; tho atrovisrries for
ecting pnd jam, .
In April Georze and Haude Readtll, who were called from Culie /5
fornia to Rochester, dnnesota, on & fulse alarn, pudid me a visit,
sut I soaw few of the relatives throuyh the summer. In May snd
June I toox my itwo weeks ot St. Zoul, tnd cgiin in sugust and
Sevianber, roturning by wsy of Rochester and Lasson for o vieit
et Meryl Rendall's with sdra, who was there on a visit from Oalie
fornia by nlane. .

while I was in 8t. Pml, Beb Currell was murried to Theodosa
Red rringer and wont 1o live &t 403 Enst Page Staocst,

In the early foll I deoded my tvo lots to Buse~ll Gilmore in
retarn ™ a lifo osinte in ths lots and ¢ abine I mude uo plens for
eny trips thia yesr oxzcopt betwoon Ste Paul anl winnabaga, wnd af-
tor somr fim OJctober weathor und get ting evar it hiny in gocd © ape
to latvo fa tho wianter, roturned to 5t. Pl on Octobor [ ot,

iy health is good for my age, md with nothinz further to ro-
cord cxeapl o morry Christacs herce ia 5%, Parl with vy funily, I am
ready Zoxr the new ycar. The future Ls2l un.moun; but I om zatie
cipating someo intereoting end Importint develognents in the conin
year, in the world al lsrgoe 12 nol in my owie :

A b,
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Dege Slot -= Afler en unevontful thres monihs, during which

I continurd to get 10 cnd fzom Sundcy School and chureh viih the

Spricsterbocho, I roturanod to iilnnebozo cuarly ia april to onend

tho sumn~r. Yhe ocuson woe rather baelzvard ond tho borry crop

not oo good, but I had caouzh oz my own use, ond plintsd som pop~

corn tad & little other gerden, cnd in ity LeVerne, havins ree

signed fron the G. E. 0 toke oZfect in Juno, comae from Portlend

for o wecl's visits I weat to 4. Poul ond spont the weelr vdth

him thero, rotwening to linnebazo cbout the first of June. .7 tor

taking oure of the borrles I went {o St, Ponl agein for a counlo

of vocks in -ugusit, thon roturned io hawrvout my pop-corn and got

ready to lecve for the yoar, vhich I did the lact of Scptexber .

It wes clrctlon yeour ond I arranged to voto by meil, end
voied for Dowey wad Warren, the Republicon czndidetes. It ues
very gencrally thovnght and predicted thet their olection vas ag-
cured; but to necrly overyones surprise, President Yruman vwag ro-
elesteds There was no greail change in the sitiunation in this
country or throughout the world, during tho yeor, From St. Poul I
went by troin (o Iiluasukoe the last of Seoptember for a weel'g
vieit vith Dro. Jim, his wifo and Rex, returning ecarly 4n Opiober.

48 tho Spriestorbochs had taken to attending another chirch
most of the tims, I resorted to ealling a cab to get there, ond
usnclly socured a ride home with somoons, and nothing out of the
ordintry occurred till lovember 21st, vhen I wos tokrn With on fe
cute aitack of something inm my righi hip and lett shoulder, vhich
erippled mas S0 sovirely that I have beon practically confined io wy
room up to nowse .nd vhile I sesem to be recovering Lrom 4t grodunle
17, and it diszcpieared from my shoulder within two or throee woel .
I cm otillso badly erippled with it in my right leg, that I czn
gol around the house only with graeat difficulty; and hove not ote
tenpted to get wpy or down the stairs. However I W.8 able to one
joy the Christmas fostivitics and dinner with the femily ao usual,
I hod boen to ohureh thut day and walked home tha ten blocks, which
noy or may not heve brought it on. I had the doctor end have fol-
lowed his presoription without nuch Si.tisfuction; and vhat will
com: of i1 only time can tell. But I an ineclinod to think it will
nccesclicte soms changes in my program for the coming yoar, and
berhaps pormanagntly.

fajor events in tho femily wers LeVorne's rotirement in June
and teking to living in a trailor-house, ending up &t near Son
Diego, Ccllfornia, for the vi nter, and Ruth Carrell's graduation
from her course in nursing end poermansal employuent at tnckery
hogpitel in St. Paul. Harverd and family continued at Boulder,
Colorado, and are doing well, as are tha fomily hero in St. Paul.
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Yoce 318te== The yeir begin of courge Wherd the provious ono
1eft of2; und ny condition grueduclly i:g:gvgd tbout getting cround
o th.t by upring I wes &ble to zet up oni dovn ctelrs ¢nd outloors
with the cid of &« cxrutech znd oy ciice sut I wes in no shiups to go
t0 winnebogo o5 L hed boen dsing, cnd concidared gliving w3y the jrucw
tloce lowever by Junc I wes feoling €0 raach bedtar thin I decliod
. to 4ry it, which 1 did, getiing o ride with liervard who wag here with
hia cor end fomily on o visite Verns Lligo was hoera agein in oy
conlnz zlono by tréia fop & good visite 1 oucoccded in tizing care
of ayscl? zt .inacbugo fox tuo or ithroc sonths but found it more
difricult then previously. liowever 1 enjoyod the oltnge tnl ny bere
+fcs ond I got ont to 8.S5. tnd chureh oot of the tiwme wlth Goorg
Jndretise Algo I went with him thirty milos or more to his foerna for
& ride, und vith Dora Rendecll to Blue Zarth to vipit the lores. Uy
worat troubvle wes & dlzziness end sick stomach I wug toden ulth ono
Sundty &t the church 23 S.5. Wi opening, ¢nd had 1o be tokon hone.
But I speedily rocoverxed rrom it cad 1 roturned to St.2zul by bus
tho 1ot of Jeptcmbere Soon therecfter I got the chanco of ¢ ride by
cor 10 deryl Rendall's farm home ot Zisson cad had ¢ counple duys good
vioit there, returning to 3t.Paul by bus from .ochestor.

Daring the suamer Bob Carrell gecured & good Job cwuy out in
v'nohe stote ang moved thore to livos The remeinder of the family in-
cluiing mysclf, celebrated Christmzs with ocur usual festivitios; und
ainnor hore in Ste Poul with no significont chunge in elrcunstinces,
wnd ot this dote vhat little snow wio bave had is all gons wnd the
stroots cnd ground wre borce
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BDece 3515te== Tho first nine months of the your vwere rethor un-
cventful for na and I roméined in Ste r2ul &nd wdonioned oy progria
of £oig to Giinnebogo for wny longth of time, anld turned oy little
_pluco thore over to Cilmore. Iowever Verne &nd rronces come for a
4 vigit during the summer dy cor &nd I wont with him to winnebogo one
duy for a fow thiags I had left there thut I wonted, &nd ould good-
byoc to the old homoe But ths last three months of the year wero de3-
tincd to witness soms raldle2l changas. . .

The first part of Ccotober I esuffered & mentil colleposo whieh puil
me in .neker Hogg itel on Cetober oth, bLut from vwhich 1 soon recovored
sufficiently to cero for myself in the miin, provided I.vwus fur-
niaohed bed nd boerd, vhich nmy feithful dcusghtor, Vert Be sceuwrcd Tor
me ot thoe Cherokes Sanitarium and 2cst Homo, where my two doughters
eoen &nl do viclt mo often wnd cttend to €ll ny wants; ond vhere
nursing cer~ ip available 1f and vhen I need ite I cater«d thereo
Jovenbor 2lst.

30 T fecc theo now yezr contentedly scttled for un indefinite
time, porhéps thoe remcinder of my daye, be they faw Or wany.
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